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St Mary's Parish Church, Kirkintilloch Profile
Following our minister moving on to a new charge, we are currently in vacancy.
The Kirk Session has decided to depart from the historic and current practice in
order to permit the ordination, induction and appointment of a minister who is in a
civil partnership or a same sex marriage.
We, at St Mary's Parish Church, Kirkintilloch are grateful for this opportunity to share
our parish profile with you, and thank you for reading through it to gain an insight
into the life of our church.
We are confident that you will find in us a church that is open to growth and
change.

“St. Mary's is at the heart of
Kirkintilloch, with Kirkintilloch at
its heart”.

The Ministry needed at St Mary's is one based on Jesus' example of The Good
Shepherd! i.e. Focus on caring for the congregation, young and old alike, a strong
Pastoral emphasis, good Bible teaching, a heart for mission and aiming for the
highest quality of Sunday worship. Reaching the wider community with Faith and a
view to see Church growth i.e. numerically and spiritually!
We are seeking a minister who will be readily approachable, pastoral in outlook,
community and parish minded, whose teaching and leadership will largely follow
the mainstream tradition but will be open to new challenges to take St Mary's
forward in the 21st century.
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Our new minister should be someone who: -

¥
Is comfortable with their theology and the motivational, inspirational
preaching of God's Word.
¥
Is easy to be with, talk to and able to relate to all ages in the church and
beyond ….. a people's person!
¥
Enjoys visiting and caring for folks at home/hospital in conjunction with elders
visiting their districts in a pastoral role when they are delivering church
magazines etc.
¥
Is keen to work with young folks and leaders.
¥
Is committed to nursery and school's chaplaincy.
¥
Is a student of the Bible and a person of Prayer (knows what they believe).
¥
Is a missionary …. to engage in church outreach with local community etc.
¥
Can prioritise the congregation of St Mary's within the wider community.
¥
Seeks the Glory of God.
The church has recently completed the follow-up Local Church Review for
Presbytery.

We are simply ST MARY'S ….

S
T

Sanctuary/Stewardship

M
A
R
Y
S

Mother Church

Teaching & Leading/Transforming/21st century vision/Together in Faith

A new journey in Faith/All are welcome in this place/Approachable
Reaching out to the wider community/Resilient
Young Church/Youth
St Mary's, so much more than a building/Supportive/Sociable
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Location
https://cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/church_finder/profile.php?property_id=18235

Kirkintilloch is a vibrant town on the outskirts of
North East Glasgow, with the magnificent
backdrop of the Campsie Hills and the Forth and
Clyde canal on the doorstep of St Mary's.
The town has much to offer with a good selection
of local shops and supermarkets with plenty of
retail therapy easily accessible in Glasgow via the
excellent public transport links or via the motorway
network a short drive from Kirkintilloch.
Kirkintilloch has five non-denominational primary
schools, one Additional Support Needs school and
two secondary schools (Kirkintilloch High and
St Ninian’s High). St Mary's has no chaplaincy role in any of the schools at present
due to the location of the church. Also, in nearby Lenzie there are two primary
schools, one secondary school (Lenzie Academy) and one Additional Support
Needs school. Furthermore, there is a Gaelic primary school in Bishopbriggs which
is only a short distance from Kirkintilloch. For more information on local schools
follow the link.
Kirkintilloch has a great variety of health and fitness opportunities both in the
church and in the local community to suit all age groups and abilities. Locally,
there is a leisure centre with a pool, five a side pitches etc. Please see link below
for more information. https://www.edlc.co.uk/sport-leisure/leisure-centres
The Forth and Clyde canal is a focal point in the centre of the community, with
tow paths to Glasgow and Bowling to the West and to Falkirk and Grangemouth to
the East. The Kelpies are located beside the canal in Falkirk, along with the Falkirk
Wheel which provides a link with the Union Canal.
If you are interested in music and arts there are plenty of events and venues close
by in Glasgow and locally with something for all tastes.
The town has a good selection of restaurants and cafes and you'll always be
guaranteed a blether wherever you go.
All in all, Kirkintilloch is a great place to live and work with a strong community spirit
and a warm welcome. It is not without its issues and like so many towns and
villages has faced economic challenges and hardship but the town continues to
thrive through the strength shown by its community.

3

History of St Mary's
St Mary's Parish Church, which stands at the centre of
Kirkintilloch, has a beauty and grandeur that speaks of its
intended role as a 'temple' and 'cathedral'. It was
designed to be unashamedly majestic. Its architects
were not parochial in searching for the desired effect,
and borrowed from pre-Reformation and English church
design traditions. St Mary's is a Church of Scotland
church, but it is much more than that architecturally.
On completion of the building in 1914 the windows had been glazed with White
Cathedral Glass as contractually specified, but the plans to replace this with
stained glass were already in place. Now, in the 21st century, they represent a
remarkable selection of the changing styles and imagery of Scottish ecclesiastical
stained glass. There are six groups of memorial windows in the sanctuary, five to
individuals closely connected with the church, and the sixth, an impressive
memorial to those who suffered and died in the Great War.
Four ministers have served St Mary's in the last century. All of them
have worked towards their vision of having buildings that met the
varying needs of the congregation, parish and community
balancing the commitment to legacy and the need for new
growth.
As part of our Future Focus Initiative in 2011 a Timeline was created
to give the story of our church as well as the local community and
further afield. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5aWq14ZtoQs

Facts and Figures
During our time in vacancy, St Mary's has managed to clear a shortfall to our
Ministries & Mission allocation. This has been achieved within a short period of time
through an Advent appeal and some of our Reserves. This is very encouraging
going forward and our finances are now on a more regular and stable foundation.
We also sold the church manse in April 2020 and purchased a new manse at the
end of 2020 looking forward to reduce running and maintenance costs.

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Number of Baptisms

23

22

22

4

0

Number of Weddings 8

12

6

2

0

Number of Funerals

46

61

43

17

63

Currently, the Kirk Session totals 39, 27 Male and 12 Female with age range 50 to 80+.
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Church Services
Our Communion Roll of St Mary's Parish,
Kirkintilloch currently stands at 588
members, with an additional 27 adherents.
Approximately 160 attend the morning
service on Sundays. In addition, the church
also has a Wednesday Welcome where
around 30 attend on a regular basis.
There is a Morning Service each Sunday at
11.00 am and no Evening Service at the
moment. At present we use the CH4 hymn
book and our worship is traditional.
Holy Communion is celebrated on the second Sunday in May and the first Sunday
in November (Common Cup) and in addition, March and September (Individual
Cup).
Holy Communion is also celebrated during Holy
Week as part of local joint services with our Parish
Grouping St David's, St Columba's and Hillhead. On
Easter Sunday morning communion is also
celebrated after the early morning walk from
Hillhead to St Mary's.

Seasonal Services
At Harvest Thanksgiving gifts are received and then delivered to
such organisations as Glasgow's Lodging House Mission and the
local Food Bank.
There is an annual Christmas Gift Service where gifts are then
delivered to local charities e.g. East Dunbartonshire Social Work
Department and Women's Aid as well as monetary donations to
two nominated charities for that year.
Unfortunately, this year the charities were not
able to accept gifts but the church still
collected and distributed monetary gifts to the
various organisations.
Young Church hold their Recognition Service in June with an
annual Nativity at Christmas.
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A week in St Mary's
Monday
AM

?
St Mary's Nursery

Wednesday

Tuesday
AM

?
St Mary's Nursery

AM

?
St Mary's Nursery
?
Wednesday Welcome and

the Wednesday Service

PM

?
Afternoon: Ladies bowling

PM

club
?
Evening: Running/walking
club which explores lots
of different routes around
the local area

PM

?
St Mary's Nursery

?
Flower Circle

(Alternate weeks)

PM

Friday
AM

PM

?
St Mary's Nursery

?
Evening: the Girl Guiding

Association run Rainbows,
Brownies and Guides with
the Trefoil Guild
meeting monthly
?
Running/walking club

country dancing. Before
the badminton or country
dancing commence there is
an opportunity to attend
Prayer Time with Rev
Katy Owen

Thursday
AM

?
Evening: Badminton &

Sunday
AM

?
Monthly Listeners’

Circle
?
Friday Fellowship
(Alternate weeks)

PM

?
Church service
?
Young Church
?
Teas & coffees in the

Main hall where the
congregation have a
chance to catch up with
each other
?
Fairtrade Stall selling
coffee, rice, chocolate,
pens etc.
?
Badminton

Nursery
In partnership with East Dunbartonshire Council, the church runs a
nursery school. We provide fully funded places for up to 70 pre-school
and ante pre-school children. The nursery currently provides 950 hours
and is ready to provide 1140 hours when required.
The nursery is staffed by fully qualified Early Years Workers and an Admin Assistant.
They are supported by a Head of Centre and Transition Manager.
In line with Government Guidelines, we provide a full range of learning
opportunities across all curricular areas.
At present during Covid 19, the nursery has exclusive use of the halls and outdoor
area and operates in social bubbles.
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Staffing
On the Church payroll we employ: ¥
A Church Officer
¥
A Church Cleaner

We also engage the services of an organist which is a paid post.
In relation to Church office support, the Church Secretary
proportion of this is a shared resource coming under Nursery staff.

Social Activities
St Mary's have a proactive social committee who host a varied and interesting
programme of events throughout the year that appeal to all ages and are well
attended, including:
¥
Burns Supper
¥
Lunches at Easter, summer, Harvest and Christmas
¥
Quiz nights
¥
Films
¥
Fashion shows
¥
Themed events
¥
Craft afternoons

These events are only possible due to the hard work and
commitment of the social committee who strive to deliver an
excellent activities calendar providing fellowship for all.

Eco Church
St Mary's Parish Church is an Eco-Congregation. The
members of the church worked hard to achieve three
awards over a period of six years from 2011 to 2017. During
that time our Young Church participated in Sunday
Worship and made and displayed posters on a particular
theme. We had several Coffee Mornings to promote
Fairtrade and raise money for school children in Malawi
and a Nursing College in Bangladesh.
Other projects were recycling socks and shoes to a foot clinic in
Glasgow's Lodging House Mission, walking part of the Thomas Muir
Heritage Trail, engaging High School boys to make nesting boxes for
swifts and cutting our carbon foot print to save the planet. We
continue to recycle, have a Fairtrade Stall every Sunday and
promote the 90K rice challenge for Malawi.
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Christian Aid
As a church we also support Christian Aid throughout the year with
door-to-door collections and hosting their annual fayre.

Community Engagement
St Mary's is part of the local Parish Grouping which is in the early stages of
its development. It includes St David's Memorial Park, St Columba's and
Hillhead.
As well as Sunday worship there
is a short service in our session
house on a Wednesday
morning. The sanctuary is open on the
first Wednesday of every month to all
who want to visit. Many people from all
over the world have visited us over the
past 4 years.
As well as our 'Open Doors' initiative, we
regularly participate in the annual
'Doors Open Day' and 'The Kirkintilloch
Canal Festival' initiatives, where we
again open our church and provide
refreshments for all who come to visit us.
We have, for many years, also opened our sanctuary as a venue for musical
events. A number of groups have used our church for their concerts and again
hundreds of people have flooded into our sanctuary to hear their music.
In particular we have formed a very strong bond with Kirkintilloch Male Voice Choir
who rehearse, have their concerts in our church and have also recorded three
CDs in the building. They are led by Kirk Session Elder, Sally McLellan and Church
Organist, David Burns and as a choir feel very much at home in St Mary's. Over the
years, at their invitation, Welsh Male Voice Choirs have also performed in our
sanctuary, again attracting many hundreds of an audience from our community
and beyond.
Pre Covid 19, other non-church
organisations such as Kirkintilloch
Horticultural Society, Trefoil Guild, Rotary
etc have also used our sanctuary/halls for
various events.
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The Manse
St Mary's has recently purchased a new manse in the Braes of Yetts Barratt Housing
Development, Waterside Road, Kirkintilloch with details listed below: Braes of Yetts plot 86 (Dunbar)
The relevant plot is Plot 86 (it is located in the top left-hand corner of the plan). It is
a 4-bedroom detached villa with off street parking. It has a large dining kitchen
and separate lounge with downstairs WC and utility room. There are 4 bedrooms
and bathroom upstairs with the master bedroom having an ensuite. The integral
garage will be converted to a study to make it two public rooms downstairs along
with the dining kitchen.
It will be ready April 2021. It is located out with St Mary's Parish but still in Kirkintilloch.
It has an open outlook to the Campsies and is 5 - 10 minutes' drive from the
Church.

Stewardship
We have a stewardship committee appointed by the Session to co-ordinate a
stewardship programme as opposed to a stewardship campaign. We have a
good record of stewardship campaigns in line with Church of Scotland initiatives
such as our Giving for Living series of dinners and the Future Focus evening events
from previous years. Focusing on purely financial stewardship, Members of the
Session co-ordinated the recent successful appeal for the roof works and more
recently the appeal for funds to settle the deficit on our Ministries and Mission
account. These two campaigns showed an incredible generosity on the part of
the Parishioners.
We are actively engaged in the Narrative of Generosity modular Stewardship
Programme. This programme is not simply about money - it is about how we, as a
congregation, think about our relationships with God, our community, our
environment, our gifts, our money and our possessions. In March, we held a couple
of evenings of fellowship, with discussion around the theme of Vision. We have
engaged with and been supported by the Stewardship Department of the Church
of Scotland in this endeavour.
The Committee will work on the reflections from
these events. We have developed a
stewardship week to be the first week in March
each year when we focus on a module from the
Narrative. The emphasis will be to investigate
different ways to work through each module to
ensure the approach is different and engaging
each time.
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Finance
St Mary's has a financial team responsible for budgeting, reporting and ensuring
diligent management of our financial resources. At present St Mary's finances are
reasonably healthy with the churches Ministry and Mission contribution to The
Church of Scotland (£61,028) being paid in full for 2020.
To meet our financial obligations members are
encouraged to contribute by standing order
and utilise Gift Aid to maximise their donations.
We also continue to have weekly offerings and
receive other income from the nursery, fund
raising activities such as the Young Church
Christmas Fayre and through donations
gratefully received from groups and individuals
affiliated to the church or local community.

Information
More information about St Mary's Parish Church can be seen on the church
website and Facebook page.
The church magazine, 'The Parishioner' provides information and updates on
church events and is distributed regularly to members.
Copies of the Centenary book are also available by contacting the church.
Enquiries and Applications
Informal enquiries can be made to the Interim Moderator:
Rev. Ian Taylor BD. Th. M
Telephone: 0141 772 1540
Email: ITaylor@churchofscotland.org.uk
Applications (by CV and covering letter with three referees) can be made to:
The Convenor of the Nominating Committee:Fiona Leishman fmleishman@gmail.com
or
The Clerk to the Nominating Committee:Louise Dunn louise_dunn@outlook.com
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