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‘Spring is in the air’.
At last!!!!

Yes, over the last few days we 
have enjoyed some lovely days 
of dry weather, blue skies and 
a wee bit of sun. The days are 
getting longer! I wonder if you 
feel like me that we are now on 
the threshold of Spring? Outside, 
new life is beginning to return to 
many plants and trees with buds 
forming that are ready to explode 
with new growth.  Yes, I feel we are 
turning a corner from Winter to 
Spring with all the beauty of God’s 
creation that accompanies it.  It 
has been a long year in so many 
ways. The cold dark Winter days 
and nights can often make us feel 
low in spirit, as it would appear 
that there is no end in sight. The 
same could also be true of the 
terrible pandemic we have all had 
to live with over the last year thus 
making us yearn for an end to 
lock-downs and restrictions that 
make us desire to see better days 
ahead. There is an old saying that 
‘the night can seem darkest before 
the dawn’.  Yes, it has been a tough 
year in many ways!  Yet, as we are 
entering Spring we give thanks 

that there is a light appearing at 
the end of the pandemic tunnel 
with the roll out of vaccinations 
that should eventually lead us 
back to the ‘normal ‘ lives that 
we once enjoyed and took for 
granted.  

Over the last number of weeks 
since the beginning of January, 
each Sunday, I have led us in a 
series of expository sermons 
through a study of Paul’s Letter to 
the Church at Philippi. This may 
seem quite a different style from 
the topical sermons that you may 
be used to! However, sometimes 
it can be good to adopt another 
approach as it also can offer 
much benefit by giving a new 
appreciation of the richness of our 
Faith by reflecting on the teaching 
of a complete New Testament 
Letter.  Personally, I do know that 
this has been a great blessing for 
me as I have been able to learn 
much more about the reason, 
audience and the setting and 
occasion of why Paul wrote what 
he did. 

Often when we study the Bible 
we find that it can speak a ‘Now 
Word’ that is very relevant to our 

My Dear Friends . . .
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lives and current situation.  It is 
here we find encouragement and 
teaching that will help us deal with 
our own particular challenges. It 
further offers reassurance that we 
are not alone as our God is with us 
in the midst of our lives. 

Studying Paul’s Epistle to the 
Philippians revealed to me many 
present day parallels which are 
relevant to our lives today! 

Some factors that spoke to me 
were: 

●  Paul was chained to a Roman 
Guard 24 hours a day under house 
arrest, he couldn’t get out and 
live a normal live and do normal 
things, he was house bound and 
restricted in movement.

●  He relied on Timothy and 
Epaphroditus to help him and 
supply all that he needed!

●  Life was hard and his future was 
uncertain as he faced a trial before 
Caesar that would determine 
whether he would be acquitted or 
executed.

●  Paul faced much temptation to 
be downcast and worry about his 
life and future.

●  He had church problems in 
Philippi with two ladies who were 
quarreling!

Truth is that Paul's circumstances 
did not rob him of his Christian 
joy.  His peace and joy were found 
in Jesus his LIVING Saviour and 
Lord!!!  His security was NOT in 
things or what this world offered, 
rather his security was in a Person. 
He found peace and victory over 
anxiety and worry through the 
God given gift of PRAYER. 

No prayer is ever too big or small 
to give to God!  God knows our 
struggles and concerns and today 
we give thanks that there is a 
glimmer of daylight at the end 
of the pandemic tunnel. Like the 
Apostle Paul may we experience 
God’s grace and peace through 
prayer as we journey in our lives 
and faith.

God’s ear is always inclined 
towards us as He is only a prayer 
away.  

May you all know and experience 
the Shalom of God in your hearts!

Your Locum Minister
and friend…

Morris
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Following on from my article last month I am pleased to advise that 
a Nominating Committee has now been formed. Thank you to the 222 
members and adherents who returned their ballot forms, and to our 
Session Clerk, Gordon Morrison for his assistance to me with this process. 
Thank you to all those members and adherents who offered themselves 
for consideration to serve on the Committee.

The Nominating Committee is composed of the following 
representatives for St. Mary’s:

Lesley Bevens
I'm happily married to John and have 
2 lovely girls called Cara and Beth. 
St Mary's Parish Church has always 
been part of my life from a wee girl 
attending with my family, going 
on Sunday school trips, attending 
Brownies & Girl Guides and then 20 
years ago, being married by the Rev 
Mark Johnstone. St Mary's has been 
an integral part of my life and always 
will be and it would be a privilege to 
be able to serve on our Nominating 
Committee.

Hugh Biggans
I am a member of the Kirk Session at 
St Mary’s and for the past 15 years, I 
have served in the capacity of Finance 
Convener. I also part of the group 
leading our recent roof restoration 
project. More recently, I have been 
participating in our monthly Doors 
Open Day initiative. I lead a “Sunday 
morning” duty group and also attend 
our Wednesday Welcome service.

Garry Burns
I am a member of our Kirk Session, 
where I serve as Youth Convener, as 
well as St Mary’s Presbytery Elder. I 
am a regular member of the Church 
Choir and also take a lead role in 
the organisation of our Communion 
celebrations. Since the start of 
lockdown restrictions last year, I 
have been helping with the recording 
of our Sunday Services (including the 
intimations, when required!).

Ken Craig
I have been a member of our Kirk 
Session for approximately 20 years 
and during that time I have served as 
Associate Session Clerk. I have worked 
closely with the youth in our Church, 
including establishing our Youth 
Fellowship group. I recognise the 
importance of identifying the right 
person to take St Mary’s forward and 
I would value this opportunity to be 
part of our Nominating Committee.

Vacancy Business
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Louise Dunn
I’ve been linked to St Mary’s all 
my life - Sunday school, brownies 
and guides. I attend worship every 
Sunday with my Mum. I have been 
a leader with Young Church since 
1994 and I am an active participant 
in the weekly prayer group. I would 
welcome this opportunity to serve 
on our Nominating Committee.

Ruth Hart
Hi, my name is Ruth Hart (some 
of you will know me better by my 
maiden name, Ruth Patterson). I was 
christened by Frank Haughton in 1991 
and I'm the 4th generation of my 
family to have attended St Mary's. 
I've come through the Sunday School 
as a child and I have been a Sunday 
School teacher for the past 10 years. 
Some of you will recognise me from 
playing the piano and oboe in church. 
I divide my time between St Mary's 
and Hillhead where I play the organ 
on a part time basis. 

Fiona Leishman
I am an active member involved 
in many aspects of church life 
including being convenor of our 
nursery. As I was part of the last 
vacancy committee I can bring that 
experience to enable us to select the 
right candidate to allow the church 
to move forward.

Matt Lynch
I have been a very regular worshiper 
at St Mary’s for the last 8 years. You 
may know me to see, or perhaps you 
will have stopped for a chat while 
I have been tending to the Church 
garden. I recognise the importance 
of finding the right person to take St 
Mary’s forward and I would welcome 
the opportunity to help influence 
this decision.

Graham McKenzie
I have been a member of St Mary's 
for more than 10 years, having moved 
to Scotland in 2008. My family 
and I have been welcomed into the 
congregation and have been involved 
in many of the church's activities, 
including my daughter having been 
in the young church. I hope to use my 
understanding of what is important 
to the congregation to help select a 
minister who will take us on the next 
stage of our spiritual journey.

Sally McLellan
I have been a member of the Kirk 
Session for over twenty years with 
responsibility for, amongst other 
things, organising the arrangements 
for our communion Services. I am a 
member of the church choir and also 
the Musical Director of Kirkintilloch 
Male Voice Choir. I would welcome 
the opportunity to help find the next 
minister for St. Mary's - taking us 
forward in the 21st century.
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John Pears
I am a member of St Mary’s Kirk 
Session, serving as vice convener 
of the Finance Committee. I am 
involved in the arrangements for 
our monthly “Doors Open” days and 
now take a lead role in organising 
our safety procedures when we are 
able to open the sanctuary during 
the Covid-19 restrictions. I also have 
responsibility for all our Church 
and Hall lets for both internal and 
external organisatons.

Margaret Pears
Involved in St Mary’s all my life, 
chaired two student minister 
support groups, currently St Mary’s 
Safeguarding Co-ordinator and 
member of the Flower Circle, I would 
welcome the opportunity to help 
move St. Mary’s forward. 

Gillian Thomson
I am a recently retired clerical assistant, married to John and mum to two 
daughters and a grandmother. As a family we came to St Mary’s in 1994, the 
girls attended Sunday school and I helped in Sunday school for a number of 
years. I am a regular worshipper in the sanctuary and would be privileged to 
serve on the nominating committee.

In further Vacancy News I can 
also confirm that the Kirk Session 
has finalised our Parish Profile 
which will shortly be loaded onto 
our website and this has also been 
approved by the Advisory Committee 
of the Presbytery of Glasgow.  That 
Committee’s representative met 
with the newly formed Nominating 
Committee on 28/02/21 to give 
some general advice and guidance. 
At that meeting Fiona Leishman was 
appointed as Convener, and Louise 
Dunn as Clerk. 

Please support them prayerfully. 

Prayer is essential and the 
Committee will seek the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit in all its endeavours. 
All meetings of the Committee will 
be opened and closed in prayer, as 
well as whenever key or contentious 
decisions are approached. 

It should be fully understood from 
the very beginning that the work of 
the Committee is confidential at all 
times. It should not be discussed with 
other members of the congregation or 
with others outside the congregation, 
including family members.  Once we 
have a nominee, and he or she has 
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Change of Address
Mrs Sheena Nicol formerly Bellevue Road, now residing at 8 
Northbank Avenue, Kirkintilloch

Rev. Ian Taylor, Interim Moderator
Minister, Springfield Cambridge Parish Church, 

Bishopbriggs
 0141 772 1540

 ITaylor@churchofscotland.org.uk 

accepted, careful discussion needs to 
take place between the Nominating 
Committee, the nominee and the 
Interim Moderator to ensure that the 
name doesn’t leak out before his or 
her existing congregation is properly 
informed. 

The work to complete our new Manse 
continues, but there has been a slight 
delay to the completion date now of 
22/04/21. After that we will make 

the necessary alterations with the 
garage conversion into an additional 
room and some other minor internal 
works (i.e. alarm installation).

In the next edition of the Parishioner 
I will outline some of the procedures 
of how the Committee will go about 
meeting, interviewing, hearing, and 
presenting a prospective candidate 
for voting to the congregation in the 
midst of a pandemic.

Parish Register
Funerals
Jesus said ‘I am the resurrection and the life …’
‘Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted’
Jesus said ‘The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God’.

It is with sadness we announce the following deaths.
February 23 Kenneth Darroch, 68 Waverley Crescent,
   Kirkintilloch

Our thoughts and prayers are with all the family at this sad time.
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The Church office has NOW RE-OPENED and is located on 
the right as you enter the Church Halls.  The secretary, Mrs 
Denise Japp, is available in the office Monday to Friday 
8.30am – 12.30pm and may be the first point of contact 
for general enquiries. Denise will be able to refer you to the 
person best suited to respond. Church office telephone 0141 
775 1166 or e-mail: office.stmarys@btconnect.com

Missed or lost your copy of the
Parishioner . . .
why not go to www.stmaryskirkintilloch.org.uk 

and see this month’s copy.  Stephen McKean, 
Webmaster, has built up previous issues online 

so you can look back on past copies.  Also 
if you wish any news or information 

to be put on the website over the 
summer months please e-mail 

webmaster@stmarykirkintilloch.org.uk 
and we will put these on the News page of 

the website.

The Parishioner Online

Church Office  –  Now Re-opened

Copy for the April magazine should be e-mailed to 
sandraburns.me@gmail.com no later than Sunday 28 March 
2021.  If there are any changes to our current situation prior to 
this date, further information will be issued accordingly. 

PARISHIONER
HE
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Church
Flowers

We wish to thank everyone 
who has continued to donate 
to the flower fund at this time.  
We still cannot deliver church 
flowers to anyone at present, 
but please be reassured that 
your donations will be put to 
good use once all restrictions 
are lifted.  In the meantime, 
please know that we continue 
to think about and pray for all 
those who would benefit from 
church flowers at this time.

Fiona Leishman, Sandra 
Burns, Ruth Poynton, 

Elizabeth Walker
The Flower Committee
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From the Treasurer
Simply THANK YOU to 
all who have continued 
to send me offerings to 
support your Church 
during current closure 
conditions.

THANK YOU also to all 
who continue to support 
and contribute by standing 
order, and to those who 
have recently set up a new 
standing order.

Recent Receipts and 
Donations:

We have recently received 
£35,000 transfer from St 
Mary’s Nursery.

We have received a legacy of 
£14,000 from the Estate of 
The Late Mrs Isobel Hay.

Some Receipts and 
Donations during 2020:

St Marys Badminton Club 
£500

St Marys Flower Circle 
£1,000

Tuesday Ladies Badminton 
Club £287.39

St Marys Country Dance 
Class £600

And THANK YOU to those 
folks that have sent me and 
provided donations towards 
expenditure items or known 
projects, be it for Parishioner 
production, garden upkeep, 
Covid 19 sanitary and 
cleaning expenses, or indeed 
expenses in relation to 
the administration of the 
vacancy procedures, to name 
just some for example.

Most of the generous donors 
would wish to remain 
anonymous and therefore 
I offer a general and 
cumulative “thank you” as 
expression of my gratitude.
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I am delighted to let you know that, in 
line with Government guidelines, the 
nursery re-opened on 22nd February. 
Staff and children are happy to be 
back together – indeed there were 
reports of children dancing into nursery on 
opening day!
We welcomed three new children in 
the first week and a further child will 
join us this week. We also welcomed a new member of staff; Katie 
Wilson is our new cook and has already made quite an impression 
with her homemade soup! I wish Katie every success in her new 
role and look forward to sampling her soup when Government 
restrictions are eased and I am able to visit the nursery again.
Our children have been exploring outdoors and have been looking 
for signs of spring as part of this term’s learning. 
Applications for a nursery place for next session have now closed 
and we look forward to hearing how many children will be joining 
us in August when we will offer 1140 hours of learning for each 
child.
Please continue to keep the nursery staff and children in your 
prayers as they settle into new routines and plan for the term 
ahead.

Fiona Leishman, Nursery Convener

Nursery Report

Bell Ringers  

We are pleased to intimate that the bells will be rung on alternate Sundays until further notice by Leslie Bevens 
and Jen Biggans  
 
 

   British Summer Time ends on Sunday 25th October.  Please remember to put your clocks  
and watches BACK one hour before retiring on the Saturday evening or you will be too early for Church. 
 

The summer may be over, 
And Winter drawing hear, 

But now, it’s time for meetings, 
For friendship, warmth and cheer. 
There’s purple on the mountains, 

And beauty all around 
With here and there a summer rose 

Still waiting to be found. 

It’s time for reminiscing, 
Recalling summer days, 

For sharing hope and happy thoughts 
In many quiet ways. 
A time of relaxation, 

Of fellowship and joy, 
Creating autumn memories, 
That winter can’t destroy. 

 
The Parishioner 
Copy for the November issue should be handed to Sandra Burns, sent by e-mail to sandraburns.me@gmail.com 
or left in the Publications pigeon hole in the Hall vestibule no later than Sunday 27 October. 

VISITORS ARE WELCOME 
The Church office is located on the right as you enter the Church Halls.  The secretary, Mrs Denise Jaap is 
available in the office Monday to Friday 8.30 a.m. – 1.00 p.m. and may be the first point of contact for general 
enquiries.  Denise will be able to refer you to the person best suited to respond.  Church office telephone 0141 
775 1166 or e-mail: office.stmarys@btconnect.com 

Don’t ‘go it alone’ 
If you are helping others at this time, remember to still leave space and time for yourself. Going the extra mile 
for other people all the time will only ensure one thing; your collapse. Work in teams. Even the Good 
Samaritan did not attempt to help the injured man all on his own; he brought in the innkeeper. By sharing the 
problem, they solved it! 
 

Nursery Update 

The children in the nursery have settled well. Children and families continue to adapt to the ‘new normal’ and 
have been incredibly supportive of change. Children are enjoying the use of the extended outdoor space and 
new shelters. Packed lunch with friends is going down a treat and everyone seems to be embracing the longer 
days. 

We are pleased to intimate 
that the bells will be rung on 
alternate Sundays until further 
notice by Leslie Bevens and Jen 
Biggans. 

Bell Ringers

QUESTIONS: 
1. How many days are counted in lent? 
2. What colour is traditionally associated with the lent season? 
3. Which day of the week is NOT included in the lent season? 
4. The main reason Christians give up coffee, chocolate or Facebook during lent is: 
5. Some Christian countries give up eating what during lent? 
6. Maundy Thursday or Holy Thursday commemorates what? 
7. What food is often eaten on Shrove Tuesday? 
8. What is traditionally done on Ash Wednesday? 
9. On Palm Sunday, Jesus rode into Jerusalem on what? 
10. What word is not meant to be said or sung during Lent? 
11. The Wednesday before Easter is called Holy Wednesday, but what other name is it sometimes 

called?  

ANSWERS: 
1. Jesus spent 40 days fasting and being tempted in the desert. 
2. Purple means both sorrow (because we do wrong) and royalty. 
3. Sunday, because the Lord’s day cannot be a day of fasting. 
4. to make space for Jesus 
5. Meat 
6. The Last Supper 
7. Pancakes. On Shrove Tuesday, people used up all their rich food (eggs, butter) to prepare for the 

limited meals and fasting during lent. ‘Shrive’ means to confess, they were encouraged to say 
sorry to God before the beginning of lent. 

8. Put ashes on your forehead. The ashes are often from the burnt remains of last year’s palm crosses. 
9. Donkeys were viewed as animals of peace while horses were viewed as animals of war. 
10. Alleluia. This exclamation of praise was not said so it would remain special and used to celebrate 

and praise God on Easter Sunday. 
11. Spy Wednesday because Judas spied on Jesus and his disciples in the garden of Gethsemane. 

 

 
British Summer Time begins at 1.00 a.m. on Sunday 28 March.   Please remember to put your clocks 
and watches forward one hour before you retire on the Saturday night. 
	
The	Rectory	
St	James	the	Least	of	All	
	
My	dear	Nephew	Darren	
So, your vicar has introduced staff appraisal for all the officers who work for your church, including 
yourself. It seems a very dangerous innovation; as far as I am concerned, ministry is only successful when 
parishioners have no idea what the clergy get up to. 
 
I imagine that he will look at the number of services you take in a year. Funerals can only be increased if 
you resort to murder, which is likely to be frowned on – although I have been sorely tempted during endless 
church council meetings. Perhaps if you take a flask of water wherever you go and if you find a baby 
unattended, you could resort to a spontaneous baptism. That would get your numbers up, even if returning 
mothers may marvel at the highly localised and brief shower that seemed to have taken place over the pram. 
 
Visiting targets are easily increased. Compile a list of when parishioners will be out and call on those days; a 
card through their letterbox will prove to your vicar that you were there. Should they happen to be in, 
mention that you are collecting for the organ fund and they will immediately excuse themselves for an 
important appointment. You are then free to move on to clock another visit. 
 

British Summer Time begins at 1.00am on 
Sunday 28 March. Please remember to put 
your clocks and watches forward one hour 
before you retire on the Saturday night.
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Kidzone
We celebrate Mother's Day on 
14th March this year.

Mother’s Day is a time held dear 
by families across the world; a 
prompt for children who have 
moved away to come home and 
make a fuss of the women who 
brought them into the world. 
Let us look at the story behind 
why we choose to celebrate our 
mothers and people who take on 
maternal roles.

In the UK and Ireland, Mother’s 
Day can be confused with 
Mothering Sunday, as the two 
share the same date. In the 16th 
century, Mothering Sunday began 
as a Christian holiday, where 
people would visit their ‘mother’ 
church – the church in which they 
were baptised or the one they 
grew up attending – for Laetare 
Sunday, the fourth Sunday of 
Lent.

This was potentially the only 
day in the year on which families 
could all be together, as servants 
were only allowed a respite from 
their duties on Laetare Sunday. On 
the way to church, children would 
pick flowers to make bouquets 
to give to their mothers, and this 
eventually evolved into a tradition 
of gift giving. Mothering Sunday 

became less practised through 
the early-20th century, until the 
1950s when merchants noticed a 
commercial opportunity, paving 
the way for today’s traditions in 
the UK.

Mothers and mother-figures are 
indispensable. They are likely to 
be the first people we ever know 
when we enter the world, and 
they love and care for us as we 
grow up. Once a year, countries 
around the world celebrate 
Mother’s Day, a day dedicated 
to all mothers, so that we can 
show our appreciation. Rooted in 
different traditions and enacted 
by individuals who recognise the 
imperative of commemorating 
women, every country that 
celebrates Mother’s Day does 
so in varied and gratifying ways. 
All traditions, however, do share 
characteristics and ultimately 
honour mothers and women 
who have brought peace and 
improvement to the world. 
Despite consumerism gradually 
overpowering authenticity, 
the day will forever serve as a 
reminder of what mothers do for 
us. Even though we can spoil our 
mothers on any day throughout 
the year, the denoted day gives us 
an excuse to express our utmost 
gratitude.
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Young Church would like to wish 
Happy Mother's Day to all
A wee reminder that we have a number of links for Lent and Easter 
Activities. These can be found on the church website and in the 
February edition of The Parishioner.

We would love to see your photos of your crafts etc from Mother's 
Day, Lent and Easter. These can be sent to our Facebook page or the 
church website.

Easter
Make an Easter Bonnet
Draw and colour an Easter egg
We would love to see your creations on our Facebook page

Seekers
Lent is the season when we 
remember Jesus’ 40 days of 
testing in the Wilderness 
and his victory over the evil 
temptations. 

Why is Lent so important 
that I would want to give 
up something for it?

Have you ever made a big 

decision that went against 
what your friends say you 
should do? Have you ever 
supported something or 
someone despite it making 
you unpopular with friends, 
but you know it is the right 
thing to do? Sometimes 
we are not always called to 
comfortable places or to 
choose comfortable options.
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In Luke 4 1-13  we see the Spirit of God calling Jesus from the 
comfort of his hometown, into 40 days of Wilderness fasting 
where the Devil tempts him with the glories of the world and 
tests him to see if he is the Messiah he claims to be. Adam 
and Eve failed this test. The people of Israel ultimately failed 
this test. Does Jesus have the goods to save the world? Or 
will he crumble?

Lent is the season when, as we head to Easter, Christians 
remember Jesus’ humanity, his ability to suffer what 
we suffer, and his triumph when faced with the great 
temptations of the world. It has traditionally been a time of 
preparation for us —through prayer, repentance, giving, and 
self-denial. But it is not about us at all.

Because the real point of Lent is to recall Jesus’ ability to 
take on the powers of evil, and win. And we learn what 
kind of Messiah Jesus is; Not one that grants us what we 
immediately desire, but one who invites us to hear and obey 
God’s Spirit and share in his suffering, hope and glory.

In last month's Parishioner we had a quiz. We hope you had 
fun and didn't find the quiz too challenging.

Here are both the questions and answers:

QUESTIONS:
1. How many days are counted in lent?
2. What colour is traditionally associated with the lent season?
3. Which day of the week is NOT included in the lent season?
4. The main reason Christians give up coffee, chocolate or 

Facebook during lent is:
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5. Some Christian countries give up eating what during lent?
6. Maundy Thursday or Holy Thursday commemorates what?
7. What food is often eaten on Shrove Tuesday?
8. What is traditionally done on Ash Wednesday?
9. On Palm Sunday, Jesus rode into Jerusalem on what?
10. What word is not meant to be said or sung during Lent?
11. The Wednesday before Easter is called Holy Wednesday, but 

what other name is it sometimes called? 

ANSWERS:
1. Jesus spent 40 days fasting and being tempted in the desert.
2. Purple means both sorrow (because we do wrong) and 

royalty.
3. Sunday, because the Lord’s day cannot be a day of fasting.
4. to make space for Jesus
5. Meat
6. The Last Supper
7. Pancakes. On Shrove Tuesday, people used up all their rich 

food (eggs, butter) to prepare for the limited meals and 
fasting during lent. ‘Shrive’ means to confess, they were 
encouraged to say sorry to God before the beginning of lent.

8. Put ashes on your forehead. The ashes are often from the 
burnt remains of last year’s palm crosses.

9. Donkeys were viewed as animals of peace while horses were 
viewed as animals of war.

10. Alleluia. This exclamation of praise was not said so it would 
remain special and used to celebrate and praise God on Easter 
Sunday.

11. Spy Wednesday because Judas spied on Jesus and his disciples 
in the garden of Gethsemane.
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Palm Sunday & Holy Week
The events of Easter took 
place over a week, traditionally 
called Passion Week. It began 
on Palm Sunday. After all His 
teaching and healing, Jesus had 
built a following. 

On the Sunday before He was 
to die, Jesus and His followers 
arrived at Jerusalem. The city 
was crowded. Jewish people 
were arriving to celebrate 
Passover. This commemorates 
how they had escaped from 
slavery in Egypt nearly 1,500 
years earlier. 

Jesus rode into the city on 
a young donkey. He was 
greeted like a conquering hero. 
Cheering crowds waved palm 
branches in tribute. He was 
hailed as the Messiah who had 
come to re-establish a Jewish 
kingdom. 

The next day they returned to 
Jerusalem. Jesus went to the 
temple, the epicentre of the 
Jewish faith, and confronted 
the money-changers and 
merchants who were ripping 
off the people. He overturned 
their tables and accused them 
of being thieves. The religious 

authorities were alarmed and 
feared how He was stirring up 
the crowds. 

On the Tuesday, they 
challenged Jesus, questioning 
His authority. He answered by 
challenging and condemning 
their hypocrisy. Later that day 
Jesus spoke to His disciples 
about future times. He 
warned them about fake 
religious leaders; the coming 
destruction of Jerusalem; wars, 
earthquakes and famines; and 
how His followers would face 
persecution.

By midweek the Jewish 
religious leaders and elders 
were so angry with Jesus that 
they began plotting to arrest 
and kill Him. One of Jesus’ 
disciples, Judas, went to the 
chief priests and agreed to 
betray Him to them. 

Jesus and the 12 disciples 
gathered on the Thursday 
evening to celebrate the 
Passover meal. This is known 
as the Last Supper. During the 
evening, Jesus initiated a ritual 
still marked by Christians – 
Holy Communion – which 
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Knock knock
A conscientious minister decided to get acquainted with a new family 
in his church and so he visited them one Spring evening. After his knock 
on the door, a lilting voice from within called out, “Is that you, Angel?”
“No,” replied the minister. “But I’m from the same department.”

Dear Father God,
In this month, when we especially 
think about mothers, we thank 
you for the families and friends 
you have given us. You know 
how hard it has been to have 
been separated over these past 
months, how much we have 
missed and longed for their 
hugs, their physical presence and 
fellowship.

As we hold on to the hope of 
overcoming the pandemic, help 
us to be strengthened by the 
power of the love we receive – 
and to strengthen others by the 
love we give.

May we know that, wherever we 
are, whatever our circumstances, 
we and our loved ones are held 
safe and connected by your 
unfailing love for us, revealed in 
Jesus – who is alive – and from 
whom nothing, no pandemic, no 
man-made turmoil, absolutely 
nothing and no-one can separate 
us, when we put our trust in Him.
Thank you, Father, that we 
belong to your family. Thank you 
for the love and security we have 
in you.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.
By Daphne Kitching

commemorates His death. 
Jesus broke bread and shared 
it and a cup of wine with His 
disciples. 

Judas then left to meet the 
other plotters. Jesus continued 
to teach the others and then 
went outside into an olive 
grove to pray. He even prayed 
for all future believers. He 

agonised over what was to 
come but chose the way of 
obedience. The Bible book, 
Luke, records Him praying, 
‘Father if you are willing, take 
this cup from me; yet not 
my will but yours be done’. 
Minutes later Judas arrived 
with soldiers and the chief 
priests and Jesus was arrested.
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St James the Least
The Rectory
My dear Nephew Darren

So, your vicar has introduced 
staff appraisal for all the officers 
who work for your church, 
including yourself. It seems a very 
dangerous innovation; as far as 
I am concerned, ministry is only 
successful when parishioners have 
no idea what the clergy get up to.

I imagine that he will look at 
the number of services you take 
in a year. Funerals can only be 
increased if you resort to murder, 
which is likely to be frowned 
on – although I have been sorely 
tempted during endless church 
council meetings. Perhaps if you 
take a flask of water wherever 
you go and if you find a baby 
unattended, you could resort to 
a spontaneous baptism. That 
would get your numbers up, even 
if returning mothers may marvel 
at the highly localised and brief 
shower that seemed to have 
taken place over the pram.

Visiting targets are easily 
increased. Compile a list of when 
parishioners will be out and call 
on those days; a card through 
their letterbox will prove to 
your vicar that you were there. 
Should they happen to be in, 
mention that you are collecting 
for the organ fund and they will 

immediately excuse themselves 
for an important appointment. 
You are then free to move on to 
clock another visit.

Your vicar is also bound to want to 
see the congregation increasing. 
This is not sustainable, and 
you should put a stop to such 
ambitions at once.  It is easily 
done. All you have to do is to 
approach your friends at the local 
football club and bribe them with 
your homemade beer to come 
along to church several Sunday 
mornings in a row. If you give 
them enough beer BEFORE the 
service, they will be likely to make 
just enough muted disruption as 
to leave your vicar a bit rattled, 
and thinking that perhaps after 
all, ‘less’ is ‘more’ when it comes 
to the congregation.

But whatever you do, make sure 
that you never preach a better 
sermon than he does.  You don’t 
want anyone thanking you at 
the door for your ‘so interesting 
sermon’ in front of him, when 
they have been sleeping through 
his sermons for years. If you 
offend the vicar this way, he will 
take swift revenge, and ask you to 
organise the parish summer fete. 

Your loving uncle,
Eustace



The Parishioner – March 2021       21

Crossword

Across
1 The earth is one (6)
4 ‘On a hill far away stood an old 

— cross’ (6) 
7 ‘I am the — vine and my Father 

is the gardener’ (John 15:1) (4) 
8 The Caesar who was Roman 

Emperor at the time of Jesus’ 
birth(Luke 2:1) (8) 

9 ‘Your — should be the same as 
that of Christ Jesus’(Philippians 
2:5) (8) 

13 Jesus said that no one would 
put a lighted lamp under 
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this(Luke 8:16) (3) 
16 Involvement (1 Corinthians 

10:16) (13) 
17 Armed conflict (2 Chronicles 

15:19) (3) 
19 Where the Gaderene pigs were 

feeding (Mark 5:11) (8)
24 What jeering youths called 

Elisha on the road to Bethel (2 
Kings 2:23) (8)

25 The Venerable — , eighth-
century Jarrow ecclesiastical 
scholar (4) 

26 8 Across issued a decree that 
this should take place (Luke 2:1) 
(6) 

27 Come into prominence 
(Deuteronomy 13:13) (6)

Down
1 Where some of the seed 

scattered by the sower fell 
(Matthew 13:4) (4)

2 Sexually immoral 
person whom God 
will judge (Hebrews 
13:4) (9) 

3 Gospel leaflet (5) 
4 Physical state of the 

boy brought to Jesus 
for healing (Mark 
9:18)

5 Tugs (anag.) (4) 
6 To put forth (5) 
10 Nationality 

associated with St 
Patrick (5) 

11 Leader of the 
descendants of 
Kohath (1 Chronicles 
15:5) (5) 

12 ‘After this, his 
brother came 
out, with his hand 

grasping — heel’(Genesis 25:26) 
(5) 

13 At Dothan the Lord struck 
the Arameans with — at 
Elisha’srequest (2 Kings 6:18) 
(9) 

14 ‘Peter, before the cock crows 
today, you will — three times 
thatyou know me’ (Luke22:34) 
(4) 

15 Spit out (Psalm 59:7) (4) 
18 ‘When I — , I am still with you’ 

(Psalm 139:18) (5) 
20 Concepts (Acts 17:20) (5) 
21 Thyatira’s dealer in purple cloth 

(Acts 16:14) (5) 
22 Does (anag.) (4) 
23 The second set of seven cows 

in Pharaoh’s dream were 
this(Genesis 41:19) (4)
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Church Organisations

For further information on any of the above – 

Please contact the Church Office on 

0141 775 1166 or email: office.stmarys@btconnect.com 

Contact list 
2013.14 

Organisation Location Time Contact 

Sunday Sunday Worship Church 11am Rev Mark Johnstone 
Kidz Zone Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
Seekers 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
Creche Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
Fairtrade Stall Main Hall 12 noon Leslie Baird/Fiona Leishman 
Badminton 
Beginners Main Hall 4.30-5.30pm Trevor Patterson 
Junior Main Hall 5.30-7.30pm Trevor Patterson 
Senior Main Hall 7.30-9.30pm Liz Barrie 

Monday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
Ladies Bowling Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Cathie Devine 
BB Shipmates Main Hall 6-7pm Lindsey Campbell 
BB Junior/Company Main/Mid Hall 6.45-8.30pm Garry Burns/Iain Hill 
Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown/Jean Ralph 
Men’s Club Main Hall 7.30-10pm Archie Smith 

Tuesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
Ladies Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Doreen More 
Badminton 
Junior Main Hall 6-8pm Trevor Patterson 
Senior Main Hall 8-10.30pm Liz Barrie 
Prayer Time Meeting Place 7-7.30pm Rev Katy Owen 
Country Dancing Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Moira MacNeill 

Wednesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
Wednesday Welcome Session House 10-11.20am Mary Stirling 
Wednesday Service Church 11.30-12noon Rev Mark Johnstone 
Over 50’s Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Anne Allan 
Rainbows Mid Hall 6.30-7.30pm Agnes Marran 
Brownies Main Hall 6.30-7.45pm HHaayylleeaa  OO’’BBrriieenn  
Vestry Church Vestry 7-9pm Church Office 
Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown/Jean Ralph 
Trefoil Guild 
(monthly) 

Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Edith Dunn 

Thursday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
Flower Circle 
(Alternate Weeks) 

Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Elizabeth Walker 

Friday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
Listener’s Circle 
(Monthly) 

Session House 
(church) 

2-4pm Robert Dewar 

Guild Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Moira MacNeill 

Organisation Location Time Contact Contact list 
2019.20

Sunday Sunday Worship Church 11am Rev Morris Dutch 

Young Church Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens 

Fairtrade Stall Main Hall 12 noon Leslie Baird/Fiona Leishman 

Badminton - Senior Main Hall 7.30-10pm Liz Barrie 

Monday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne McDonald

Ladies Bowling Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Cathie Devine 

Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown 

Tuesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne McDonald

Ladies Badminton Main Hall 1.15-3.15pm Ann Selbie 

Badminton - Senior Main Hall 8-10.30pm Liz Barrie 

Prayer Time Meeting Place 7-7.30pm Rev Katy Owen 

Country Dancing Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Moira MacNeill 

Wednesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne McDonald

Wednesday Welcome Session House 10-11.20am Mary Stirling 

Wednesday Service Church 11.30-12noon Rev Morris Dutch 

Over 50's Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Anne Allan 

Rainbows Mid Hall 6.30-7.30pm Janet Millin 

Brownies Main Hall 6.30-7.45pm Cara Daniels 

Vestry Church Vestry 7-9pm Church Office 

Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown 

Guides Main Hall 7.30-9.30pm Cara Daniels 

Trefoil Guild Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Edith Dunn 
(monthly) 

Thursday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne McDonald

Flower Circle Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Elizabeth Walker 

(Alternate Weeks) 

Friday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne McDonald

Listener's Circle Session House 2-4pm Edith Dunn 

(Monthly) (church) 

Friday Fellowship Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Moira MacNeill 
(Alternate Weeks) 
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