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Parish Register
Death
Mr Jack McIntosh – It is with sadness we intimate the death of Mr. Jack 
McIntosh, 26 Alloway Terrace, Kirkintilloch. The funeral has already 
taken place.

Church Flowers
While the church building continues 
to be closed there is no opportunity 
to display flowers on a Sunday. 
We wish to thank everyone who 
has continued to donate to the 
flower fund at this time.  Please be 
reassured that your donations will 
be put to good use once we return to 
normal business.  In the meantime, 
please know that we continue to 
think about and pray for all those 
who would benefit from church 
flowers at this time.

Fiona Leishman, Sandra Burns, 
Ruth Poynton, Elizabeth Walker

The Flower Committee
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Rev Ian Taylor Interim Moderator . . .

Guardians or Curators? . . .
The Kirk Session and I have 
agreed to re-open our 
sanctuary in this stage of 
Phase 3 and we have now 
received the necessary 
permissions to allow this 
to happen on 27 September 
2020.

Additional details can be 
found within this edition of 
The Parishioner.

The Kirk Session was keen 
to do this, recognising, that 
any return to Worship will be 
quite different from what we 
have previously experienced.

However, as St. Mary’s 
Church is not just a physical 
building but a house of 
prayer and a community of 
faith, we are keen not to be 
the ‘curators of an ancient 
monument, but the guardians 

of the vision’ of Christ in 
Kirkintilloch.

My thanks are extended on 
your behalf to those who 
have worked so hard to put 
all the necessary safeguards 
in place to facilitate this.

Regarding our Vacancy, a few 
matters for your information:

1. Locum.
 We are delighted to 

welcome back among us 
our Locum, Rev Morris 
Dutch, who resumes 
his duties with us on 
01/09/20. My thanks 
go to Rev. Adam Dillon 
for providing pastoral 
cover during these recent 
months and to all those 
who ‘virtually’ occupied 
our Pulpit. 
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2. Manse.
 The Committee continues 

to look to find a new 
Manse in accordance with 
the Guidelines set by the 
Church of Scotland. Our 
aim remains to purchase 
a new build home (or a 
newer property) to reduce 
future maintenance and 
running costs.

3. Nominating 
Committee.

 In the coming weeks we 
hope to begin to work 
on the process to form a 
Nominating Committee. 
Work on preparing a 
Parish Profile will also be 
undertaken.

4. Finance.
 Obviously with the 

closure of our buildings 
since March, finance 

remains a concern, 
especially with the loss 
of Halls rental income. 
Your help and support is 
needed now more than 
ever.

 If you can continue to 
support the work of 
your Church, please 
check the website 
for details of how to 
contact John Thomson 
or Hugh Biggans who 
will happily assist you. 

 As the Church begins to 
reopen staff members 
will be brought out of 
furlough. The Nursery 
has now reopened in 
accordance with strict 
protocols around 
childcare.

       Ian
Rev. Ian Taylor

Minister, Springfield Cambridge Parish Church,  Bishopbriggs

 0141 772 1540
 ITaylor@churchofscotland.org.uk 
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St Mary's Parish Church August 2020

At our Kirk Session meeting on Wednesday 12th August, the Interim 
Moderator and Session members, having carefully considered ScotGov 
and Church of Scotland Guidelines, decided that we should re-open for 
worship on Sunday 27th September 2020 at 11 a.m. and each Sunday 
thereafter. Presbytery has subsequently granted us permission to 
proceed with the re-opening.

Services will last approximately 40 minutes and ScotGov guidelines 
remind us that numbers are limited to 50 people in total. To avoid the 
disappointment of anyone arriving at church to find that our quota of 50 
people has been met, we will adopt a booking system whereby anyone 
wishing to attend church on any given Sunday should contact the church 
office (Tel: 0141 775 1166) before 13.00 on the Thursday of that week 
giving their name, the number of people attending with them (partners 
or household groups only please) plus their contact details. Should the 
church quota be full for that week, your name, etc will be entered onto 
the list for the next consecutive Sunday. Should you not wish to attend 
on that Sunday, we would be most grateful if you could again contact 
the church office to let us know.

When you arrive at church, please remember at all times:

● To “socially distance” at a distance of 2 metres

● To use Sanitising Hand gel as you enter the sanctuary (this will be 
provided for you)

● To use your mask in the sanctuary (unless a medical condition 
prevents this)

● To give your name and contact details to the duty elder to enter on 
the attendance register
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● To place any offerings that you might want to make in the plate at 
the entrance door

● To sit only in designated “locations” which are designed to 
accommodate, individuals, couples or family groups and to which 
you will be guided as you enter

● To remain seated as there will be NO Congregational singing, 
although you may bring your own bibles for your own use only

● To indicate to a duty elder should you require to use the toilet or if 
you are feeling unwell

● To enter and exit using the signed one-way system as requested

● Ensure that where children and young people are part of our 
worshipping community, they should sit in their family groups when 
in the sanctuary

Should you feel unsure, based on your own feelings and circumstances, 
of coming together with others for worship in person, you can still 
access our service as it can be viewed on YouTube as previously. It will 
not be a ‘live’ broadcast and will thus not be on YouTube until the 
beginning of the week following the service.

We are pleased to be re-opening our church and we look forward to 
welcoming you all back, and, although the layout of our sanctuary and 
the way that we worship will be different from before and perhaps not 
necessarily the way we would want it, for all of our sakes and so that we 
can move forward, we must abide by the rules and guidelines.

John C. Pears
Pp St Mary’s Session

26 August 2020
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Copy for the October magazine should be e-mailed to sandraburns.
me@gmail.com no later than Sunday 27 September.  If there are any 
changes to our current situation prior to this date, further information 
will be issued accordingly.

The secretary, Mrs Denise Japp is available in the office Monday to Friday 
8.30 am – 1.00 pm and may be the first point of contact for general 
enquiries.  Denise will be able to refer you to the person best suited to 
respond.  Church office telephone 0141 775 1166 or e-mail: office.
stmarys@btconnect.com

Missed or lost your copy of the
Parishioner . . .

why not go to www.stmaryskirkintilloch.org.
uk and see this month’s copy.  Stephen 

McKean, Webmaster, has built up 
previous issues online so you 

can look back on past copies.  
Also if you wish any news 

or information to be put on 
the website over the summer 

months please e-mail webmaster@
stmarykirkintilloch.org.uk and we will put 

these on the News page of the website.

PARISHIONER
HE

The Parishioner 
Online

Church Office
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I am delighted to report that our nursery 
re-opened on 10th August with thirty-six 
children. East Dunbartonshire Council 
increased funded hours in the week prior 
to opening and we now provide 940 hours 
of nursery education. This means that the children are in 
nursery until 1.45pm each day, 1.30 on Fridays.

Children currently bring a packed lunch and enjoy it at nursery. 
Nursery life has changed dramatically with staggered start 
times, entry by separate doors and no parents in the building. 
The children have adapted quickly to the new regime and 
know to regularly wash or sanitise their hands and to keep 
within their designated play area.

In line with guidelines, children spend most of their time 
outdoors and we are grateful to have the full use of the 
outside area including the carpark which has allowed us to 
keep the groups apart.

Despite all the changes the children have settled well and are 
enjoying the many learning activities provided for them. Our 
staff team has worked well to ensure the children are safe, 
stimulated and having fun! I would like to record my grateful 
thanks to all the nursery ladies for their hard work, dedication 
and adaptation to change.

Fiona Leishman, Nursery Convenor

Nursery Update
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Young Church Update

Ninian, Bishop of Galloway
Apostle of the Picts (Scotland)

We have some good news! 

It has been proposed that worship services will start on Sunday 27th 
September.

At the moment it's unclear how Young Church will look, so we plan to 
wait until after this service to allow us to see how services will operate 
and then we will be in contact with everyone. We have missed our young 
people and their families, but we have to make sure we keep everyone 
safe. 

We look forward to welcoming everyone to join us at St. Mary's Young 
Church to continue our journey together through faith and worship.

Romans 15:13 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 
you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit.

Fiona Green, Young Church

Ninian was a Celt who was born about 360, in southern Scotland.  He was 
remarkable for two things: he was almost certainly the first man in Scotland to 
live in a little white stone house, and also the first to preach the gospel to the 
Scots. Just as remarkable:  becoming the apostle to the Picts was intimately 
connected to him even having a white-washed stone house, instead of the 
usual wooden hovel.
For Ninian had not always stayed in Scotland, but had travelled to Rome to 
study, and then on to Gaul, where he had spent time with St Martin of Tours.  
Martin’s monastery was called Loco Teiac (little white house), and it seems 
that when Ninian returned to Scotland to preach the gospel, he wanted 
something similar.  And so it was that Ninian built his little white house, called 
Ad Candidam Casam, and began sharing the Gospel with the Picts who lived 
in Whithorn and Galloway.   This was the region north of the old Roman wall – 
where Roman rule had never been established.  
Ninian seems to have been very effective, for it is said that, like Patrick (a 
generation later) and Columba (a century and a half later), he helped form the 
character of Celtic Christianity.   And throughout southern Scotland, there are 
still many churches who bear his name.  
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23rd September is the autumnal equinox (if you 
live in the northern hemisphere) or the vernal 
(Spring) equinox (if you live in the southern 
hemisphere)  The equinoxes occur in March and 
September, when the Sun is ‘edgewise’ to the 
Earth’s axis of rotation, so that everywhere on 
earth has twelve hours of daylight and twelve 
hours of darkness.

Music and Memory
Have you ever heard a certain song or tune that immediately takes you 
back to your youth? It can be a very poignant moment.

When researchers at the University of Westminster examined the 
choices of 80 different guests on the BBC radio show Desert Island 
Discs, they found that most guests had chosen music which dated back 
to when they had been between 10 to 30 years old.  This time span was 
identified as a ‘self-defining period’ in their lives.  

The research concluded: “The music we know and love between the ages 
of 10 to 30 will play a significant role throughout our lives, connecting us 
as individuals to other people, places and times that become central to 
our identity.”

What songs trigger the big memories for you? 
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Psalm 23  –  a psalm for the 
pandemic
There are few psalms as personal and real as Psalm 23. It records David’s 
experience of God as his Shepherd going through dark times. In the 
midst of the effects of a global pandemic, this psalm speaks to the fears 
that can overwhelm us.

He Knows Me: ‘The Lord is my shepherd…’ Just as a good shepherd knows 
every sheep in his flock, so God know each one of us intimately.

He Provides for Me: ‘He makes me lie down in green pastures…’ Just as the 
shepherd knows the needs of his sheep, so God will provide what we 
need in our lives and circumstances.

He Guides Me: ‘He guides me along the right paths…’ Just as the shepherd 
leads the sheep to the best pastures, so God provides the best for us, as 
we listen and follow Him.

He Protects Me: ‘Even though I walk through the darkest valley…’ Just as 
the sheep have no need to fear danger when following the shepherd, so 
we live knowing God’s presence and protection.

He Comforts Me: ‘your rod and your staff, they comfort me.’ As the 
shepherd’s rod defends the sheep, and the staff enables him to control 
the sheep, so God comforts us through His Word and discipline.

The final verses of the psalm (v5-6) offer the security of knowing that 
our lives are in His hands, even through death, as He leads us to the 
home we’ve been looking for all our lives.

Some years ago, a great actor was asked to recite Psalm 23, but asked 
one of the other guests to do the same. His remarkable rendition was 
followed by the other man, an older Christian speaking from the heart. 
Afterwards the actor said: ‘The difference between us is that I know the 
psalm, but he knows the shepherd.’
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Oberammergau
“Oberammergau is a small village in Bavaria, Germany.  
When in 1633 bubonic plague was sweeping through 
Europe, a man travelling back home to Oberammergau 
for Christmas brought the plague with him. It spread 
throughout the village. According to local tradition, a vow 
was made that if God would spare them, the villagers would 
perform a play depicting the life and passion of Jesus Christ 
every ten years. The village was saved from all effects of the 
plague and the villagers kept their word and first performed 
the Passion Play in 1634.  It has since been performed every 
ten years. (The 2020 Play has been rescheduled for 2022, due 
to the pandemic)”

Death stalked the streets in the Bavarian village
As the plague brought havoc, death and despair,
Europe was ravaged as millions died,
Neither man or woman or child was spared.
They gathered together in desperation
A vow was given – if they could be saved
A play would be made of the Saviour’s life
This was the promise the villagers gave.
Miracle of miracles their village survived,
Not one more death their lives had been saved,
So every ten years this Play is performed
To honour the God who had come to their aid.
Prayers were made and the answer came
A heavenly lesson we too can own,
That He who dwells in ineffable light
Is also the One who brings blessings down.

By Megan Carter
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Some miscellaneous observations on 
modern life . . .
My advice, if you insist on slimming, is to eat just as much as 
you like but just don’t swallow it.  Harry Secombe

Looking at modern art is like trying to follow the plot in a 
bowl of alphabet soup. Anon

There is just one way to bring up a child in the way he should 
go, and that is to travel that way yourself. Abraham Lincoln
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St James the Least
The Rectory
My dear Nephew Darren

I think your idea for both our 
Confirmation groups getting 
together for a weekend away – 
socially distanced, of course - was 
excellent and our meeting last 
week drew most of the plans 
together. We didn’t take any 
minutes, so let me record the 
decisions I believe we made.

Since all of us have to sleep far 
apart at the centre, I am prepared 
to spend the nights at a local 
hotel. By chance, I have found 
that there is a four star one only a 
few miles away, so I have booked 
myself in.

As the dining area in the youth 
centre may be cramped, I am 
also willing to have dinner each 
evening at the hotel, thereby 
creating more space for the rest 
of you. An additional sadness is 
that, since breakfast at the hotel 
is not served until 8am, I will not 
be able to join you either for your 
pre-breakfast dip in the nearby 
stream. It would be grossly unfair 
to expect you to pack lunch 
for me, so I will arrange for the 
hotel to provide me with a picnic 
hamper for one which I can have 
while you all enjoy your cheese 
and pickle sandwiches.

I think it will be an excellent 
learning experience if you prepare 

all the teaching sessions yourself, 
but be assured that I will always 
be on hand to give the advice of 
experience. That large armchair 
near the fire in the common room 
seems to be the best place for 
me to sit, so I can keep an eye on 
proceedings, while I take on the 
responsibilities for stoking the 
fire. This reminds me; do make 
sure that the young people are 
encouraged to saw enough logs 
each morning for me to fulfil my 
obligations.

Naturally, my arthritis will prevent 
me being able to accompany you 
on your afternoon hikes, but I will 
cheerfully park my car wherever 
you leave the minibus, to provide 
a second vehicle in case of 
emergencies. I do not mind in the 
least waiting all those long hours 
until you get back; I have already 
found an attractive tea shop in 
the village.

I am fully aware that not sleeping 
or dining at the centre, not being 
responsible for preparing the 
teaching, nor being involved on 
the walks will mean that my 
contributions will be ever so 
slightly limited, but these are 
sacrifices I gladly make in order to 
give you further experience in your 
ministerial career.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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Crossword

Across
8 Where the Ark of the Covenant 

was kept for 20 years (1 Samuel 
7:1) (7,6)

9 One of the parts of the body 
on which blood and oil were 

put in the ritual cleansing from 
infectious skin diseases (Leviticus 
14:14–17) (3)

10 Uncomfortable (3,2,4) 11 ‘Yet I 
have loved Jacob, but Esau I have 
— ’ (Malachi 1:3) (5) 
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13 Where Paul said farewell to the 
elders of the church in Ephesus  
(Acts 20:17) (7) 

16 ‘Jesus bent down and — to write 
on the ground with his finger’ 
(John 8:6) (7) 

19 Prophet from Moresheth 
(Jeremiah 26:18) (5)

22 Comes between Exodus and 
Numbers (9) 

24 and 2 Down ‘Then Elkanah went 
home to Ramah, but the boy 
ministered before the Lord under 
— the — ’ (1 Samuel 2:11) (3,6) 

25 There was no room for them in 
the inn (Luke 2:7) (4,3,6)

Down
1 Rough drawing (2 Kings 16:10) (6)
2 See 24 Across 
3 Underground 

literature (including 
Christian books) 
circulated in the Soviet 
Union (8) 

4 Lo, mash (anag.) (6) 
5 The Bible’s shortest 

verse: ‘Jesus — ’ (John 
11:35) (4)

6 ‘Can a mother forget 
the baby at her — and 
have no compassion 
on the child she has 
borne?’ (Isaiah 49:15) 
(6) 

7 Can be seen in a dying 
fire (Psalm 102:3) (6) 

12 ‘Send me, therefore, 

a man... experienced in the — of 
engraving, to work in Judah and 
Jerusalem’ (2 Chronicles 2:7) (3) 

14 Second city of Cyprus (8) 
15 United Nations Association (1,1,1) 
16 One of the women who first heard 

that Jesus had risen from the dead 
(Mark 16:1) (6) 

17 Braved (anag.) (6) 
18 — of Evangelism, outreach 

initiative in the 1990s (6) 
20 ‘Woe to those who are wise in 

their own eyes and — in their own 
sight’ (Isaiah 5:21) (6) 

21 ‘Neither — nor depth... will be able 
to separate us from the love of 
God’ (Romans 8:39) (6) 

23 What Jesus shed in 5 Down (4)
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Church Organisations

For further information on any of the above – 

Please contact the Church Office on 

0141 775 1166 or email: office.stmarys@btconnect.com 

Contact list 
2013.14 

Organisation Location Time Contact 

Sunday Sunday Worship Church 11am Rev Mark Johnstone 
Kidz Zone Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
Seekers 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
Creche Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
Fairtrade Stall Main Hall 12 noon Leslie Baird/Fiona Leishman 
Badminton 
Beginners Main Hall 4.30-5.30pm Trevor Patterson 
Junior Main Hall 5.30-7.30pm Trevor Patterson 
Senior Main Hall 7.30-9.30pm Liz Barrie 

Monday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
Ladies Bowling Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Cathie Devine 
BB Shipmates Main Hall 6-7pm Lindsey Campbell 
BB Junior/Company Main/Mid Hall 6.45-8.30pm Garry Burns/Iain Hill 
Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown/Jean Ralph 
Men’s Club Main Hall 7.30-10pm Archie Smith 

Tuesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
Ladies Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Doreen More 
Badminton 
Junior Main Hall 6-8pm Trevor Patterson 
Senior Main Hall 8-10.30pm Liz Barrie 
Prayer Time Meeting Place 7-7.30pm Rev Katy Owen 
Country Dancing Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Moira MacNeill 

Wednesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
Wednesday Welcome Session House 10-11.20am Mary Stirling 
Wednesday Service Church 11.30-12noon Rev Mark Johnstone 
Over 50’s Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Anne Allan 
Rainbows Mid Hall 6.30-7.30pm Agnes Marran 
Brownies Main Hall 6.30-7.45pm HHaayylleeaa  OO’’BBrriieenn  
Vestry Church Vestry 7-9pm Church Office 
Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown/Jean Ralph 
Trefoil Guild 
(monthly) 

Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Edith Dunn 

Thursday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
Flower Circle 
(Alternate Weeks) 

Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Elizabeth Walker 

Friday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
Listener’s Circle 
(Monthly) 

Session House 
(church) 

2-4pm Robert Dewar 

Guild Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Moira MacNeill 

Organisation Location Time Contact Contact list 
2019.20

Sunday Sunday Worship Church 11am Rev Morris Dutch 

Young Church Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens 

Fairtrade Stall Main Hall 12 noon Leslie Baird/Fiona Leishman 

Badminton - Senior Main Hall 7.30-10pm Liz Barrie 

Monday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne McDonald

Ladies Bowling Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Cathie Devine 

Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown 

Tuesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne McDonald

Ladies Badminton Main Hall 1.15-3.15pm Ann Selbie 

Badminton - Senior Main Hall 8-10.30pm Liz Barrie 

Prayer Time Meeting Place 7-7.30pm Rev Katy Owen 

Country Dancing Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Moira MacNeill 

Wednesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne McDonald

Wednesday Welcome Session House 10-11.20am Mary Stirling 

Wednesday Service Church 11.30-12noon Rev Morris Dutch 

Over 50's Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Anne Allan 

Rainbows Mid Hall 6.30-7.30pm Janet Millin 

Brownies Main Hall 6.30-7.45pm Cara Daniels 

Vestry Church Vestry 7-9pm Church Office 

Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown 

Guides Main Hall 7.30-9.30pm Cara Daniels 

Trefoil Guild Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Edith Dunn 
(monthly) 

Thursday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne McDonald

Flower Circle Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Elizabeth Walker 

(Alternate Weeks) 

Friday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne McDonald

Listener's Circle Session House 2-4pm Edith Dunn 

(Monthly) (church) 

Friday Fellowship Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Moira MacNeill 
(Alternate Weeks) 
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