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Rev Morris Dutch Locum . . .
My dear friends,
This is just a wee letter to say
hello and pass on my best
wishes to you during this
time when we are unable to
pursue our normal lives and
engage with all the things
we love to do! I do hope that
you are able to pass your
restricted days with some
form of routine and avoid
falling victim to suffering
from “Cabin Fever”.
Being able to go outside helps
so much! The other day, when
out for a walk with Maggie,
we noticed a wee red breasted
Robin sitting on a tree branch
getting on with life in the
Robin world. So small yet so
pretty, this little bird made us
stop and give thanks to God
for the beauty and wonder
of our natural environment!
Simple thing, but most
appreciated, as it reminded us
of God’s creating hand and His
imminence in our world. Truth
is, it is not until we slow our
4

The Parishioner – May 2020

lives down that we can become
aware of the things around
us that we miss so often in
our busy lives. God has not
abandoned us! He is very much
with us, and so often, we just
need to pause long enough to
focus our attention and to see
the good things that He has
blessed us with!
A song that has been buzzing
around my mind recently is
one I am sure many of you will
know and have sung so often,
possibly when younger, is:
‘Count your blessings, name
them one by one,
Count your blessings, see
what God hath done;
Count your many blessings,
name them one by one,
And it will surprise you what
the Lord hath done’.
Isn’t it so true that when we
are restricted and can’t have
something we want or are used
to, there is a yearning for it?
In this time of lock-down and

social distancing etc., there is
much we are unable to do! This
can bring its own frustrations
and anxiety which can cause
us to have feelings of stress or
unhappiness.
Could it be that in such
moments it is necessary to
remind ourselves of many past
blessings the Lord has done for
us and to name them one by
one. Naming all our blessings,
large and small, will certainly
surprise us of ALL the Lord has
done. Friends, this pandemic
will not last forever! What is
important is that it will not rob
you of your joy and peace.
The Apostle Paul in writing to
the young church at Philippi
told them in Chapter 4 (v4),
“May you ALWAYS be joyful in
your union with the Lord. I say
it again: rejoice!” Further on in
the same chapter, of his letter,
Paul continues to tell these
new believers (v12), “I know
what it is to be in need and
what it is to have more than
enough.

I have learned this secret, so
that anywhere, at any time, I
am CONTENT whether I am
full or hungry, whether I have
too much or too little. (v13) I
have the strength to face ALL
conditions by the power that
Christ gives me”.
You know friends, Paul arrived
at a high spiritual place in
his life that took him above
temporal distractions. He had
learned the SECRET of being
CONTENT!!!! During these
challenging days, may we
rediscover joy in the simple
things of life and give thanks
to God for His many blessings
that He has bestowed upon our
lives and church.
I give thanks for that wee
Robin, bless its wee heart!!!!!
Wishing you all much
blessing, good health and
peace during these days!
Your Locum Minister and
friend,

Morris
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Rev Ian Taylor Interim Moderator . . .
What a difference a few weeks
can make!
Since last I wrote to you, a new
term has entered our vocabulary,
radically changing our daily
existence Co-vid19.
I wanted to just sketch a brief
update of what is happening
just now. The details I spelled
out in the last Parishioner have
obviously been revised, but as
with many things, all plans are
subject to change or alteration
until our current situation is
clearer and more settled.
1. Locum.
Rev Morris Dutch will
continue to work with us
until 31/05/20 when he will
then take a break before
returning to St. Mary’s on
01/09/20 for another stint of
service with us. The General
Assembly of the Church of
Scotland in May has been
cancelled. During his three
month absence, pastoral
cover will be provided by
6
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me and Rev. Adam Dillon
of St. David’s Memorial
Park Parish Church. This
will provide a cost saving to
the congregation on Locum
costs which we hope will be
of benefit. I have attached
a provisional schedule of
our coming Pulpit Supply
arrangements at the end
of this article for your
information.
2. Tenure.
I do not have an update
on the earlier Review of
our Tenure but am not
anticipating any alteration
to us proceeding, after
‘lockdown,’ to move towards
advertising the Vacancy as
an Unrestricted Charge.
3. Manse.
The sale of the old Manse
has been delayed because
of the restrictions in
movement. However, all
parties remain committed
to concluding the sale. Once
that is done, we will buy a

new Manse in accordance
with the Guidelines laid
down by the Church of
Scotland. We hope to
purchase a new build home
(or a newer property) to
reduce future maintenance
and running costs.
4. Nominating Committee.
The Presbytery Advisory
Committee met with the
Kirk session on March 11th
and in due course we will
initiate the process to form
a Nominating Committee.
Their task will be to prepare
a Parish Profile, advertise
and hopefully bring a
recommendation to you for
the appointment of a Sole
Nominee.
5. Annual Accounts.
These records of our 2019
financial activities have
been inspected by the
Independent Examiner,
submitted to Presbytery and
121, and can be found on our
website.
6. Stated Annual Meeting.
This will be rescheduled at
the earliest opportunity.

7. Stewardship.
Obviously with the closure
of our buildings, financial
aspects of stewardship are
critical just now. If you are
concerned about how to
continue to support the
work of your Church, please
check the website for details
of how to contact John
Thomson or Hugh Biggans
who will gladly assist you.
Staff members have been
placed on furlough, utilising
the Government scheme to
save expenditure.
8. What next?
I hope that it will not be
too long before I see you
all again in person. In the
meantime, may you know
God’s presence and peace
with you at this time.

Ian

Rev. Ian Taylor
Minister, Springfield
Cambridge Parish Church,
Bishopbriggs
 0141 772 1540
 ITaylor@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Provisional Pulpit Supply Schedule
Date

Preacher

Event

03/05/20

Rev. Martin Forrest

?

10/05/20

Rev. Martin Forrest

Holy Communion ?

17/05/20

Rev. Martin Forrest

?

07/06/20

Mr. James Gemmell

14/06/20

Rev. Martin Forrest

21/06/20
Rev. Dr. Sandy Forsyth
		
28/06/20

Rev. Douglas Clark

05/07/20

Rev. Douglas Clark

12/07/20

Rev. Douglas Clark

19/07/20

Rev. Douglas Clark

26/07/20

Rev. Douglas Clark

02/08/20

Rev. Alastair McLachlan

09/08/20

Rev. Martin Forrest

16/08/20

Rev. Alastair McLachlan

23/08/20

Rev. Martin Forrest

30/08/20

Rev. Martin Forrest

Young Church Recognition
Service

HE
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If anyone has anything they would like to put in the next issue (which
includes June / July / August) please e-mail sandraburns.me@gmail.com
no later than Sunday 31 May.
The Editor
8

The Parishioner – May 2020

Parish Register
Funerals
It is with sadness we intimate the following deaths during the last
month
Jesus said ‘I am the resurrection and the life …’
‘Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted’
Jesus said ‘The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God’.
Rev Bill Hannah, Erskine Care Home (formerly 8 Dovecote View,
Kirkintilloch)
Mrs Hazel Cruickshanks, 59 Bathlinn Crescent, Moodiesburn
Robert Lang, Baillieston Care Home, (formerly Hayston Road,
Kirkintilloch)
Mrs Heather Brown, Springvale Care Home, Lennoxtown (formerly
Castle Court, Kirkintilloch)
Archie Stirling, Dumbreck Farm, Kirkintilloch
Jack Stewart, 5 Broom Gardens, Lenzie
Mrs Jean Stirling, Craig-en Goyne Care Home (formerly 16 Ellisland
Drive, Kirkintilloch)
Martin Roberts, 33 Willowbank Gardens, Kirkintilloch
Our thoughts and prayers are with all the families who have lost loved
ones.
The Parishioner – May 2020
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A Message from your Treasurer and
Finance Convenor
We find it difficult to write this
when every one of us has our
own difficulties and challenges
working our way through
the worldwide pandemic of
Coronavirus-Covid19.
Your Church has difficulties and
challenges also. We want to
provide pastoral care, support
in the community, a place to
worship, and all the other things
that being St Mary’s Parish Church
of Scotland Kirkintilloch means. In
simpler words we want you back,
to the ones that are able to come
and worship with us, and for
those who are unable, we want
to be able to reach out to you.
Regrettably at this given time, for
everyone’s safety, opening and
coming back is not permitted.
Unfortunately, your Church
continues to have costs even
during a time of closure.
The Church of Scotland states:
“In the midst of the current
global and economic crisis our
church buildings may be closed
10
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but the work of the church goes
on. The regular, committed and
generous giving of our members
is necessary to support and
sustain that work. Together
we can ensure that the church
- that’s all of us - continues to
demonstrate God’s generosity,
faithfulness and love. If ever the
church has been needed in our
communities, it is now.”
And: “The great hallmarks and
characteristics of the Christian
church are its inherent love and
kindness in the face of adversity.
In the eighth chapter of 2
Corinthians we read about the
grace that God gave to the early
church in the midst of a very
severe trial. That grace led to
overflowing joy and generosity.
People across our nation are
facing life-changing situations;
therefore, we must be fully
committed, equipped and
resourced to be the church for
this time and context.
In every parish throughout the

country, ministry and mission
continues to be delivered even
in these times of challenge and
restrictions. However, this is only
sustainable through the ongoing
generosity of those who support
the church.”
Your Church locally continues
to have costs during closure
amounting to, but not limited to,
in excess of £11,000 per month.
This unavoidable expenditure
even when not open and fully
operational would include such
things as insurance, telephone
contract costs, Ministry
and Mission, and Presbytery
obligations to Church of Scotland
to provide continued territorial
ministry across the nation, and
also Locum costs. It would also
include utility costs such as
water, gas and electricity, and
although consumption may be
reduced we do still have to offer
a minimum heat to protect the
property and continue to provide
for example security lighting;
all of the above utilities coming
with daily standing charge costs
also. We also have a duty of care
to our long serving and faithful
church employees so continue
to have salary costs although a
proportion of these we may be
able to recover. During this time
of closure whereby our weekly

offering by members at worship
is not happening and our other
sources of income through, for
example, hall lets is nothing,
we are very thankful for those
members of our Congregation
that have chosen to give by
regular standing order which
currently is our only income.
Trying to balance the above
mentioned £11,000 per month
expenditure to approximately
£4,600 which currently would be
our monthly receipts by standing
order, and measuring bridging
the gap, and for how long, you
can see is concern to us. We are
grateful to a number of folks that
have made contact with Hugh or
myself in the last couple of weeks
enquiring how to give by standing
order.
How can you help if you are able
to?
We are aware that through these
difficult times many face their
own difficulties and challenges
financially. We are also aware
that standing order may not
suit everyone but during this
difficult time of no contact it
may be worthy of consideration.
If it doesn’t suit you long term it
could be stopped again after this
situation is over. We can advise on
setting up a standing order and
The Parishioner – May 2020
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can provide necessary details. We
believe this can be set up through
online banking, telephone banking
or by presenting a completed
form to your bank, this could be
by post.
If you prefer an alternative
method of getting your offering
to St Mary’s during this period,
I will happily accept cheques
made payable to St Mary’s Parish
Church Kirkintilloch, but posted
to my home address detailed
below.
Another valuable source of
income to our Church, for those
that it applies to and have signed
a mandate, is being able to apply
gift aid tax recovery to these
givings. Part of our strategy to
manage cash flow during these
times will be to manage and
submit these claims on a more
regular basis.
If you are not already registered
with us for Gift Aid purposes and
you are a tax-payer please also
request a Gift Aid Declaration
Form for completion as this will
enable us to collect a further 25p
for every £1 you have donated.
Should you be a higher rate
taxpayer you can also benefit
from an extension to your basic
rate band for tax purposes
12
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resulting in you paying less tax.
To summarise:
If you wish to set up a standing
order for your Church please
contact John M Thomson
Treasurer Telephone 01417778231
or email johnm.thomson@
ntlworld.com OR Hugh
Biggans Finance Convenor
Telephone 01415780586 or email
hmbiggans@hotmail.co.uk
We will be able to provide details
and record your interest in this
method.
If you wish to set up a bank
transfer, whether it be a single
payment or periodic payment,
please again make contact using
the above details.
If you wish to make a cheque
payment or regular periodic
cheque payments to your Church,
please make your cheque payable
to St Mary’s Parish Church
Kirkintilloch and post to
John M Thomson, 17 Glenwood
Court, Lenzie, G66 4JL. It would
be helpful for you to enclose a
note of your name and address
and if you normally use offertory
envelopes then if possible one
of your envelopes detailing your
offertory number. If this cheque
facility is used, I will deposit
payments at our bank as often

as practical under the current
conditions. I will also issue
periodic receipts for audit trail
purposes.
We regret having to address this
subject during these worrying
times but thank you for reading
and understanding our concern
and hope that the information
is of help to you in your
considerations.

We hope and pray that you all
keep well and safe.
Yours sincerely

John and Hugh

John M Thomson Treasurer and
Hugh Biggans Finance Convenor

Visitors are welcome
St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always welcome.
If you feel there should be more to life than retail therapy and Friday
night clubbing, try coming along to the 11 o’clock service on Sunday
morning. You may hear something to change how you value your life
and your relationships with those around you. You don’t have to join up
to join in.
The Church office is located on the right as you enter the Church Halls.
The secretary, Mrs Denise Japp available in the office Monday to Friday
8.15am – 12.15pm and may be the first point of contact for general
enquiries. Denise will be able to refer you to the person best suited
to respond. Church office telephone 0141 775 1166 or e-mail: office.
stmarys@btconnect.com
Please note both the Church and Office continue to be closed during
this time of crisis.
The Parishioner – May 2020
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Treasurer's Report
I would refer you to our letter printed last month and apologise for
repeating it in this month’s magazine; but I feel it is equally relevant
today as it was when we wrote it for last month’s publication.
I am heartened and grateful to those that have been able to continue
to pay by standing order, have started standing order, or have increased
their standing order amount. I am equally encouraged and grateful to
those that have managed to make payment for offerings, by whatever
means available, cheque or bank transfer, or indeed cash where
appropriate.
If offering or Church income is something that you are thinking about,
and you wish to support St Mary’s, or explore alternative ways of
continuing your support during our continued period of closure, my
contact details are contained in the letter referred to, on our website, or
through your District Elder/Congregational Helper who will be able to
put you in touch with myself or Hugh Biggans.
March Actual:
The shortfall between our actual March income compared to our
expenditure was £6,269
Predicted April
Although all the information is not available when I write this, heading
towards the end of April, I provide a small insight into how April may
look.
Gift Aid Offering Receipts............................................ 355
Freewill Offering Receipts............................................240
Offering Receipts by Standing Order......................... 4924
Donation towards Parishioner....................................... 10
Gift Aid Claim for 1st Quarter 2020........................... 6274
Other Income Assistance Applied For........................ 1159
Total...................................................................12962
14
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Our cash flow forecasts would predict our expenditure for April to be
£12,850.
So, at this given time, we could perhaps see a small surplus of £112 for
the month of April. This situation could change depending on final
income and expenditure. This has only been possible due to being
able to submit and receive £6274 in gift aid tax recovery for the first 3
months of this year and without this we would have been showing a
similar deficit in the month to that of March. I cannot reiterate enough
how important a source of income gift aid recovery is, at no cost to the
Church or the giver. In the fear of repeating myself, I welcome seeing an
increase in standing order receipts in April compared to March of around
10%; and finally thank you to all who continue to support our Church
and thank you also to those who have been able to respond recently to
help our current situation trying to manage income and expenditure
during closure.

John

John M. Thomson, Treasurer

Five Tips for tackling Loneliness and
Isolation
Pray. Light a candle, if safe, and
pray for hope, faith and strength
to keep loving and caring for each
other during this time of struggle.
Talk about how you feel. This
may be difficult if you are
self-isolating, but do use the
telephone, internet, and social
media. If you need to contact a
counsellor this can be arranged
by your GP, or via local agencies,
or privately. Samaritans are there
24 hours a day, every day, and it’s
free to call them on 116 123.

Focus on the things that you can
change, not on the things you
can’t.
Look after yourself - physically,
emotionally, spiritually. Plan in
things that you enjoy at regular
intervals during the day – a TV
programme, a phone call, a book,
a favourite dish, a game.
Look after others. Even if only in
small ways, but do what you can:
a smile, a kind word, writing a
letter or an email.
The Parishioner – May 2020
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Church Flowers
While the church building continues
to be closed there is no opportunity
to display flowers on a Sunday.
We wish to thank everyone who
has continued to donate to the
flower fund at this time. Please
be reassured that your donations
will be put to good use once we
return to normal business. In the
meantime, please know that we
continue to think about and pray for
all those who would benefit from
church flowers at this time.
Fiona Leishman, Sandra Burns,
Ruth Poynton, Elizabeth Walker
The Flower Committee

Church Gardens

To those of you who normally tend
the gardens – and all who admire it
– the grass has been cut and edged,
beds have been hoed and weeded,
all by a Gardener. The pots on the
Church steps have had the daffodils
turned down in order that the other
plants can get a bit of sunshine!!
Litter is also being picked up now
and again by some kindly folks.
Thank you one and all.
Garry Burns
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Over the next few months when we will not
be having any Church services, Life and Work
will be posted to all who purchase this very
worthwhile Church of Scotland magazine. If
you normally take yours from the rack in the
Church vestibule and have not yet received it,
or would like a copy (£2.80 per issue), please
contact Sandra Burns on 0141 776 6322, or
email: sandraburns.me@gmail.com

Pentecost in Jerusalem
On that long ago first morning
of Pentecost, Jerusalem was
crowded with thousands of
visitors, for it was one of the most
popular feast-days in the Jewish
calendar – the Feast of Firstfruits,
looking forward to the wheat
harvest.
In one small room of that great
city, a small group of people
who had followed Jesus were
praying. There was nothing else
for them to do: Jesus had died, He
had risen, and He had ascended,
promising to send them ‘a
Comforter’. They were left alone,
to wait at Jerusalem. And so, they
waited – on Him, and for Him.
They were not disappointed,
for that morning the Holy Spirit
fell upon that small room, and
transformed those believers into
the Church, Christ’s body here on

earth. Pentecost was not the first
time that the Holy Spirit came
to the world – throughout the
Old Testament there are stories
telling of how God had guided
people and given them strength.
But now His Spirit would use a
new instrument: not just isolated
prophets, but the Church, His
body on earth.
Acts opens with the preaching
of the gospel in Jerusalem, the
centre of the Jewish nation.
Within 30 years the Gospel had
spread throughout the northern
Mediterranean: Syria, Turkey,
Greece, Malta... to the very heart
of the Roman Empire: Rome.
The Church was on the move –
God was on the move! He was
calling people from every nation
to repent, turn to Jesus for
forgiveness of their sins, and to
follow Him.
The Parishioner – May 2020
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Young Church
We would be due to celebrate Pentecost on Sunday 31st May and
although it is unlikely we will be able to be together at church to do this,
we can celebrate at home.
At this time, we may feel anxious and unsure about the world we live in
but celebrating Pentecost gives us strength to deal with challenges and
allows us to have hope and belief that better times are waiting for us.
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
Romans 15:13.
Dear God,
Thank you for all that inspires us today, our families, our friends, and
people who care. May we be an inspiration to those around us by caring
and giving them hope, as we walk through our lives together.
Amen
Going forward, we had planned to have the Young Church Recognition
Service on Sunday 20th June.
We will keep everyone informed of any changes to this date.

Fiona Green
Young Church

Pentecost poem of hope
Holy spirit on us fall,
One, and for all.
Power in the wind and fire,
Empowerment that will never tire.

Brian Strand (2009)
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The Lord's Prayer
I can not say "OUR" If my FAITH has no room for other people, their
needs, and their differences;
I can not say "FATHER" if I do not accept others as brothers and sisters
in my daily life, and unless I come to Him as a child;
I can not say "WHO ART IN HEAVEN" if all my interests and pursuits
are limited to earthly things;
I can not say "HALLOWED BE THY NAME" if I, who am called by His
name, do nothing to praise, honour, and please His name;
I can not say "THY KINGDOM COME" if I am unwilling to give up the
"good" of my selfishness and accept the reign of God's love;
I can not say "THY WILL BE DONE" until I put what He wants first;
I can not say "ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN" unless I am truly ready
to give myself to His service in the here and now.
I can not say "GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD" if I am lazy and
expect 'to receive and not give’ and if I continue to ignore the
needs of others;
I can not say "FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS", unless I am first willing to say
"FORGIVE MY DEBTORS"
I can not say "LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION" if I deliberately
choose to remain in a situation where I am likely to be tempted;
I can not say "DELIVER US FROM EVIL" if I am not prepared to fight
against the evil in my life and injustices in the lives of my brothers
and sisters;
I can not say "THINE IS THE KINGDOM, THE POWER AND THE
GLORY" if I’m seeking my own glory, or if I do not listen to God
and His way, or if I fear what neighbours and friends may say or do
for seeking God’s Kingdom first;
I can not say "AMEN" unless I can also say ‘cost what it may, this is my
prayer’ Yes LORD. Fulfil your will in me.
MATTHEW 6 v9 – ‘THIS, THEN, IS HOW YOU SHOULD PRAY!’
Thank You to Doreen More who provided the link for the above
The Parishioner – May 2020
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'Worship Service . . .
You Tube

Morris, David Tinto and David
Burns have been doing fantastic
work to record a worship service
from St Mary’s.
This has been available for
the past couple of weeks and
it is hoped we will be able to
continue on a weekly basis for
the time being. Our service can
be accessed on YouTube – just
search “St Marys Parish Church
Kirkintilloch”. A link is also

available on our website and
Facebook page.
Our service on Sunday 10th
May (recorded) will include
the celebration of Holy
Communion.
We can all participate in this
Sacrament from the comfort of
our own homes, although we will
need to provide our own elements
of bread and wine!

Instead of the usual Crossword, I thought I would test your knowledge of
place names in Scotland to keep the wee grey cells working!! Answers can
be provided.
The Editor
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Put the church on the market
Nothing not permitted
Winnie the Pooh's study
Whip the young sheep
Girl, walk through the water
A Glesca hand cart
Entrance Lodge for the
Armada
8. Two parts of the face
9. It might accompany vinegar
jackets
10. You would get a date here
20
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11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Spectators
1 to 6 on a cube
Departing
Pushed on pots
Two are healthy
Might throw the ball in the
wicket
Thirsty males
The Spanish drink made from
sloe berries
Greetings from Hawaii
Think it over

Psalm 34
Amid the current coronavirus
pandemic, we all live with fear
and uncertainty. How do we deal
with fear?
I sought the Lord, and He answered
me; He delivered me from all my
fears.’ (Ps 34:4). In this psalm,
David expresses real fears. He was
on the run from Saul, who was
trying to murder him! Yet David
points to three simple habits that
help overcome fear.
Praising God always: ‘I will extol
the Lord at all times; His praise
will always be on my lips. (1).
It was David’s pattern of life
to praise God daily, whatever
his circumstances. He was
acknowledging God’s lordship
over his life. Praise affirms that
my circumstances are in His hands
and He is with me in all that I am
going through.
Seeking God continually: ‘This poor
man called, and the Lord heard

him; He saved him out of all his
troubles.’ (6). David looked to
God, who released him from all
his fears. It’s easy for our fears
to overwhelm us and rob us of
the assurance that God loves us
and wants the best for us. When
we seek God, He hears us and
responds, as He is not powerless
to act.
Finding refuge in God: ‘Taste and
see that the Lord is good; blessed is
the one who takes refuge in Him.’
(8). David’s personal invitation is
to taste and see that God is good.
Our fears often tell us that the
opposite is true for us. Fear tells
us that God cannot be trusted
and that He will abandon us. We
can make God our secure refuge
and not be afraid.
This psalm helps us to see
fear from a totally different
perspective: ‘Fear the Lord, you His
holy people, for those who fear Him
lack nothing.’ (9).
The Parishioner – May 2020
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A Prayer to provide strength to all those
battle Covid-19
Lord, we are those who journey.
And who find that journey hard today.
We are those who journey.
And long to find our hope renewed.
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Lord, whether in our own company or with companions beside us,
We journey on.
Whether sure, or unsure, as to our journey’s end,
Come beside us through the risen Lord.
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Lord, we pray for others;
For carers of the living and of the dying;
For the bereaved and for the anxious;
For those fearing loss of work and of business.
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Lord, we pray for scientists and researchers;
For those seeking to understand the challenge we face;
For those creating potential vaccines;
For those advising decision-makers.
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Lord, we pray for those who shape our common life:
In local Councils and in Scottish Government.
And in the Government of the United Kingdom.
Grant to them wisdom, compassion and understanding.
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Lord, we pray for your Kingdom to come.
And for your will to be done,
On earth.
As it is in heaven.
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Amen.
22

The Parishioner – May 2020

The Rectory
St James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren
It seems that the basics of parish
ministry are no longer taught in
theological colleges. Don’t you
know anything about consulting
your diary in public? When you
are asked if you are free on a
certain date, accepted practice
is to open it so that the enquirer
cannot quite see. You then shake
your head sadly, saying you are
committed to blessing a new
tea urn, or on some other vital
ecclesiastical activity that day.
Then you regretfully give your
apologies. You do not open the
thing in full view of your enquirer,
so he can see the blank pages!
Really, it serves you right that you
are now committed to going on
Scout camp.
The last time I agreed to pay
the Scouts a visit was when I
found that there was a splendid
restaurant only a mile away from
their camp. I arrived and parked
my car by the side of the river
where they were all canoeing,
wound down the car window
and made encouraging noises for
some minutes before explaining I
had to find a garage for petrol.
Several hours later, after an
excellent lunch, I drove to where
they were now rock climbing,
wound down the car window

and made encouraging noises for
some minutes before explaining
that I had a standing committee
to return to that evening. It was a
splendid day.
You, however, will experience the
charms of two days under canvas.
Whatever site for your tent you
choose, it will be the one that
floods first. The early hours will
undoubtedly find you wading
about in water in the pitch dark,
retrieving your sleeping bag and
clothes – which you will then have
to wear for the rest of the day.
Watch out for the food, as well:
all camp food contains grass and
usually sheep droppings. This will
make you ill, though for some
reason Scouts thrive on it.
Whatever the weather and
whatever activities you do
each day, you will end up wet,
chilled and bruised. At least your
evenings will be warm, for you are
bound to spend them at Casualty,
with youngsters suffering from
sprained ankles or dislocated
shoulders.
My only advice is to use those
hours in Casualty to practise the
art of opening your diary in a way
that only YOU can see it.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
The Parishioner – May 2020
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Church Organisations
Contact list
2019.20
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Contact list
2013.14
Sunday

Organisation

Location

Time

Contact

Rev Morris Dutch

Sunday Worship

Church

11am

Young Church

Church Halls

11am

Elaine Stevens

Fairtrade Stall

Main Hall

12 noon

Leslie Baird/Fiona Leishman

Badminton - Senior

Main Hall

7.30-10pm

Liz Barrie

Nursery

Church Halls

8.30-11.45am

Joanne McDonald

Ladies Bowling

Main Hall

1.30-3.30pm

Cathie Devine

Running/Walking Club

Session House

7pm

Bob Brown

Nursery

Church Halls

8.30-11.45am

Joanne McDonald

Ladies Badminton

Main Hall

1.15-3.15pm

Ann Selbie
Liz Barrie

Badminton - Senior

Main Hall

8-10.30pm

Prayer Time

Meeting Place

7-7.30pm

Rev Katy Owen

Country Dancing

Mid Hall

7.45-10pm

Moira MacNeill

Nursery

Church Halls

8.30-11.45am

Joanne McDonald

Wednesday Welcome

Session House

10-11.20am

Mary Stirling

Wednesday Service

Church

11.30-12noon

Rev Morris Dutch

Over 50's Badminton

Main Hall

1.30-3.30pm

Anne Allan

Time

Janet Millin

Organisation

Location

Sunday Worship
Kidz Zone
Brownies
Seekers
Creche
Fairtrade
Vestry Stall
Badminton
Beginners
Running/Walking
Junior
Senior

Church
Church Halls

Mid Hall

Rainbows

Main Hall

Club

Guides
Monday

Running/Walking Club

Men’s Club
Tuesday

Thursday

Wednesday

Friday

5.30-7.30pm
7pm

Trevor
Patterson
Bob
Brown

7.30-9.30pm

Cara Daniels

Church Halls
Main Hall
Mid Hall
Hall
Main
Main/Mid Hall
Session House
Main Hall

4.30-5.30pm
7.30-9.30pm

8.30-11.45am
1.30-3.30pm
7.45-10pm
6-7pm
6.45-8.30pm
7pm
7.30-10pm

7.30-9pm
7-7.30pm

Nursery
Wednesday Welcome
Wednesday Service
Over 50’s Badminton
Rainbows
Nursery
Brownies
Vestry

Church Halls
Session House
Church
Main Hall
Mid Hall
Church
Main
HallHalls
Church Vestry
Session House
Session
Mid
Hall House

8.30-11.45am
10-11.20am
11.30-12noon
1.30-3.30pm
6.30-7.30pm
8.30-11.45am
6.30-7.45pm
7-9pm
7pm
2-4pm
7.45-10pm

Circle

(Monthly)
Nursery
Flower Circle
(Alternate
Weeks)
Friday Fellowship

(Alternate Weeks)
Nursery
Listener’s Circle
(Monthly)
Guild

Barry
Barry
Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry
Leslie
Baird/Fiona
Leishman
Church Office

Main Hall
Main
Hall House
Session
Main Hall

Main Hall
Main Hall
Mid HallPlace
Meeting
Mid Hall

Listener's
Trefoil
Guild
(monthly)

Friday

Rev Mark Johnstone

Church Halls
Main Hall

(Alternate Weeks)

Contact

Elaine Stevens/Louise
Cara
Daniels
Elaine Stevens/Louise

11am
12 noon
7-9pm

Nursery
Ladies Badminton
Nursery
Badminton
Junior
Senior
Flower
Circle
Prayer Time
Country Dancing

Running/Walking Club

Thursday

11am

Church Halls
Main
HallVestry
Church

Main Hall

Nursery
Ladies Bowling
Trefoil Guild
BB Shipmates
BB Junior/Company
(monthly)

6.30-7.30pm
11am
6.30-7.45pm
11am

Church Halls

(church)

Church Halls
Mid Hall

Mid Hall

Church Halls
Session House
(church)
Mid Hall

8.30-11.45am
1.30-3.30pm

8.30-11.45am
6-8pm
8-10.30pm

Trevor Patterson
Liz Barrie

Janet Brady
Cathie Devine

Edith
Dunn Campbell
Lindsey
Garry Burns/Iain Hill
Bob Brown/Jean Ralph
Archie Smith
Janet Brady
Doreen More

Joanne McDonald
Trevor Patterson
Liz Barrie

Elizabeth
Walker
Rev Katy
Owen

7.45-10pm

Moira MacNeill

8.30-11.45am
7.30-9pm

7.30-9pm

Janet Brady
Mary Stirling
Rev Mark Johnstone
Anne Allan
Agnes Marran
HayleMcDonald
a O’Brien
Joanne
Church Office
Bob Brown/Jean Ralph
Edith
Dunn
Edith
Dunn
Janet Brady
Elizabeth Walker

Moira MacNeill

8.30-11.45am
2-4pm

Janet Brady
Robert Dewar

7.30-9pm

Moira MacNeill

For further information on any of the above –
Please contact the Church Office on
0141 775 1166 or email: office.stmarys@btconnect.com
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