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I cannot quite believe that it is nearly the end of the year and that I have 
been your Minister for over three months – time sure flies! I have been 
humbled by the warmth of the welcome we have received as a family and 
so grateful for the lovely reception that awaits me wherever I go. It has 
been great to be able to start visiting again and I am very grateful to those 
who let me know if someone is ill or would like a wee visit. With almost 600 
folks on the congregational roll it can be difficult sometimes to know where 
to start but I hope that 2022 will bring plenty more opportunities to get to 
know you all better!

As we begin our Advent journey and edge ever closer to Christmas and 
the new year, it is openness and welcome that are on my mind, especially 
this year when we consider the angels and their visits to ordinary folks like 
Zechariah, Mary, Joseph and the Shepherds. Each of these characters were 
different and yet played a vital part in the unfolding story of Incarnation 
and showed, through their responses, an openness to receive and share the 
good news of God’s love. One of the characters that is never mentioned 
in the bible but always makes an appearance in Nativity plays is, of course, 
the Innkeeper. The one who made space, at a busy time of year, to help and 
welcome those who were in need and, through that action, received God. 

It can be all too easy at this time of year to get caught up in the busyness 
of the season. The present buying, the cards, the parties and get togethers, 
the turkey and the trimmings and the planning of it all. Just writing those 
words and I can feel my own blood pressure rise as I realise I have not done 
any of that yet! If you feel like that too, then I invite you to stop. Breathe 
and with me, remember who and what is at the centre of Christmas … a 
little baby, Emmanuel, who came into this messy world and moved into the 
neighbourhood, to show us that God, who is love, is for us and always with 
us. 

This year, as we prepare to be together with loved ones for Christmas, may 
we be grateful for open doors, for the chance to meet around the table 
inside rather than outside in the garden or garage! and may we make space 
for others in our living – those who need our warmth, welcome, love and 

Pastoral Letter . . .
Hello everyone,
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help – as we celebrate 
the Christ-child and 
receive him anew. For, 
as I was reminded this 
week, “each of us in an 
Innkeeper who decides if 
there is room for Jesus.” 

This Christmas, let us 
throw open the doors 
of our hearts, so that 
as we step into 2022 
together, we may know 
the challenge, peace, 
love, joy and hope that 
comes from following 
Jesus and walking with 
Him into the unknown.

Our love and best wishes to you all for a very happy Christmas and a blessed 
New Year.

Ruth, Steven and Grace

Congregational Helpers
With an eye towards the further loosening of restrictions on a Sunday 
morning, we are inviting anyone who would be interested in welcoming 
folks to Church to join our group of Congregational Helpers.
The role would be to primarily assist in showing worshippers to their seat 
and assist with facilitating worship on a Sunday morning. As you may 
know, we currently have 4 Duty Groups each being on duty one Sunday 
per month. The Congregational Helpers are allocated amongst the 
groups.
If this of interest can you drop either myself or Gordon an email at 
charlesw.hay@googlemail.com or morrisgo@sky.com or email the 
church office at office.stmarys@btconnect.com to express your interest 
and we will be back in touch. Thank you.

Charles Hay
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'God is love and those who dwell in love dwell in God and God in them'

November 5 YVONNE HAY and STEPHEN GRAHAM

Jesus said ‘I am the resurrection and the life …’
‘Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted’
Jesus said ‘The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God’.

It is with sadness we intimate the death of Mrs CONNIE WALLS, 
Whitefield Lodge Care Home, Lennoxtown. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family at this sad time.

BRYCE and MARGARET STEVENSON
IAIN and DEBBIE HAMILTON
Both couples celebrated 50 years of marriage during the month of 
November.  

Congratulations and best wishes are sent from all the congregation in St 
Mary’s.

JOHN WALLACE has moved from Ninian Rise and is now resident at 17 
Atholl Court, Kirkintilloch.

Parish Register
Marriages

Funerals

Golden Wedding

Change of Address
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Church Flowers
Following on from our Session Meeting it was decided to have 4 lots of 
flowers in church from the beginning of 2022.  Previously flowers were 
delivered as and when appropriate, but for the foreseeable future folks 
will receive a telephone call asking if they wish to accept them. Thank 
you for continued donations and future donations would be gratefully 
received. Please know we continue to think about and pray for all those 
who would benefit from church flowers at this time.

In order that church folks can receive flowers, e.g. illness, bereavement, 
special anniversaries and those who have attained the age of 80, will you 
please let any of us know.  There are probably a few who have reached 
the latter over the last 18 months or so and it would be good to know 
who they are – if they wish their age known!!

Wishing everyone a happy peaceful Christmas and good wishes for the 
New Year.

Fiona Leishman, Sandra Burns, Ruth Poynton, Elizabeth Walker
The Flower Committee
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The Parishioner Online
www.stmaryskirkintilloch.org.uk

The next issue of the magazine 
will be February 2022 and any 
material should be e-mailed to 
sandraburns.me@gmail.com no 
later than Sunday 30 January 
2022.  If there are any changes 

to our current situation prior to this date, further information will be 
issued accordingly. With continued thanks to those who make donations 
towards the cost of producing the magazine.  

PARISHIONER
HE

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the Church office remains closed at present.  
Telephone number is 0141 775 1166 or

e-mail: office.stmarys@btconnect.com

Church Office

Missed or lost your copy of the Parishioner . . .
why not go to www.stmaryskirkintilloch.org.uk and see this month’s copy.  

Stephen McKean, 
Webmaster, has built up 
previous issues online 
so you can look back 
on past copies. Also if 
you wish any news or 
information to be put 
on the website over the 
summer months please 
e-mail webmaster@
stmarykirkintilloch.org.
uk and we will put these 
on the News page of the 
website.
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Open Day

Special Services
over the Festive Period are as follows:

The church will be open on Wednesday 8th December from 11am 
until 2pm.  The sanctuary will be decorated and many new features 
are planned as well as the old favourites.

There will be Christmas music for some of the time as well as a time 
of quiet for those who just wish to sit in the sanctuary and enjoy some 
peace at a busy time of year. It is hoped there will be an opportunity 
to take part in a Christmas craft for those who want to try their hand 
creating their own decoration.   

Tea and coffee as well as wrapped biscuits will be available. 

POT PLANTS  –  Sunday    05 December
GIFT SERVICE  –  Sunday 12 December

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE  – 
Wednesday 15 December at 7.00pm

ALL AGE SERVICE  –  Sunday 19 December   
WATCHNIGHT SERVICE  –  Tuesday 24 December at 11.00pm

Wednesday 8th December
11am until 2pm.

We are pleased to intimate that the bells will be rung on 
alternate Sundays until further notice by Leslie Bevens 
and Jen Biggans. 

Bell Ringers

Bell Ringers  

Church bells will be rung on alternate Sundays until further notice by Leslie Bevens and Jen Biggans. 

 

Fairtrade Update       

Thanks to everyone who supported us in the early days of lockdown when we were able to 
deliver orders and sell all our stock - nothing wasted! 

As there is no date yet for us to re-open the stall, we are planning to sell some Traidcraft 
Christmas cards.  Over the next few weeks, please listen out for intimations and check the church website 
where we hope to display available stock.  

Recycling 
Please note Nursery are very happy to continue receiving the following items for recycling, but no longer 
collect Bras. 
Plastic Bottle Tops, Ink Cartridges, Spectacles, Telephones, Stamps, Batteries, Empty Mascara Dispensers. 

Harvest Festival 
Harvest will be celebrated on Sunday 24 October, which is the same day as ‘National Giving Day’. 
More information will be intimated shortly. 

   British Summer Time ends on Sunday 31st October.  Please remember to put your clocks  
and watches BACK one hour before retiring on the Saturday evening or you will be too early for Church. 
 

The summer may be over, 
And Winter drawing hear, 

But now, it’s time for meetings, 
For friendship, warmth and cheer. 
There’s purple on the mountains, 

And beauty all around 
With here and there a summer rose 

Still waiting to be found. 

It’s time for reminiscing, 
Recalling summer days, 

For sharing hope and happy thoughts 
In many quiet ways. 
A time of relaxation, 

Of fellowship and joy, 
Creating autumn memories, 
That winter can’t destroy. 

 
 

Nursery Update 

 
Fiona Leishman 
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As Christmas 
approaches the nursery 
children remain busy.  
Local trips have taken 
place recently with some children visiting Peel 
Park and others doing walks along the canal 
bank. The children are busy making Christmas 
tree decorations from recycled products. These 
decorations will form part of the Christmas Tree 
Festival taking place in St David’s Church during 
December. The children are also busy creating 
angels to decorate our sanctuary over Christmas.
The nursery will hold Christmas Carol Concerts 
in their bubbles this year. These will take place in 
church on the afternoons of Wednesday 15th and 
Thursday16th December. Please feel free to come 
along and join the children on either of those days 
(Covid restrictions will be in place).
Nursery will close for Christmas on Tuesday 
21st December and re-open on Wednesday 
5th January. Once again, I wish to express my 
grateful thanks to all staff for their hard work, 
commitment and enthusiasm over the last term. It 
is much appreciated.

Fiona Leishman, Nursery Convener

Nursery 
Update
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We are now in the season of 
Advent and the young people’s 
activities are related to Advent 
and the birth of Jesus.
Each Sunday during this time a 
candle will be lit on the Advent 
Wreath.

Saturday 11th December – children’s outing to 
see Elf at the Kirky Palace. Anyone who wishes 
to attend should contact Elaine Stevens on 
07889582859 as soon as possible. 
We would like to take a moment to wish you all 
a very Merry Christmas. During this season, we 
will be celebrating Hope, Peace, Love and Joy; 
We pray that all four of these would fill your 
life in every way this Christmas and beyond.

Fiona Green

Young Church
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Session Report
NOMINATED CHARITIES
The two nominated charities that we will be supporting this year are 
Samaritans and Seagull Trust Cruises. If you would like to make a 
monitory donation, envelopes will be available at Church on a Sunday 
morning. Alternatively, simply hand in your donation, clearly marked for 
the charity of your choice.  These monies, along with additional offerings 
received over the festive period, will be passed on to the charities in the 
New Year.

GIFT SERVICE
Our Gift Service this year is on Sunday 12th December – the third Sunday 
of Advent.
For a number of practical reasons, we would encourage folks to make 
their contribution to the Gift Service in the form of a monitory donation 
or gift voucher. Envelopes will be available at Church in the couple of 
weeks leading up to the Gift Service, but you can simply use your own 
envelope, as long as it is clearly marked “Gift Service”.
However, we recognise that some of the congregation will prefer to make 
a donation of a physical gift and that is absolutely fine. In fact, one of 
the charities we work with look specifically for physical gifts. We will not 
be producing gift labels this year, so all that we would ask is that your 
gift is brought unwrapped in a recyclable bag and labelled to indicate the 
appropriate category of recipient. i.e. adult / child, male / female, age 
range etc.
Your donations will support the valuable work of the following 
organisations at this special time of year: Women’s Aid; Lodging House 
Mission; Asylum seekers; and EDC Social Work.

THANK YOU
A  big thank you for all of your support and generosity, not just at 
Christmas, but throughout the year.
On behalf of the Kirk Session, I wish you and your families a very happy, 
safe and peaceful Christmas, with our very best wishes for the New Year.

Gordon Morrison
Session Clerk
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Freewill Offering Envelopes
We will shortly be ordering our supply of Freewill Offering Envelopes for 
the year to 31 March 2023. The cost of these continues to rise and we 
note that a considerable number of those issued last year have not been 
used. There may well be good reasons for this in these difficult times 
as many members may not yet feel comfortable in returning to a busy 
Church. It was, however, still the case that many freewill envelopes were 
not used prior to the pandemic situation arising, as was evident from 
the articles we produced for the magazine in earlier years. With all due 
respect, not only is this wasteful but also a cost to your Church, if indeed 
you are requesting envelopes but not using them. Again, respectfully we 
reiterate this does not apply to everyone.

Once more we would request that you consider the suitability of your 
chosen method of giving your offering, and where suitable, appropriate 
and possible, join the Standing Order Scheme and if appropriate also join 
the Gift Aid Scheme, if you have not already done so.

Married couples may also wish to consider once again the use of only 
one envelope instead of two as many have done already. If you wish to 
join either or both of these schemes or no longer wish to receive freewill 
offering envelopes please contact either Hugh on 0141 578 0586 or by 
email hmbiggans@hotmail.co.uk or John on 0141 239 2611 or by email 
johnm.thomson@ntlworld.com by 31 December 2021.

We also wish to take this opportunity to thank the many members who 
have continued to give generously throughout the pandemic, as without 
your support we would not be in the fortunate position we are today, with 
a new Minister and no debt. Thanks to all who have increased their giving 
and to those who have recently asked how to increase their standing 
order. All that we suggest and report is offered in good faith and in an 
attempt to aid and protect Church income and expenditure.

We conclude by wishing one and all a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
Healthy New Year.

John Thomson, Treasurer
Hugh Biggans, Finance Convenor
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Organisations Accounts / Auditors

Treasurer's Report

This has been another difficult year for all of us and many organisations will 
have met only for a short time during it, if at all, however; it is still necessary 
to prepare accounts for the year to 31 December 2021 no matter how small 
they may be. I would therefore ask that all treasurers of organisations please 
ensure that a copy of their annual audited accounts is passed to the Treasurer 
or Finance Convenor no later than 20 February 2022. These accounts will 
be made up to their year-end falling into the year to 31 December 2021. 
The Nursery, Social Committee, Young Church and Friday Fellowship whose 
accounts are included in the Church Accounts should work to a deadline of 23rd 
January 2022 as I go on holiday from early February until the end of March.
The members of the Finance Committee who have volunteered to act as 
auditors for the church organisations are John Pears, Gordon Sinclair, Lewis 
Wilson and Hugh Biggans.
The Church Accounts should be submitted to Presbytery and Church of 
Scotland by 31 March annually, therefore it is very important that these 
deadlines are adhered to. We need to present the accounts to Session as early 
as possible to enable them to be inspected by our Independent Examiner prior 
to submission to the relevant bodies. Your assistance in this matter is very much 
appreciated by John and myself.

Hugh Biggans, Finance Convenor

Thank you all for your continued support and giving.
Some recent receipts I wish to mention:
 Donations to Parishioner £25 and £20
 Donation to Fabric Fund £20
 Donation to General Funds £20
 Donation following the recent wedding £250

I have also recently received the following legacies and bequests:
 A Donation in Memory of The Late Jane Jennings £1000
 From The Estate of The Late Elizabeth Cowie £500
 From The Estate of The Late Alexander Boswell £1000
 I have also received a donation from Mrs. Nancy McCulloch in
 memory of her Mum Mrs. Nan Fleming.

Thank you to everyone involved.

Change of telephone number  –  Could you please note my new 
telephone number: John Thomson Treasurer: Home Telephone Number 
0141 239 2611.

John Thomson, Finance Convener
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Carrying a Candle
The following poem was received from Rev Katy Owen:

Carrying a candle
from one little place of shelter to another
is an act of love.

To move through the huge
and hungry darkness, step by step
against the invisible wind
that blows forever around the world, 
carrying a candle,
is an act of foolhardy hope.

Surely it will be blown out:
the wind is contemptuous,
the darkness cannot comprehend it.
How much light can this tiny flame shed
on all the great issues of the day?
It is as helpless as a newborn child.

Look how the human hand
that cradles it,has become translucent
fragile and beautiful; foolish and loving.
Step by step

The wind is stronger than this hand,
and the darkness infinite
around this tiny here-and-now flame
that wavers but keeps burning:
carried with such care
through an uncaring world
from one little place of shelter to another
an act of love.
 
The light shines in the darkness
and the darkness can never put it out

Jan Sutch Pickard
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Busy Hands . . .
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Crossword

Across
1  Provisional meeting place of 

God and the Jews (Exodus 
25:9) (10)

7  David’s third son, killed when 
his head got caught in a 
tree during a  battle with his 
father (2 Samuel 18:14ñ15) 

(7)
8  They ruled much of the west 

coast of South America 
in the 15th and early 16th 
centuries (5)

10 Small deer of European and 
Asian extraction (4)

11 Seized control of (Numbers 

16       The Parishioner – December 2021 / January 2022



21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot 

by the Germans in Brussels, 
Nurse Edith ____ (6)

17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, 

together with lamb and 
unleavened bread,  was the 
Passover menu for anyone 
‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11) (4)

21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton 

described God’s grace in his 
well-known hymn

   (7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) 

(10)

Down
1  ‘_____ and see that the Lord is 

good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5)
2  ‘The wicked man flees though 

no one pursues, but the 
righteous are as ____ as a lion’ 
(Proverbs 28:1) (4)

3  One of the exiles, a 
descendant of Parosh, who 
married a foreign woman 
(Ezra 10:25) (6)

4  He escaped from Nob when 
Saul killed the rest of his 
family and joined David (1 

Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8)
5  City and lake in Central 

Switzerland (7)
6  ‘Offer your bodies as living 

________, holy and pleasing to 
God’

   (Romans 12:1) (10)
9  Pouches carried by horses 

(Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts 

government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substance 

commonly used in Jewish 
ritual (Exodus 30:1)

   (7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is 

truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 ‘You are to give him the 

name Jesus, because he will 
____ his people from their 
sins’ (Matthew 1:21) (4)
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St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
After all these years, I now understand 
why the non-conformist denominations 
sit down, rather than kneel, to say their 
prayers. That way, no decisions have to 
be taken over the number, size, shape, 
colour, material and design of kneelers 
in church.
Our present set was donated by a 
retired Major-General in 1899 to 
celebrate the Relief of Mafeking, and 
after more than a century of use by 
the pious and not-so-devout has taken 
its toll. Like certain members of our 
congregation, they now look a little 
worse for wear. Many have sprung leaks, 
so that when used, a jet of flocking is 
emitted all over the clothes of their 
neighbour, who then leaves Mattins 
looking like a Yeti.
Other kneelers have been occupied 
by grateful mice, who find them most 
congenial for nesting and who leave in 
high umbrage, creating chaos as Miss 
Mapp chases them down the aisle 
with her umbrella; that this provides 
her with the perfect excuse to leave 
before the sermon is, I am sure, entirely 
coincidental. The final straw came when 
my own, by some quirk in its design, now 
sounds like a whoopee cushion every 
time I kneel. It may cause the choirboys 
much amusement, but it lends nothing 
to the dignity of our worship.

So, we have decided to have a 
completely new set – and therein lies 
the problem. Who makes them? What 
will be the designs? Who co-ordinates 
the whole project? There is enough here 
to occupy the combined minds of our 
Church Council for the next Millennium 
and there will be enough scheming, 
manoeuvring, signing of non-aggression 
pacts and formation of tactical truces 
to make the United Nations look like 
amateurs. Unfortunately, we do not 
have the ecclesiastical equivalents of the 
blue berets to enforce peace.
The more patriotic members of the 
congregation have suggested they all 
show the Union Jack – presumably 
so they can be waved at appropriate 
moments in our services; one belligerent 
individual wants to see depictions of St 
Michael slaughtering the dragon, John 
the Baptist’s head on a platter and other 
such tasteful scenes; on the other hand, 
dear Miss Timmins wants them all to 
depict doves or small fluffy creatures, 
which would make the church look more 
like pets corner.
Cutting through these vital issues, I have 
suggested that the entire congregation 
converts to Roman Catholicism.... and 
then we could stand for our prayers and 
do without kneelers entirely. 

Your loving uncle, Eustace

The Rectory
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