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During the past week I received 
an email from Sandra requesting 
news items for the July/August 
Parishioner! 

Thinking about what I could 
contribute I realised that this copy 
you are now reading will be the 
last one until September’s edition 
and also that I will no longer be 
with you as your Locum Minister 
when it is issued.   Seems bizarre 
to be writing this note of Goodbye 
when I have not actually left, yet 
timing as it is, I would very much 
like to say a huge thank you to you 
ALL for your friendship, support 
and encouragement that has been 
given to me over the last two and 
a quarter years since I joined you 
again as your Locum Minister at 
the beginning of May 2019.  Yes! 
AGAIN!!!!, as this is my second 
time serving you through two 
occasions of Minister vacancy.

For folks who may not know, first 
time I was with you for seven 
months which was just after the 
retirement of Rev Frank Haughton 
in 2000.   Moving on from St Mary’s 
to my first Charge I remember so 
well in my leaving speech saying 
that it is not Goodbye but only a 

matter of ‘see you all again later at 
some point’. Little did Maggie and 
I know that this would become a 
reality due to the translation of 
Rev. Mark Johnstone to Glasgow 
Cathedral. God truly does work 
in mysterious ways ‘beyond our 
ken’. Serving you at St Mary’s 
prior to embarking into my first 
full time Charge and then later 
retiring and returning to Scotland 
from my second Charge in Spain, 
God’s ways and purposes for our 
lives can, and are, often take us 
by surprise as He writes the story 
of our lives according to His good 
will and purposes.  Most of the 
time beyond anything we could 
imagine! 

Over the last twenty-eight 
months it has indeed been a 
privilege, great joy and pleasure 
to serve you and to be part of the 
St Mary’s church family. 

As you are on the threshold of a 
new time in the life of the church 
with the appointment of your next 
minister Rev. Dr. Ruth Morrison,  I 
would like to wish you and Ruth 
the Lord’s richest blessing, grace 
and favour upon you, admirably 
summed up in the Doxology 

My Dear Friends . . .
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written by the Apostle Paul to the 
young church at Ephesus (3: 20 - 
21)

 To Him who by means of His 
power working in us is able 
to do so much more than we 

can ever ask for, or even think 
of:  to God be the glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus 
for all time, forever and ever! 
Amen.

Your Minister and friend…

Morris

Letter from the Interim Moderator . . .
I was delighted that so many of you made an effort to attend Church / 
watch or listen to the Service conducted by Rev. Dr. Ruth Morrison on 
30/05/21. When the ballot boxes were opened 223 votes were cast to call 
your next Minister. Rev. Dr. Ruth Morrison has accepted the invitation 
to be your new Minister and a provisional date has been agreed with the 
Presbytery of Glasgow for an Induction Date of 19/08/21. I say provisional 
because we are still working hard to have the Manse made ready for 
occupancy by a few weeks prior to that date. Until the Manse is ready 
and has been ‘signed off’ by Presbytery following the garage conversion 
an Induction cannot proceed. An application for a building warrant to 
commence the works (which should be done within 10 days) is currently 
pending with the local authority.

Presently, the ‘Call Papers’ are available in the Church on a Sunday 
morning to be signed by members and adherents whose names appear 
on our Electoral Roll/Register. If you would like to sign these and are 
unable to do so personally, then please contact our Session Clerk, Gordon 
Morrison(0141 578 5887 morrisgo@sky.com) who will assist you with 
a Mandate Form if required.

Our Locum, Rev. Morris Dutch will be on holiday from 26/7/21- 01/08/21 
during which time I will provide Pastoral Cover, and I look forward to 
leading worship at St. Mary’s, in person, on 01/08/21.

Until then, I share with you something a colleague brought to my attention 
from social media.
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As church attendance numbers fade across the nation and online services 
become very convenient (who doesn't love not getting ready in the 
morning or leaving the home?!), it's important to remember why church 
attendance for you and your family matters so much.

You can't serve from your sofa. You can't have community of faith on 
your sofa. You can't experience the power of a room full of believers 
worshipping together on your sofa.

Christians aren't consumers either. We are contributors. We don't watch. 
We engage. We give. We sacrifice. We encourage. We do life together.

The church needs you.
And you need the church.

Wherever you are, find a local church where you and your family can be 
part of community and use your talents to advance the kingdom and 
reach others. To come alongside one another physically, not just through 
a screen. While I'm grateful for technology to keep people connected that 
can't physically come to a facility or need to be away, it's absolutely not 
like being in the building. Never will be. 

Yes, church on the sofa is nice.
But it'll never be the same as church in the sanctuary.”

The arrival of Rev. Dr. Ruth Morrison is a fresh start for the congregation 
and Parish of St. Mary’s. I very much hope when she arrives, if you are able, 
you will make every effort to join her and your sisters and brothers in the 
sanctuary of St. Mary’s.

"Church on the sofa is nice, but . . ."

Rev. Ian Taylor, Interim Moderator
Minister, Springfield Cambridge Parish Church, Bishopbriggs

 0141 772 1540
 ITaylor@churchofscotland.org.uk 
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Parish Register
Funerals

Change of Address

Jesus said ‘I am the resurrection and the life …’
‘Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted’
Jesus said ‘The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God’.

It is with sadness we intimate the death of:

June 22 GEORGE STRUTHERS
 20 Glasgow Road, Kirkintilloch

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family at this sad time.

FRASER LEISHMAN, formerly of Armagh, Northern Ireland, now 
residing at 19 Gibraltar Close, Coventry.

FIONA GREEN, formerly 17 Ledgate, now residing at 15 Meiklehill Road, 
Kirkintilloch.

Treasurer's Report
My apologies but due to a number of contributory factors I am not in 
the position to provide my normal style of report.  But I do wish to thank 
all that have been able to continue to support our Church through their 
offerings and donations in whichever way you give, whether it be weekly 
or monthly. There have been some new monthly standing order offering 
donors over the last couple of months, and some folks that have been 
able to increase their giving amount. Thank you.

Below detailed some recent receipts I have received, again thank you for 
your support:

An anonymous donation £150
A donation towards the expenses related to vacancy administration £120
Donations towards the Parishioner production £60

John M. Thomson, Treasurer
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Church Flowers
While the church building continues to be closed there is no 
opportunity to display flowers on a Sunday.

We wish to thank everyone who has continued to donate to the 
flower fund at this time.  Please be reassured that your donations 
will be put to good use once we return to normal business.  In the 
meantime, please know that we continue to think about and pray 
for all those who would benefit from church flowers at this time.

Fiona Leishman, Sandra Burns, Ruth Poynton, Elizabeth Walker
The Flower Committee
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Suspension of Booking System in
St Mary's Parish Church . . .
As the nursery is closed during July and the first half of August this 
year, there will no-one in the office to take your call regarding booking a 
‘location’ for Sunday worship. 

Given that we have opened up more ‘locations’, we feel that we will now 
normally be able to accommodate everyone who arrives at the church to 
attend Sunday worship.  We have therefore decided that, on a trial basis, 
if you want to attend Sunday worship you should simply come to the 
church, where your name will be ‘ticked off’ on a master list in line with 
existing procedures. 

You will no longer be required to book to attend St Mary’s Church.
This trial will start week beginning Monday 28th June 2021 and will 
operate until further notice. 

However, should you want more information regarding this change in 
procedure, please contact John Pears on 0141 762 1205.  
We will all be very pleased to be able to welcome you to St Mary’s 
whenever you feel able to attend.

John Pears

Missed or lost your copy of the
Parishioner . . .
why not go to www.stmaryskirkintilloch.org.uk 

and see this month’s copy.  Stephen McKean, 
Webmaster, has built up previous issues online 

so you can look back on past copies.  Also 
if you wish any news or information 

to be put on the website over the 
summer months please e-mail 

webmaster@stmarykirkintilloch.org.uk 
and we will put these on the News page of 

the website.

The Parishioner Online
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Copy for the September Parishioner should be handed to Sandra Burns, 
or sent by e-mail to sandraburns.me@gmail.com no later than Sunday 
29 August.

The Publications Committee wishes everyone a good summer, with 
continued sunshine.  Thank you to all who have contributed.

PARISHIONER
HE

A retiral collection was held on the 9th and 16th May and the sum raised 
was £836.44. Sincere thanks to everyone who donated.

Currently, more than 30 million people in 20 countries are living in serious 
hunger, teetering on the brink of starvation. Covid-19, climate change and 
continued conflict has worsened hunger and insecurity around the world.  
By supporting Christian Aid, you are helping to prevent the trend.

Paul Malcolm

Christian Aid Week 2021

The Lodging House Mission are asking for clothes, in good condition, for 
homeless people in Glasgow. If you have anything to donate please put 
your items in the box marked The Lodging House Mission. They are looking 
for jumpers, T-shirts, trainers...sizes 8 and 9 for men, ladies leggings and 
men's jogging trousers...but no suits please. Thank you for your ongoing 
support.

The Food Bank is up and running again and are very grateful for St. Mary's 
generous response after lock down. The following items have been 
requested:  coffee, long life milk, tinned potatoes, tinned carrots, tinned 
sweet corn, instant mashed potatoes, washing up liquid, toiletries for 
men and deodorants. 

Katy Owen

The Lodging House Mission

The Food Bank
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Our nursery closed for the summer 
holidays on Thursday 24th June. 
What a strange and busy year it has 
been!

Congratulations to two members of 
our staff – Jean Ralph and Ashleigh 
Paterson who passed Level 7 in Social 
Services, Children and Young People. Well done, ladies!
As part of nursery self-evaluation parents were asked to ‘Gimme 5! 
(5 words to describe the nursery). We ended up with a huge list of 
positive words which included: safe, friendly, devoted, fun, active, 
amazing, encouraging! This is excellent feedback and reflects the 
work of the nursery well.

The graduations for our pre-school children were held within 
each bubble on 15th June. Unfortunately, due to Government 
advice these were unable to go ahead as planned. As parents were 
not able to join us (even outside) we employed a professional 
photographer/videographer to take photos and videos of each 
graduation. These will be shared with parents and we hope they 
will enjoy this keepsake of their child’s graduation. We wish all of 
our leavers all the very best as they head to school in August.

Special thanks to all of our nursery staff for the tremendous work 
they have done this session. It has been a very difficult year and 
they have all worked within the restrictions to give our children 
excellent opportunities to develop their learning. 

We look forward to returning in August refreshed and ready to 
start a new session when we will be providing 1140 hours. Thanks 
to Government funding we will provide snack and lunch free of 
charge.

Happy holidays everyone!
Fiona Leishman, Nursery Convener

Nursery Update

10       The Parishioner – Summer 2021



The following comes from an article by Claire Wrethem, 
spiritual care coordinator at Marie Curie Hospice, Cardiff 
and the Vale. 

I have found hope and peace in knowing that as Christians we hold fast 
to the promise that God will bring forth good out of this season, and 
that God is with our patients all the more, especially if we cannot be.

As a society and as a church, we are often poorly equipped to deal with 
death, with the fear, the questions and the concerns that come with 
it – whether people have a faith or not.  As the church, we have a real 
opportunity here to speak into this space, and to point to the hope that 
we have in Jesus. We can prepare ourselves as well for conversations 
around death and the fear of that, but most importantly (to talk about) 
the hope that we have in our Lord and Saviour. 

When someone you love is dying

A young mother writes:  It is always busy in our home, as we have four 
young children running about. But one particular Sunday afternoon 
James, my four-year-old kept following me about very closely. He was 
on my heels every time I turned around, and after nearly falling over 
him several times, I lost patience. ‘Whatever is the matter with you?’ I 
demanded. ‘Why don’t you go play?’   

He looked up at me and said: ‘This morning at church the teacher told 
us that we should walk in Jesus’ footsteps. But I can’t see Him, so I am 
walking in yours instead.’ I gathered up my young son and felt tears in my 
eyes. I thanked God for this lesson I will never forget – about the value of 
being a living example to our young ones.”

Following
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A woman took her four-month-old baby to visit her neighbour, but the 
baby began to fuss as soon as they arrived. The neighbour’s five-year-
old son asked where the baby had come from. “He was sent down from 
Heaven,” the mother replied, above the screams.

The little boy watched the baby crying for a few more minutes, and then 
turned to his mother. “I bet I know why he was sent from Heaven. God 
wanted some quiet up there!”

Cry Baby

Now here’s something that will send you straight to your kitchen to put 
the kettle on: the Great British cup of tea may not taste quite so good in 
the future. 

It seems that extreme weather and rising temperatures could lead to 
inferior leaves in the future, according to Christian Aid.

Kenya, the world’s foremost exporter of black tea, is now affected by 
erratic rainfall, floods, droughts, and rising temperatures. India, Sri Lanka 
and China, also major tea producers, face climate change problems as 
well.

Climate change has been predicted by some as likely to cut production 
in Kenya’s best tea-making areas by as much as a quarter by 2050. Even 
areas of only average growing conditions could see production fall by 39 
per cent.

As one tea farmer in Kenya’s Western Highlands, explained: “We cannot 
predict seasons anymore. Temperatures are rising, rainfall is erratic, 
often accompanied by unusual hailstones and longer droughts. If this 
continues, it will make growing tea much harder.”

How climate change could affect 
your cup of  tea
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St James the Least
The Rectory
My dear Nephew Darren

Thank you for the kind offer 
of your old computer, but I do 
not want it. I know you find it a 
fundamental basic of daily life, 
but I do not, and I intend to keep 
things that way.

This is despite the fact that our 
diocesan office now takes it 
for granted that all of us clergy 
have a computer. Indeed, the 
diocesan secretary and I have 
had several awkward phone 
calls upon this very subject. He 
can’t believe that I really don’t 
have one, and suspects that I am 
simply hiding my email address 
from him so that he cannot send 
me the daily diocesan briefings, 
weekly questionnaires, and 
constant notification of all sorts 
of meetings and training days. 
But I remain firm: I have survived 
in ministry for nearly 50 years 
without a computer, and I don’t 
intend to change now. When he 
gets tetchy with me, I take the 
high moral ground and remind 
him that St Paul did not have a 
computer.

Besides, it would not end with 
just a computer. Next, I would be 

obliged to get a printer and then 
ink cartridges and then maybe 
some sort of virus would attack 
me. As I have no idea about any 
of this, I might have to allow 
someone into the vicarage to sort 
it out, and even worse, I might 
even have to pay them. My money 
can be far more usefully spent on 
good claret.

Being without a computer also 
saves me much aggravation. From 
what I can gather, most computer 
owners spend significant parts of 
their lives either trying to get their 
machine to do something that it 
refuses to do, or else getting help 
from someone in a remote part 
of the world who speaks a jargon 
only distantly related to English, 
who assures you that whatever 
you did, it would have been better 
if you hadn’t.

So I have decided that should 
I ever REALLY need to use a 
computer for something, I will 
visit our local primary school and 
get a six year-old to do the job for 
me, which they do with effortless 
efficiency, speed and accuracy.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
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Crossword

Across
1  Sent out three times on a 

reconnaissance mission from 
Noah’s ark (Genesis 8:8–12) (4)

3  ‘The vilest — who truly believes, 
that moment from Jesus a 
pardon receives’ (8)

9  Described by the 19th-century 
MP Sir Wilfred Lawson as ‘the 
Devil in solution’ (7)

10 ‘Whoever — his life for my sake 
will find it’ (Matthew 10:39) (5)

11 King of Gezer (Joshua 10:33) (5)
12 Gideon’s home town (Judges 
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6:11) (6) 
14 The area under the jurisdiction 

of a primate, for example, 
Canterbury, York (13)

17 To him God promised that 
David would be king (1 
Chronicles 11:3) (6)

19 A descendant of Aaron who 
was not allowed to offer food 
to God (Leviticus 21:20) (5)

22 ‘If any of you — wisdom, he 
should ask God’ (James 1:5) (5)

23 I gain me (anag.) (7)
24 Relating to the armed forces (1 

Chronicles 5:18) (8)
25 Title given to 2 Down (abbrev.) 

(4)

Down
1  Greek coins (Acts 19:19) (8)
2  Church of England incumbent 

(5)
4  What Epaphroditus 

was to Paul 
(Philippians 2:25) 
(6-7)

5  Mother of David’s 
sixth son (2 
Samuel 3:5) (5)

6  ‘We are hard 
pressed on 
every side, but 
not crushed; 
perplexed, but 
not in — ’ (2 
Corinthians 4:8) 
(7)

7  It destroys 
treasures on earth 
(Matthew 6:19) (4)

8  It threatened Paul 

in Jerusalem (Acts 21:35) (3,3)
13 Well-known Reference 

Bible that espoused 
dispensationalism (8)

15 Where the choir sits in a parish 
church (7)

16 Real do (anag.) (6)
18 ‘Martha, Martha... you are 

worried and — about many 
things’ (Luke 10:41) (5)

20 ‘One man considers one day 
more sacred than another; 
another man considers every 
day — ’ (Romans 14:5) (5) 

21 A place with twelve springs 
and 70 palm trees where the 
Israelites camped (Exodus 
15:27) (4)
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Church Organisations

For further information on any of the above – 

Please contact the Church Office on 

0141 775 1166 or email: office.stmarys@btconnect.com 

Contact list 
2013.14 

Organisation Location Time Contact 

Sunday Sunday Worship Church 11am Rev Mark Johnstone 
Kidz Zone Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
Seekers 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
Creche Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
Fairtrade Stall Main Hall 12 noon Leslie Baird/Fiona Leishman 
Badminton 
Beginners Main Hall 4.30-5.30pm Trevor Patterson 
Junior Main Hall 5.30-7.30pm Trevor Patterson 
Senior Main Hall 7.30-9.30pm Liz Barrie 

Monday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
Ladies Bowling Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Cathie Devine 
BB Shipmates Main Hall 6-7pm Lindsey Campbell 
BB Junior/Company Main/Mid Hall 6.45-8.30pm Garry Burns/Iain Hill 
Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown/Jean Ralph 
Men’s Club Main Hall 7.30-10pm Archie Smith 

Tuesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
Ladies Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Doreen More 
Badminton 
Junior Main Hall 6-8pm Trevor Patterson 
Senior Main Hall 8-10.30pm Liz Barrie 
Prayer Time Meeting Place 7-7.30pm Rev Katy Owen 
Country Dancing Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Moira MacNeill 

Wednesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
Wednesday Welcome Session House 10-11.20am Mary Stirling 
Wednesday Service Church 11.30-12noon Rev Mark Johnstone 
Over 50’s Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Anne Allan 
Rainbows Mid Hall 6.30-7.30pm Agnes Marran 
Brownies Main Hall 6.30-7.45pm HHaayylleeaa  OO’’BBrriieenn  
Vestry Church Vestry 7-9pm Church Office 
Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown/Jean Ralph 
Trefoil Guild 
(monthly) 

Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Edith Dunn 

Thursday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
Flower Circle 
(Alternate Weeks) 

Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Elizabeth Walker 

Friday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
Listener’s Circle 
(Monthly) 

Session House 
(church) 

2-4pm Robert Dewar 

Guild Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Moira MacNeill 

Organisation Location Time Contact Contact list 
2019.20

Sunday Sunday Worship Church 11am Rev Morris Dutch 

Young Church Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens 

Fairtrade Stall Main Hall 12 noon Leslie Baird/Fiona Leishman 

Badminton - Senior Main Hall 7.30-10pm Liz Barrie 

Monday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne McDonald

Ladies Bowling Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Cathie Devine 

Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown 

Tuesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne McDonald

Ladies Badminton Main Hall 1.15-3.15pm Ann Selbie 

Badminton - Senior Main Hall 8-10.30pm Liz Barrie 

Prayer Time Meeting Place 7-7.30pm Rev Katy Owen 

Country Dancing Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Moira MacNeill 

Wednesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne McDonald

Wednesday Welcome Session House 10-11.20am Mary Stirling 

Wednesday Service Church 11.30-12noon Rev Morris Dutch 

Over 50's Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Anne Allan 

Rainbows Mid Hall 6.30-7.30pm Janet Millin 

Brownies Main Hall 6.30-7.45pm Cara Daniels 

Vestry Church Vestry 7-9pm Church Office 

Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown 

Guides Main Hall 7.30-9.30pm Cara Daniels 

Trefoil Guild Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Edith Dunn 
(monthly) 

Thursday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne McDonald

Flower Circle Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Elizabeth Walker 

(Alternate Weeks) 

Friday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne McDonald

Listener's Circle Session House 2-4pm Edith Dunn 

(Monthly) (church) 

Friday Fellowship Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Moira MacNeill 
(Alternate Weeks) 
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