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Pastoral Letter . . .
Dear Friends,

As we approach the summer months, I am reminded that in 
August, it will be a year since me, Steven and Grace moved 
to Kirkintilloch and I was inducted as your Minister. I can 
hardly believe it!

In some ways it feels like no time at all and then, I look back over 
my diary, and I see that much has happened. I have enjoyed 
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visiting many of you at home, as well as meeting and getting to 
know the Kirk Session (for many months on Zoom!), there have 
been some baptisms, a wedding and quite a few funerals and 
together we have travelled through the seasons of the church 
year. There has also been the pressing matter of Radical Reform 
in the Church of Scotland, with presbyteries pressing on to 
create mission plans by the end of 2022. This will lead to change 
all over the country and very few congregations will remain as 
they are. 

As you know, Glasgow Presbytery has split the area into zones 
and we have been encouraged to form clusters to discern the 
way forward. Since I last updated you, our cluster has dropped 
from 6 congregations to 4 and includes: St Mary’s, St David’s 
Memorial Park, Lenzie Old and Lenzie Union. St Columba’s and 
Hillhead are uniting on 12th June and we wish them well for the 
future. We do not yet know what our ministry allocation will be 
for our cluster, but we should know more after the presbytery 
meet on 16th June. As you can see, although we are heading 
for what is traditionally a quieter time of the year, there is much 
to be discussed and decided and I ask you to pray for all those 
involved in these meetings as conversations continue.

There is no doubt that it is a challenging and uncertain time. If 
I am honest, sometimes it feels quite daunting. However, I am 
also conscious that it is a great opportunity. The church must 
change. If we continue to do what we have aye done, then the 
predictions about the last Church of Scotland congregation 
closing its doors in 2033 will come to fruition. We need to find 
new ways, alongside the old, to be and do church and to realise 
that we must be open. We must follow where we are led and, to 
do that, we must trust and listen to the one who calls us. I was 
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reminded of that recently when preparing for a funeral and came 
across a poem called In pastures green? By Henry Barry. It was 
a reminder that life is full of twists and turns. There are times of 
anxiety and uncertainty but, in and through it all, Jesus is with 
us, beside and ahead of us, showing us the way. 

“In pastures green?” Not always; sometimes He,
Who knoweth best, in kindness leadeth me
In weary ways, where heavy shadows be.

And “by still waters?” No, not always so;
Oft times the heavy tempests round me blow,
And o’er my soul the waves and billows go.

But when the storm beats loudest, and I cry
Aloud for help, the Master standeth by,
And whispers to my soul, “Lo, it is I.”

So, where He leads me, I can safely go,
And in the blest hereafter I shall know
Why in His wisdom He hath led me so.

And so, as we look towards warmer and sunnier days, amidst 
stormy times in the life of our church, may we find time to 
rest, listen and remember that God is with us every step of 
the way. For, as a wise proverb says: Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 
ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight 
(Proverbs 3.5-6).

With love and blessings, Ruth
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Parish Register
Jesus said ‘I am the resurrection and the life …’
‘Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted’
Jesus said ‘The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God’.

May 18 Anne Gribben, 20 Doon Place, Kirkintilloch

Our thoughts and prayers from all at St Mary’s are with the family at 
this sad time.

Funerals

We welcome both into our congregation and trust they will find peace 
and joy in our midst. The good wishes of the congregation are sent 
from St Mary’s.

To all the above couples, congratulations and best wishes are sent 
from the congregation at St Mary’s.

BY TRANSFER CERTIFICATE
Mrs Mary Neill, 10 Derrywood Road, Milton of Campsie.

PLATINUM WEDDING
Ian and Marion Smith celebrate 70 years of marriage on 06 June.

DIAMOND WEDDING
Dan and Betty Tennant celebrate 60 years of marriage on 16 June.

GOLDEN WEDDING
Bobby and Linda Brown celebrate 50 years of marriage on 04 July.

RUBY WEDDING
John and Gillian Thomson celebrate 40 years of marriage on 28 Aug.

New Members

Special Anniversaries

BY SPECIAL RESOLUTION
Peter Burns, Flat 1/2, 40 Saltmarsh Drive, Lenzie.
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Church Flowers
We can now display and deliver church flowers once again 
- their presence has been missed. We have, however, 
agreed to some changes in the way we do things.

For the next few months, we will only have four 
arrangements in church each week (or four vases of 
flowers). The flower arrangers on duty each week will also 
deliver them.
Please know we continue to think about and pray for all 
those who would benefit from church flowers.  Thank you 
for continued donations.

Fiona Leishman, Sandra Burns, Ruth Poynton, 
Elizabeth Walker

The Flower Committee
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Access to online services
If you have access to the internet and would like to find out 
more about St Mary’s on-line services please find it here.

Facebook
Go online and type  www.
Facebook.com, there you 
will need to sign up or enter 
your current username and 
password.
On the top left hand corner 
you can type “St Mary’s 
Parish Church Kirkintilloch” 
then click “Join” and 
become a member and get 
updates including links to 
Online Church.

Services
YouTube. Using a browser – Type in search line “www.
YouTube.com” and join or use your sign in details. Under 
search type or using your remote key in St Mary’s Parish 
Church Kirkintilloch and look for St Mary’s Parish Church 
Kirkintilloch services.

Access Church Website
Using browser in search bar type in St Mary’s Parish Church 
Kirkintilloch and you can access our website with lots of 
Church information and links to online services.

If you have any queries, please contact myself or David 
Tinto who will be happy to help.

Stephen McKean, Webmaster
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Copy for the September 
Parishioner should be sent 
by e-mail to sandraburns.
me@gmail.com no later than 
Sunday 28 August.

The Publications Committee wish everyone a good 
summer, with hopefully lots of sunshine. Thank you to all 
who have contributed.

The Parishioner Online
www.stmaryskirkintilloch.org.uk

Missed or lost your copy of the Parishioner 
... why not go to www.stmaryskirkintilloch.
org.uk and see this month’s copy.  Stephen 
McKean, Webmaster, has built up previous 
issues online so you can look back on 
past copies.  Also if you wish any news 
or information to be put on the website 
over the summer months please e-mail 
webmaster@stmarykirkintilloch.org.uk 
and we will put these on the News page 
of the website.

Summer 2022
St Mary's Parish Church    Kirkintilloch

Treasurer's Report
Thank you all for your continued support and giving.

Some recent receipts I wish to mention:

 Donations to Parishioner £70 and £30
 Donation to Fabric Fund £20
 Donations to General Funds £20 and £20
 Donation towards the cost of Offering Envelopes £30
 Retiral Offerings for Christian Aid £1,239.50

John M Thomson, Treasurer
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Our parents’ afternoon meetings took place in the halls 
this term – the first time in two years! Parents were able 
to discuss progress with their child’s keyworker and the 
meetings were most successful.
Ruth is making visits to the nursery and is getting to know 
the staff and children.
An afternoon tea party to celebrate the Queen’s jubilee 
was held on 1st June. The nursery will be closed on 2nd 
and 3rd.
The nursery will have a stall at Kirkintilloch’s Gala Day 
on 11th June – why not come along and give them your 
support?
Graduation for all children will be held on Tuesday 21st 
June when we get the opportunity to celebrate the 
children’s achievements and wish our pre-schoolers well 
as they head to school in August.
As the nursery year ends, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all members of staff for their hard 
work and wish them a relaxing summer holiday.

Fiona Leishman, Nursery Convener

Nursery UpdateNursery Update

The Parishioner – Summer 2022       9



A retiral collection was held on 15th and 
22nd May and the amazing sum raised was 
£1239.50.
  
Sincere thanks to everyone who donated to 
this worthwhile cause. About £100 should be able to be reclaimed 
through gift aid.

Along with the Lenzie churches, 6 people from the congregation took 
part in a delivery only collection in Lenzie. Households who received 
an envelope were asked to hand in to a participating shop in Lenzie. 
The amount donated is not yet known at this time. 

Thank you to everyone who delivered the envelopes

•	 For	over	75	years	Christian	Aid	has	worked	tirelessly	to	end
 poverty world-wide.

•	 Christian	Aid	tackles	the	root	causes	of	poverty	and	helps	people
 to thrive. However, for the first time in a generation poverty is
 rising.

•	 Christian	Aid	provides	urgent	practical	help	in	times	of	crisis	and
 beyond.

•	 Christian	Aid	is	the	official	relief,	development	and	advocacy
 agency of 41 sponsoring churches in Britain and Ireland. 

The time has come once again to nominate the Charities we wish 
to support over the next three years. Nomination schedules will be 
made available in the vestibule on Sundays 5th and 12th June and 
the results will be announced on 19th June. In order that everyone 
has a chance to nominate a Charity of their choice, if you are unable 
to attend Church on either Sunday please either telephone me on 
0141 578 0586 or email me at hmbiggans@hotmail.co.uk  no later 
than 12th June.
 
The Charities chosen will be allocated in pairs to the next three years 
based on number of nominations received. Should we have more 
than the required number of charities we will hold a ballot on a date 
to be advised.

Hugh Biggans, Finance Convenor 

Christian Aid Week 2022

Charity Nominations

The upgrade to the controls of the Organ has been completed. 
The Church and halls heating system has settled down since it’s winter installation and removal of the old oil 
heating boiler in the halls utilising the two existing church boilers to supply both Church and Halls. It is early 
days but it looks like we are seeing a reduction in our utility bills compared to when we used oil for fuel for the 
Halls. 
The continued maintenance of our buildings is essential and my thanks go to the small team of willing helpers 
who work away in the background without whom we would need to rely on bringing in contractors at great 
expense. 
If you wish to join the small group please contact me on 07510307733. 
 
David Tinto 
Fabric Convenor 
 

Christian Aid Week 15th– 21st May 2022        

Join us this Christian Aid week and help turn hunger into hope. Hope lives in you. 

In Zimbabwe the climate crisis is causing aching hunger for families. 

The combined effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, conflict and drought have robbed people of the power to 
provide for their children. Without the fertiliser and food like wheat and cooking oil, produced in Ukraine and 
Russia, vulnerable families will be pushed even deeper into hunger. But hope does not disappoint. Hope lives 
in you. Your gift this Christian Aid week could help families set up water taps, teach people to grow food and 
provide seeds that thrive in drought, giving families everything they need to turn their dry, dusty land into a 
garden of hope. 

St Mary’s effort: 

1: There will be a retiral collection on the Sundays of 15th and 22nd May. 

2: Envelope delivery. In place of the House-to-House collection there will be a delivery of envelopes in 9 
streets in Lenzie, where St Mary’s previously collected in the House-to-House collection. This will be delivery 
only and anyone taking part will not be required to knock doors. Inside the envelope will be a note with 
information where it is to be returned, i.e. there are 2 shops in Lenzie participating in the event.  

Along with other churches in the area, this event took place last year and the sum of £2,373 was raised. 

Anyone who could help with the delivery of these envelopes or who would like more information please 
contact me on 578 1520/ 07452516108. The envelopes would need to be delivered during the early part of 
Christian Aid Week. 

Thanking you for all your past support. 

          Paul Malcolm 
          Christian Aid Coordinator 
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At our meeting in May, the Kirk Session agreed that it would be 
appropriate to make some changes to the “Covid-19” arrangements 
we have in place for attending Sunday Worship. Whilst recognising 
the need to ensure everyone feels safe when we worship together, it 
was felt that this was an appropriate time to review the precautionary 
measures we have had in place during the pandemic. To that end, 
it was agreed that whilst we would continue to use every other pew 
to maintain a level of social distancing, the one-way system that has 
been in operation will be removed. In addition, folks will no longer be 
asked to wear a face covering in Church – instead, this would be left 
to individual choice. 

We recognise that many of us miss having bibles in the pews that 
we can “borrow” during the service and follow God’s word in print as 
well as listening to it being read. Whilst we will still not have bibles 
in the pews at this time, you will have the opportunity to take a bible 
as you enter Church, which can be left in the pew at the end of the 
service.

Session also agreed that we should look to restart the serving of tea 
and coffee after Worship. This is an opportunity for fellowship that 
has been greatly missed during the pandemic and so it is hoped that 
after the summer months we will be able to once again share in this 
time together.

It is planned to hold a “Congregational Meeting” after worship on 
Sunday 26th June. Ruth has provided an update on our Cluster and 
the work that lies ahead in preparing our shared Mission Plan. The 
congregational meeting will be an opportunity to discuss the progress 
of this work and raise any questions that you may have.

The meeting will also serve as our Stated Annual Meeting, when our 
accounts to December 2021 will be presented, along with our budget 
for the current year.

I hope you will be able to join us on the 26th, but if you have anything 
you would like to discuss in the meantime, please don’t hesitate to 
get in touch.

Gordon Morrison, Session Clerk

Session Report
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Working Together

Sunday Teas and Coffees

By the time you read this, our first project will be completed and the 
bunting to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee will be flying high across the 
carpark! Our grateful thanks to everyone who stitched flags for us in 
a wide variety of patterns and colours - we received over 270! Well 
done, everyone.

Our November project is well underway and we are making good 
progress. The Craft Group ladies plan to continue meeting throughout 
the summer so please keep knitting poppies and handing them in at 
the church door each week. White ones are still needed as well as 
red ones. Many thanks to everyone who is knitting and making this 
project possible.

It is hoped to restart teas and coffees from September.  If you were 
part of the team, we would like to see you back. We would also 
like to see some new members on the team.  If you are interested 
in joining us please give your name to Elizabeth Cousin on Sunday 
mornings at Church before the middle of August to allow us time to 
draw up a tea rota.

To those who have helped for many years and to any new people, 
we thank you and look forward to a new session with a renewed 
enthusiastic team.

Kirkintilloch Horticultural Society
Kirkintilloch Horticultural Society is not planning to hold its annual 
show this year. However, we are planning to have a member’s and 
friend’s show in the mid hall on Saturday 3rd September 2022.
All members and friends are invited to exhibit or come along to view 
the show. 

This will be much more informal than usual, and more information will 
be available during the summer

Paul Malcolm, Society President
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Looking forward in faith
As this notice is being written the Jubilee Lunch is still twelve days away but 
by the time you read it the lunch will have passed and it, with all the other 
celebrations up and down the country will be a matter of history. At this 
moment we have to have faith that all the efforts of so many people will bear 
fruit and all the celebrations taking place, as well as our own, will provide 
fellowship and joy to all those taking part.  
We look forward to the next session with the hope that normality will be 
possible, and we can begin again all those events we have lost for the 
last two and half years. We will continue to take great care in all we do 
to ensure your safety, but we hope we can have our Harvest Lunch in 
October, followed by the Advent Lunch in December, then the pancake 
lunch in February and finally another Strawberry Lunch in June.   The Social 
Committee is looking forward and has faith that we can again provide 
enjoyable events which will provide the people of St Mary’s with a chance to 
gather together and enjoy each other’s fellowship. 

Sunday Club
The last day of Young Church will be Sunday 19th June and we are hoping 
to run our Summer Sunday Club starting on the first Sunday of July, 11am 
- 12noon, running each Sunday during the summer holidays. It is an hour of 
games and activities.

Young Church Volunteers required!! Would you like to support our young 
people? We would like to increase our team and are keen to hear from 
adults age 18yrs+ to join our Young Church Leaders.
Contact Elaine Stevens for further information.

Thank you to our young people and their families. We have enjoyed 
supporting you all and hope to see everyone when we start back after the 
school holidays.

Happy Summer Holidays

Contact Elaine Stevens for further information  
 
Thank you to our young people and their families. We have enjoyed supporting you all and hope to see 
everyone when we start back after the school holidays. 

 Happy Summer Holidays  
 
The Churches Walking Group 
The Churches Walking Group is hosted by Philip Wright of St Columba’s Church.   We have been meeting 
on Thursday afternoons at 2:00 for an hour’s walk and conversation.   Some of us from St Mary’s have 
joined Philip and some of the members of St Columba’s and other local churches on these walks which 
have now been running since early Spring.   There are normally 6 to 10 of us on each walk. 
The format is simple. We meet at a location with reasonable car parking at 2:00.   We walk for 
approximately 2 to 2.5 miles and try to walk a circular route.   We are normally back at the cars by 3:15.   
We use local paths and lanes to avoid traffic as much as possible. 
You may gather from above that this is a gentle walk suitable for all ages.   If you are available on a 
Thursday afternoon and would like to make some new friends, or walk with some old ones, then please 
come and join us. No special equipment is required.  All you need is a waterproof jacket and a stout pair of 
shoes. 
The walking routes have included Merkland Nature Park, Waterside, the Leisure Centre to Larkfield, The 
Luggie Walkway and The Canal at Tintock.   The next walk will be at 2:00 on Thursday 9th July 2022 
meeting at Hillhead Basin.   If you can’t make this date but would like to know more then please use my 
contact details below. 
Trevor Patterson 
07939 677523 
trevor_patterson@outlook.com 
 
Defibrillator 
The Church has received the very generous gift of a Defibrillator from Mrs Lesley Hood. This gift was 
donated by Lesley and all the Hood family in loving memory of the late Jim Hood.  
The Defibrillator has recently been installed in the hall vestibule and our thanks go to Lesley and her 
family for thinking of St Mary’s in this way.   
 
Pentecost 
Pentecost took place on the well-established Jewish festival of Firstfruits, which was observed at the 
beginning of the wheat harvest. It was seven weeks after Easter, or 50 days including Easter. 
A feast day to celebrate the country’s wheat harvest does not sound exactly world-changing, but that year, 
it became one of the most important days in world history. For Pentecost was the day that Jesus sent the 
Holy Spirit – the day the Church was born. 
Jesus had told His disciples that something big was going to happen, and that they were to wait for it in 
Jerusalem, instead of returning to Galilee. Jesus had plans for His disciples, but He knew they could not do 
the work themselves. They would need His help. 
And so, they waited in Jerusalem, praying together with His other followers, for many days. And then on 
that fateful morning there was suddenly the sound as of a mighty rushing wind. Tongues of flame flickered 
on their heads, and they began to praise God in many tongues, to the astonishment of those who heard 
them. The curse of Babel (Genesis 11: 1- 9) was dramatically reversed that morning. 
That morning the Holy Spirit came to indwell the disciples and followers of Jesus. The Church was born. 
The Christians were suddenly full of life and power, utterly different from their former fearful selves. The 
change in them was permanent. 
Peter gave the first ever sermon of the Christian Church that morning, proclaiming Jesus was the Messiah. 
His boldness in the face of possible death was in marked contrast to the man who had denied Jesus 50 days 
before.  And 3,000 people responded, were converted, and were baptised. How’s that for fast church 
growth! 
Of course, Pentecost was not the first time the Holy Spirit had acted in this world. All through the Old 
Testament there are accounts of how God’s Spirit guided people and strengthened them. But now, because 
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Young Church
Saturday 11th June
End of Year Event - our children's outing this year is to Craigend Garden 
Centre, Cumbernauld. Could all parents/carers make sure they've handed in 
the forms to Elaine Stevens. 

Sunday 19th June - Recognition Service. We will celebrate and thank 
the young people of St Mary's for the contribution they make, as well 
as showcasing their various pieces of work. The have all worked hard 
throughout the year and we encourage everyone to attend this service.
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The Churches Walking Group
The Churches Walking Group is hosted by Philip Wright of St 
Columba’s Church. We have been meeting on Thursday afternoons at 
2:00 for an hour’s walk and conversation. Some of us from St Mary’s 
have joined Philip and some of the members of St Columba’s and 
other local churches on these walks which have now been running 
since early Spring. There are normally 6 to 10 of us on each walk.
The format is simple. We meet at a location with reasonable car 
parking at 2:00. We walk for approximately 2 to 2.5 miles and try to 
walk a circular route. We are normally back at the cars by 3:15. We 
use local paths and lanes to avoid traffic as much as possible.
You may gather from above that this is a gentle walk suitable for all 
ages. If you are available on a Thursday afternoon and would like to 
make some new friends, or walk with some old ones, then please 
come and join us. No special equipment is required.  All you need is a 
waterproof jacket and a stout pair of shoes.
The walking routes have included Merkland Nature Park, Waterside, 
the Leisure Centre to Larkfield, The Luggie Walkway and The Canal 
at Tintock. The next walk will be at 2:00 on Thursday 9th July 2022 
meeting at Hillhead Basin.   If you can’t make this date but would 
like to know more then please use my contact details below.
Trevor Patterson – 07939 677523
Email: trevor_patterson@outlook.com

Defibrillator
The Church has received the very generous gift of a 
Defibrillator from Mrs Lesley Hood. This gift was donated by 
Lesley and all the Hood family in loving memory of the late Jim 
Hood. 

The Defibrillator has recently been installed in the hall 
vestibule and our thanks go to Lesley and her family for 
thinking of St Mary’s in this way.
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Pentecost
Pentecost took place on the well-established Jewish festival of Firstfruits, 
which was observed at the beginning of the wheat harvest. It was seven 
weeks after Easter, or 50 days including Easter.

A feast day to celebrate the country’s wheat harvest does not sound exactly 
world-changing, but that year, it became one of the most important days in 
world history. For Pentecost was the day that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit – 
the day the Church was born.

Jesus had told His disciples that something big was going to happen, and 
that they were to wait for it in Jerusalem, instead of returning to Galilee. 
Jesus had plans for His disciples, but He knew they could not do the work 
themselves. They would need His help.

And so, they waited in Jerusalem, praying together with His other followers, 
for many days. And then on that fateful morning there was suddenly the 
sound as of a mighty rushing wind. Tongues of flame flickered on their 
heads, and they began to praise God in many tongues, to the astonishment 
of those who heard them. The curse of Babel (Genesis 11: 1- 9) was 
dramatically reversed that morning.

That morning the Holy Spirit came to indwell the disciples and followers of 
Jesus. The Church was born. The Christians were suddenly full of life and 
power, utterly different from their former fearful selves. The change in them 
was permanent.

Peter gave the first ever sermon of the Christian Church that morning, 
proclaiming Jesus was the Messiah. His boldness in the face of possible 
death was in marked contrast to the man who had denied Jesus 50 days 
before.  And 3,000 people responded, were converted, and were baptised. 
How’s that for fast church growth!

Of course, Pentecost was not the first time the Holy Spirit had acted in this 
world. All through the Old Testament there are accounts of how God’s Spirit 
guided people and strengthened them. But now, because of Christ’s death 
and resurrection, He could INDWELL them. From now on, every Christian 
could have the confidence that Jesus was with them constantly, through the 
indwelling of His Holy Spirit.
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This month we celebrate the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee. She is the longest reigning 
monarch in British history. Up until recently 
she attended church every week and still did 
a full week’s work at the age of 96!

It is her commitment to serving God and the nation which stands out in her 
life. Even before she became Queen, she made a promise, which she has 
kept for over 75 years: ‘I declare before you all that my whole life, whether it 
be long or short, shall be devoted to your service’ (21st birthday broadcast, 
21 April 1947).

What is the secret of the Queen’s consistency of character and service? 
In 2002 she said this: “I know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me 
through the good times and the bad. Each day is a new beginning. I know 
that the only way to live my life is to try to do what is right, to take the long 
view, to give of my best in all that the day brings, and to put my trust in 
God.” These are wise words from somebody who draws her strength from 
the Christian Faith and can inspire all of us who want to make our lives 
count!

The Queen has been an example of joyful, wise, and generous service on 
behalf of others all her life. Six months before her coronation she asked 
the nation and Commonwealth to “pray that God may give me wisdom and 
strength to carry out the solemn promises I shall be making, and that I may 
faithfully serve Him and you, all the days of my life.” Paul urges us to pray for 
all in authority, “that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness.” (1 Timothy 2:2).

Queen's Platinum 
Jubilee

Heavenly Father
Thank you for the beauty of the world you created, so evident in this lovely 
month of June.  We bring before you, in prayer, those events going on in 
the world which are so difficult to understand. We pray for all your children 
who are suffering in any way, especially those affected by war. Please, Lord, 
comfort them, assure them of your presence - and deliver them from evil. 
May we appreciate each day which you have made. Help us to rejoice and 
be glad in the gift of each new day - and to trust you for all our tomorrows, 
knowing that in you alone is our security.
In Jesus’ name. Amen

By Daphne Kitching
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The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland has been 
invited to welcome an historic Declaration of Friendship with 
the Catholic Church in Scotland that offers 'a decisive and 
irrevocable statement of our friendship with one another, based 
on our shared faith in Christ.'

The culmination of more than 100 years of ecumenical 
relationship building between the two Churches, the 
Declaration of Friendship was presented to the General 
Assembly on Monday, 23rd May. It had already been approved 
by the Bishops Conference of the Catholic Church in Scotland.

The declaration says: "We recognise each other as brothers 
and sisters in Christ, and we wish to express our friendship and 
respect for one another as fellow Christians. Since the World 
Missionary Conference (Edinburgh, 1910), and the Second 
Vatican Council (1962-1965) much has been done ecumenically 
to repair what was broken and to restore mutual respect and 
friendship.

"A great deal has been achieved spiritually, practically 
and affectively, through joint prayer among our parishes, 
various joint commissions, and the growing knowledge and 
appreciation of each other as Christian friends and fellow 
pilgrims."

Churches embark on 
historic friendship 

journey
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St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
This has been an unusual month: 
we have moved from hysterical 
excitement to deep disappointment 
within the space of days.

For many years, our vestry has 
displayed an oil painting generously 
donated by the Dowager Duchess 
of Stansby – given to us, I suspect, 
because her son, the tenth Duke, 
would not allow it in his house. It 
was supposed to depict Daniel in the 
lions’ den, although I always thought 
it looked more like a prospective 
adopter visiting a dog rescue centre. 
The Dowager was less than pleased 
when it wasn’t made the centrepiece 
in the sanctuary, but we managed 
to persuade her that her exceptional 
work of art would be safer from theft if 
locked away.

Then - our cleaner happened to 
knock it off the wall. If it had landed 
in her bucket of disinfectant and been 
totally destroyed, it would have been 
a sadness I suspect I could have 
learned to bear. But something more 
interesting happened. Some of the 
Dowager’s oil was chipped off – to 
reveal a painting underneath of what 
looked like a cherub.

The cleaner told the churchwarden, 
who instructed her not to tell anyone 
about the find. This inevitably meant 
that, within the hour, the entire parish 
knew of the discovery of what had 
already been transformed into a 
priceless pre-Raphaelite treasure. Our 
churchwarden has yet to learn the fact 
that if you tell someone something in 
complete confidence, they assume 

it means they can only tell one other 
person at a time.

By evening, mutually opposed camps 
had already formed. Miss Timmins 
wanted the treasure to be placed in 
a side chapel, as a shrine, preferably 
with candles permanently burning 
beside it. She envisaged St James 
the Least of All becoming a place of 
pilgrimage, and that this yet-to-be 
revealed cherub may work miracles 
of healing. She was already asking 
for opinions about where the car 
park should be built to cater for the 
thousands of tourists who would 
soon be flocking here. Another group 
wanted to sell it as soon as possible 
and use the money to repair our 
church tower. A third group insisted 
the fortune it would raise be given 
to African missionaries. Meanwhile, 
the tenth Duke was consulting his 
solicitors to see how he might get the 
canvas back to his castle.

We compromised by getting the thing 
X-rayed, to see what work of art lay 
underneath. It turned out to be by a 
local artist who had painted an advert 
for the village pharmacist to sell his 
own brand of gripe water. 

Shrines, towers and good deeds were 
quietly forgotten and the last we heard 
of the tenth Duke was that he was 
consulting a second set of solicitors to 
see if he can get out of paying the first 
set for the work that they had done to 
retrieve the painting.

Your loving uncle, Eustace

The Rectory
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Crossword

Across
1  Evil (Genesis 6:5) (10)
7  Musician called for by Elisha 

when he met the kings of 
Israel, Judah and Edom (2 
Kings 3:15) (7)

8  The request that led to the 

institution of the Lord’s 
Prayer: ‘Lord, — us to pray’ 
(Luke 11:1) (5)

10 ‘We are hard pressed on 
every—’(2Corinthians4:8)(4)

11 Fraud (2Corinthians6:8)(8)
13 ‘His troops advance in 
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force;they build a siege ramp 
against me and — around my 
tent’ (Job 19:12) (6)

15 Where Rachel hid Laban’s 
household gods when he 
searched his daughter’s tent 
(Genesis 31:34) (6)

17 ‘Now about spiritual 
gifts,brothers,I do not want 
you to be—’ (1 Corinthians 
12:1) (8)

18 Nomadic 
dwelling(Genesis26:25)(4)

21 ‘As for man,his days are 
like—,he flourishes like a 
flower of the field’ (Psalm 
103:15) (5)

22 Or I live (anag.)(7)
23 Those guilty of 1 

Across(Romans13:4)(10)

Down
1  ‘God so loved the — that he 

gave his one and only Son’ 
(John 3:16) (5)

2  ‘Away in a manger, no — for a 
bed’ (4)

3  Mob ten (anag.) (6)
4  ‘Each — group made its own 

gods in several towns where 

they settled’ (2 Kings 17:29) 
(8)

5  Began (Luke 9:46) (7)
6  Speaking very softly (John 

7:32) (10)
9  Workers Ruth joined when 

she arrived in Bethlehem with 
her mother-in-law Naomi 
(Ruth 2:3) (10) 12 Put in 
jail(Acts22:19)(8)

14 Aceturn(anag.)(7)
16 Discharge(Acts21:3)(6)
19 ‘All these—come from inside 

and make a man “unclean”’ 
(Mark 7:23) (5)

20 ‘Let us rejoice and 
be glad and — him 
glory!’(Revelation19:7)(4)
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