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Dear Friends,

‘It is the most wonderful time of the year’ 
(Andy Williams)

‘Remember the days of old; consider the 
generations long past’ (Deuteronomy 32:7)

‘Look forward with hope to that 
wonderful day’ (Timothy 2:13)

As the season of Advent begins we have the 
opportunity to do many things. We celebrate 
and anticipate what and who we will be 
involved with this Christmas time. We may 
look back at a previous Christmas time. We 
may look forward with some sense of hope 
for the future.

Advent can 
mean many 
things to us.  

As you seek out 
the Christmas 
decorations, 
the baubles 
for the tree 
and the lights that never seem to work two 
years in a row, you may be caught up in the 
memories they unlock.  The smell of the 
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‘Remember the 
days of old; 
consider the 
generations 
long past’



boxes, the feel of the tinsel and the 
sparkle of the lights can trigger 
memories of times shared.  As we 
place each decoration on the tree 
we can remember the Children 
making them, someone gifting 
them to us or buying it to signify 
an important event. Advent can be 
a time to actively engage with the 
past. The Jewish people were often 
encouraged to look back. An act of 
remembrance today is enhanced 
by actively recalling the people and 
events of the past. This means the 
moments we cherish this year are 
all the more significant because 
they include people from our past. 
Deuteronomy says ‘Remember 
the days of old; consider the 
generations long past’

As the advent adventure begins we 
have the forward looking intention 
of a day to remember. We look 
forward safely only because we 
have a sense of where we have 
come from. Many plan in great 
detail for Advent and Christmas. 
They think of what they will buy, 
eat, seat, share, watch and play 
on a single day. The day can be 
planned in more detail than many 
other days of the year.  Folks often 
have an idea in their head of how 
they want it to go.  Sometimes the 
image in their head does not match 
the reality.  They do have an aim, 
a goal, a desired outcome that will 

realise the best for all concerned.  
Timothy tells us ‘Look forward 
with hope to that wonderful 
day’. Although not talking about 
Christmas, Timothy is talking 
about the advent of a glorious day 
with God.  Can we hold this at the 
centre of our celebration? This 
Christmas can be a glorious day 
with God.

Finally, I want to wish you all the 
best for this Christmas and New 
Year.  I want to thank those who 
support the work of the Church. 
Those who share in responsibility 
for the life of the Church. May 
you enjoy the thoughts of Andy 
Williams who sung…….

There’ll be parties for hosting
Marshmallows for toasting
And carolling out in the snow
There’ll be scary ghost stories
And tales of the glories of the
Christmases long, long ago

Every good wish and God’s 
Blessing this Christmas time.

Mark, Audrey, Ross, Gayle and 
Sam Johnstone.

Kindest regards
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New Members
By Certificate of Transference
Mary Henderson, Flat 24, Kelvin Court, West High Street, Kirkintilloch

Diamond Wedding
William and Olga Alexander, 17 Alloway Terrace, Kirkintilloch celebrated 
60 years of marriage on 30 November.
Congratulations and best wishes are sent from all at St Mary’s.

Parish Register

Change of Address
Mrs Ruth McMillan, formerly 12 Ninian Rise, Kirkintilloch, now residing 
at 7 Robert Bruce Court, Larbert.

Baptisms
‘Jesus said ‘Let the children come to me, for as such is the Kingdom of 
heaven’ . . . he placed his hand upon them and blessed them.'

November 19 Holly Melissa Billie Bryson,
  daughter of Lisa and William
 26 Struan Weir, son of Leanne and Christopher

The Lord bless you, and keep you: the Lord make his face to shine upon you, 
and be gracious unto you: the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and 
give you peace.

Funerals
Jesus said ‘I am the resurrection and the life …’
‘Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted’
Jesus said ‘The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God’.

September 11  Mrs Margaret (Peggy) Middleton, 11 Burnbrae Avenue,
  Bearsden  
November 08 Joan Mason, 56 Sycamore Avenue, Lenzie
 21 Margaret Lamb, 9 Park Crescent, Bishopbriggs 
 22  John Speirs, Flat 1/1, 12 Southbank Road, Kirkintilloch

John Wilson, Union Street, Kirkintilloch
We welcome these new members into our midst and trust they will find 
fellowship and joy in the faith.

By Special Resolution
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We wish to thank the following members who will 
donate the flowers for the Chancel of our Church during 

December and January. 

December 10 Mrs I Hay, Mrs N Marshall, Mrs R Downs
 17 Mrs J Reid, Mrs M Lang Mr J Wilson
Christmas Eve  Mrs E Walker
 24 Miss M Weir, Mrs R Bennie, Mrs L Brown
 31 E & C Kerr, Mrs J Finney, Mr G Fraser
January 2018 07 Mrs A Somerville, Mrs M Girault, Mrs J Reid
 14 Mr Mrs D Burns, Miss J Provan,
  Mr Mrs J Cuthbertson
 21 Mrs J Pearson, Mrs S Nicol, Mrs S Burns
 28 Mrs J Cardwell, Mrs B McMillan
February 04 Mrs M Taylor, Mrs L Black, Mrs M Smith 

The following members, whom we wish to thank for their 
assistance, will be responsible for the distribution.

December 10) Mrs M Stirling
 17) Mrs V Carmichael
 24) Mrs C Devine
 31) Mrs S Nicol   
January 2018 07) Mrs M Hardie
 14) P. L. & C. Malcolm
 21) Mrs B Walker
 28) Mrs L Barry
February 04) Mrs E Donnelly
 11) Mrs M Gaston

Church Flowers
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Thank You
Thank you acknowledgements 
have been received from the 
following people who received 
Chancel Flowers during the 
month of November.
Mr Mrs M Lynch, Mr R. 
Dewar, Mr K. Darroch, Mrs 
M. Gaston, Mr M. Roberts,  L. 
& F. Wilson, Mrs P. Moffat, 

Mrs R. Smith, Mrs M. Cope, 
Mrs J. McLachlan, Mrs V. 
Lindsay, Mr S. Ashmall, 
Mrs J. Johnstone, Mrs M. 
Beattie, Mrs A. Bryson, Mrs G. 
Mitchell, Mrs I. Mitchell, Mrs 
V. Lindsay, Mrs I Tinto, Mrs M 
Laird.

Listeners Circle
Listeners Circle on Friday 15 December in the 

Session House at 2.00pm will be 
a selection of Christmas music chosen by 
Jim Walker.  Visitors are always welcome, 
especially at this festive season. You may 

even get a mince pie and slice of cake to accompany your cuppa 
in the interval. The first meeting of the New Year is Friday 19 

January when the music presenters will be Guild Ladies.

The Guild
The Guild meets every second Friday in the Lesser Hall at 
7.30pm. The programme for January is as undernoted.

January 12 Scott Cameron – Songs and Stories
 26 Malawi Fruits – Russell Crawford  
February 09 Love Letters from a Desert Rat – Liz McIntyre Allan 

Advance date for your diary – Guild Coffee Morning Saturday 24 
February 2018.

Janice Reid 
 
Sheila Gow thanks everyone for their kind wishes, cards, gifts and flowers received on the occasion of her 
recent birthday. 
 

Bell Ringers Duty Rota 
 
October 08 Paul Malcolm and Cerys McCormack 
  15 Linda Brown and Olivia Fotheringham  
  22 Lisa and Daniel Malloy-Gibson 
  29 Mary Stirling and Lesley Bevens 
November 05 Dorothy Stewart and Cara Bevens 
 
                                                                Dates for your Diary 
 
Reap a good harvest 
If you’ve been out and about in the countryside in recent months, you’ll have noticed that there was a bumper 
crop of blackberries and other fruit this year. That was no accident. It was because, from Spring onwards, there 
has been just the right amount of heat and cold, rain and sun, to make the plants bring forth their best.  
 
It’s the same when we are making Jesus known. Only God knows if the people we meet are ready to respond to 
the Gospel. We might be simply planting a seed, and that person still has years to go, or it may be that the 
person is finally ready to become a follower of Jesus.  
 
This autumn, as we prepare for Christmas, let’s be intentional – praying for friends and family members who 
don’t yet know Jesus. Let’s ask God for opportunities to sensitively share the Good News of Jesus. And let’s be 
ready to serve and speak in Jesus name. 

Harvest Festival this year will be celebrated on Sunday 08 October.   
Donations will be gratefully received and should be brought to Church on the Sunday morning.  Donations can 
either be produce or, if you prefer, a monetary donation.  Suggestions for produce are: cereals, tinned soup / 
meat / fish / vegetables / tinned fruit.  Also acceptable are tea, coffee, sugar, rice, pulses, red / brown sauce and 
vinegar.  No fresh products please. 
 

 LISTENERS CIRCLE 
The next meeting of the Listeners Circle will be on Friday 20 October at 2pm in the Session House.    
Everyone is welcome to come along and listen to the programme of music which has been compiled  
this month by Moira Lawson. 
 

TEAMWORK + A LITTLE KNOWLEDGE = PRIZES  
The first social event of this session will be THE TEAM QUIZ taking place on Friday 20th October starting  
at 7.30 pm.  Come in a ready-made team of 6 (max), or join one made up on the night.   It is a fun quiz so no 
university education needed, just a willingness to have a good time.  Tickets cost £6 and light refreshments  
are included.    
 
All profits will go to the Church's Special Project Fund to continue the improvements to the building, 
especially the interior.  

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION                                                                                                                        

 
To celebrate the Lord’s Supper, the invitation displayed below is for you and your family to participate in the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion, at which everyone will be made most welcome.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sunday 05 November at 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. 
All members are encouraged to attend either service.  Preparatory Service at 7.30 pm on Friday 03 November  
will set the scene and allow you to prepare yourself for the Communion Services on the Sunday.  This  
Service is for everyone who attends worship and offers an opportunity to think about Communion and what  
it means.  Communion will also be offered at the Wednesday Welcome on 04 November and, once again, an 
invitation is extended to all who wish to participate.   
 

 The Guild commences their new Session on Friday 06 October.  Please note they will normally  
meet every second Friday.  All are welcome, including gentlemen, to come along and enjoy the fellowship  
and listen to a varied selection of topics throughout the Session year. 
 
October 06 Rev Katy Owen – Guild Theme  
      Be Bold, Be Strong – Go in Love       
  13 Bob Bain – Tales of Glasgow Empire 
  27 John Reid – Tribute to Elvis Presley   
Please note Friday 27 October is an Open Night. Tickets will be on sale shortly and you are all 
encouraged to give The Guild your support – give unto others as they give unto you.   
 

   British Summer Time ends on Sunday 29th October.  Please remember to put your clocks  
and watches BACK one hour before retiring on the Saturday evening or you will be too early for Church. 
 

The summer may be over, 
And Winter drawing hear, 

But now, it’s time for meetings, 
For friendship, warmth and cheer. 
There’s purple on the mountains, 

And beauty all around 
With here and there a summer rose 

Still waiting to be found. 
 

It’s time for reminiscing, 
Recalling summer days, 

For sharing hope and happy thoughts 
In many quiet ways. 

 

 

  

     St. Mary’s Parish Church   

    invite you to celebrate Communion on :   

 

- 

   

 Sunday 05 Nov. 2017 at 11.00  am & 6.30 pm 
  Wednesday 08 Nov. 2015 at 11.30 am 

  
All will be made most welcome.   

  Do this in memory of me …….. Luke 22 : 19 
    

The Rev Mark Johnstone & Kirk Session   
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The Bells of St Mary’s
December 2017 /

January, February 2018
December 10 Mary Stirling and Lesley Bevens 

 17 Dorothy Stewart and Cara Bevens

 24 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans

 31 Paul Malcolm and

  Cerys McCormack 

January 2018 07 Linda Brown and

  Olivia Fotheringham

 14 Lisa and Daniel Malloy-Gibson

 21 Mary Stirling and Lesley Bevens

 28 Dorothy Stewart and Cara Bevens

February 04 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans

 11 Paul Malcolm and

  Cerys McCormack
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ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH CENTENARY COMMITTEE

St Mary’s Parish Church, Kirkintilloch, was opened and dedicated on 
12 September 1914. The year 2014 presented us with opportunities 
to celebrate its centenary in a variety of ways, one of them being 
the commissioning of this book on the church’s history.

Previous books on the church had celebrated its 75th anniversary 
(written by Iain Smith in 1989) and the 350th anniversary of the 
‘Auld Kirk’ (written by Joseph Fisher in 1994). The original objective 
for this book was to update the two previous books, but some orig-
inal documentation offered by David Forsyth of St David’s Memori-
al Park Church revealed that there was an intriguing story that had 
yet to be told. The documentation he provided has been the cata-
lyst for extensive research into the church’s history. This means the 
book not only covers aspects of the church that will be familiar to 
residents of Kirkintilloch, but also tells many stories that will have 
largely passed from collective memory.

FROM HERITORS
TO INHERITORS

FROM HERITORS
TO INHERITORS

CENTENARY OF
ST MARY’S 
PARISH
CHURCH

KIRKINTILLOCH 
1914 TO 2014
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The Parishioner
The next issue will be February 2018 and copy for this should be 
handed to Sandra Burns, left in the Publications pigeon hole in the 
Hall vestibule or sent by e-mail to sandraburns.me@gmail.com no 
later than Sunday 28 January.  With continued thanks to those 
who make donations towards the cost of producing the magazine.  

The Publications Committee take this opportunity of wishing 
everyone a lovely Christmas and Happy New Year.  Personal thanks 

from the Editor to all involved who give of their time every month 
assisting in the production of the magazine and keeping the Website 

up-to-date.

Visitors are welcome 
St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always 
welcome. If you feel there should be more to life than retail 
therapy and Friday night clubbing, try coming along to the 11 
o’clock service on Sunday morning. You may hear something 
to change how you value your life and your relationships with 
those around you. You don’t have to join up to join in.

The Church office is located on the right as you enter the 
Church Halls. The secretary, Mrs Lynn Hay, is available in the 
office Monday to Thursday 8.00am – 1.00pm and may be the 
first point of contact for general enquiries. Lynn will be able to 
refer you to the person best suited to respond. Church office 
telephone 0141 775 1166 or e-mail: office.stmarys@btconnect.
com

Church Office Hours
Please note the Church Office hours are now:  Monday – 
Thursday, 8.00 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.



Burns Night 2018
The celebration of Burns night will take place 
on Saturday 20th January. As well as the usual 
speeches and entertainment there will be the 
traditional meal of soup followed by Haggis, 
Neeps and Tatties, with biscuits  and cheese to 

finish, plus tea or coffee, all supplied by Table 13.

The Tickets, which will also be your programme, will go on sale 
on Sunday 31st December in the halls after the service at a cost of 
£16.
8      The Parishioner – December 2017

Will treasurers of all organisations please ensure that a copy 
of their annual audited accounts is passed to the Treasurer 
or Finance Convenor no later than 31st March, 2018. These 
accounts will be made up to their year end falling into the year 
to 31 December 2017.  Those organisations whose accounts 
are included in The Church Accounts should work to a 
deadline of 15 March 2018.

The members of the Finance Committee who have volunteered 
to act as auditors for the church organisations are Jim More, 
John Pears, Gordon Sinclair, Lewis Wilson and Hugh Biggans.

Organisations Accounts / Auditors

Organisations Accounts/Auditors 
Will treasurers of all organisations please ensure that a copy of their annual audited accounts is passed to the 
Treasurer or Finance Convenor no later than 31st March, 2018. These accounts will be made up to their year 
end falling into the year to 31 December 2017.  Those organisations whose accounts are included in 
The Church Accounts should work to a deadline of 15 March 2018. 
The members of the Finance Committee who have volunteered to act as auditors for the church organisations 
are Jim More, John Pears, Gordon Sinclair, Lewis Wilson and Hugh Biggans. 
 
VISITORS ARE WELCOME 
St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always welcome.  If you feel there should be more to life 
than retail therapy and Friday night clubbing, try coming along to the 11 o’clock service on Sunday 
morning.  You may hear something to change how you value your life and your relationships with those 
around you.  You don’t have to join up to join in. 
 
The Church office is located on the right as you enter the Church Halls.  The secretary, Mrs Lynn Hay, is 
available in the office Monday to Friday 9.15 a.m. – 12.15 a.m. and may be the first point of contact for 
general enquiries.  Lynn will be able to refer you to the person best suited to respond.  Church office 
telephone 0141 775 1166 or e-mail: office.stmarys@btconnect.com 
 
The Kirkintilloch and Lenzie Christian Aid Group is looking for a new treasurer.  There would be no 
requirement to take part in the usual activities – just to look after the money and attend two meetings each 
year.  Anyone interested please get in touch with Paul Malcolm 578 1520. 
 

   BURNS NIGHT 2018 
The celebration of Burns night will take place on Saturday 20th January.   As well as the usual speeches and 
entertainment there will be the traditional meal of soup followed by Haggis, Neeps and Tatties, with biscuits  
and cheese to finish, plus tea or coffee, all supplied by Table 13. 
 
The Tickets, which will also be your programme, will go on sale on Sunday 31st December in the halls after 
the service at a cost of £16.  
 
Session Report  
This time last year, we were looking forward to work starting on the restoration of the sanctuary roofs.  We 
were involved in the final stages of securing funding to let us award a contract and agree a date for work to 
start on site.  Here we are a year later and the work is complete, the contractors have moved off site, the 
scaffolding has gone and we are enjoying having our car park back!  More importantly, the significant areas 
of water ingress, which have given us serious cause for concern for many years, have now been addressed. 
Not surprisingly, this was the main topic of conversation when the Kirk Session met in November. 
Completion of this work is a major milestone for us and as you know, it has taken a great deal of time and 
effort to reach this point.  However, in many ways, this is seen as the first step in the journey to ensure our 
Church buildings remain fit for purpose for the years that lie ahead.  Now that the building is wind and water 
tight, we can start to think about what we should be doing next.  In fact, the majority of work that the Fabric 
Committee are currently engaged with is only happening because the water ingress has been attended to – 
ceilings in the back corridor have been repaired – new lighting has been installed – areas of damage in the 
side aisles have been investigated and repaired – and so the list goes on. 
Now we need to give consideration to what our next priorities should be – cleaning / decorating / rewiring / 
emergency lighting / disabled toilets – again, the list goes on.  But before we embark on the next stage of 
that journey, I would like to express my gratitude to everyone who has contributed to our Special Project to 
date and helped us to reach this significant milestone.  In particular, I would reiterate the thanks expressed 
by the Kirk Session to Hugh, John and David for all of their efforts in managing the roof restoration project 

Christian Aid Group
The Kirkintilloch and Lenzie Christian Aid Group is looking for 
a new treasurer.  There would be no requirement to take part in 
the usual activities – just to look after the money and attend two 
meetings each year. Anyone interested please get in touch with 
Paul Malcolm 578 1520.
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This time last year, we 
were looking forward 
to work starting on 
the restoration of the 
sanctuary roofs.  We 
were involved in the 
final stages of securing 
funding to let us award 
a contract and agree a 
date for work to start on 
site. Here we are a year 
later and the work is 
complete, the contractors 
have moved off site, the 
scaffolding has gone and 
we are enjoying having 
our car park back!  
More importantly, the 
significant areas of water 
ingress, which have 
given us serious cause 
for concern for many 
years, have now been 
addressed.

Not surprisingly, this 
was the main topic of 
conversation when the 
Kirk Session met in 
November. Completion 
of this work is a major 
milestone for us and as 
you know, it has taken 
a great deal of time 
and effort to reach this 
point.  However, in many 
ways, this is seen as the 
first step in the journey 
to ensure our Church 
buildings remain fit for 
purpose for the years 
that lie ahead.  Now that 
the building is wind and 
water tight, we can start 
to think about what we 
should be doing next.  
In fact, the majority of 
work that the Fabric 
Committee are currently 

Session Report

Continued overleaf
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engaged with is only 
happening because the 
water ingress has been 
attended to – ceilings 
in the back corridor 
have been repaired – 
new lighting has been 
installed – areas of 
damage in the side aisles 
have been investigated 
and repaired – and so the 
list goes on.
Now we need to give 
consideration to what 
our next priorities 
should be – cleaning / 
decorating / rewiring 
/ emergency lighting / 
disabled toilets – again, 
the list goes on.  But 
before we embark on 
the next stage of that 
journey, I would like to 
express my gratitude 
to everyone who has 
contributed to our 
Special Project to 

date and helped us to 
reach this significant 
milestone.  In particular, 
I would reiterate the 
thanks expressed by the 
Kirk Session to Hugh, 
John and David for all of 
their efforts in managing 
the roof restoration 
project to a successful 
conclusion.
But to everyone who has 
supported this work – 
Thank You – and I look 
forward to your ongoing 
support as we continue 
our journey in 2018 and 
beyond.
On behalf of the Kirk 
Session, I wish you 
and your families, 
peace, good will and 
happiness, at Christmas 
and throughout the New 
Year.

Gordon Morrison
Session Clerk
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Prayer at Christmas
Father of all good gifts,
Thank you for the greatest gift of all – your precious Son, Jesus. 
Thank you that He chose to live with us so that all who trust Him 
will one day live with you in peace and wholeness.

Help us Father, this Christmas, to keep you at the centre of our 
celebrations and, in the midst of all the busy-ness and rush, to 
know your presence and the peace that only you can give. And 
Lord, may we reflect your love to those who don’t yet know that 
you are real and alive and able to help, whatever their situation. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Christmas:
Why was Jesus born in a barn?

Our pretty Christmas cards do not do it justice – the stable that 
Jesus was born in would have been smelly, dirty, and full of mess. 
So why did God not provide something better for His beloved Son? 
Why let Joseph and Mary scrounge around until they ended up in 
a smelly stable? 

Perhaps because the King of Kings being born in a foul stable is a 
perfect picture of redemption. Jesus came from glory into a world 
filled with the dirt, filth and darkness of sin. And Jesus was not 
put off by darkness in the least – instead, He came to be the Light 
of the World. Thank God for His unspeakable gift. No wonder the 
angels sang “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” (Luke 2:14)
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Treasurer’s Report
OCTOBER OFFERING

12 One who accepts government by God (8) 
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1) 
   (7) 
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6) 
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5) 
20 You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will … his people 
   from their sins (Matthew 1:21) (4) 
ACROSS: 1, Tabernacle. 7, Absalom. 8, Incas. 10, Roes. 11, 
Captured. 13, Fright. 15, Cavell. 17, Cyclonic. 18, Herb. 21, Sonar. 
22, Amazing. 23, Settlement. 
 
DOWN: 1, Taste. 2, Bold. 3, Ramiah. 4, Abiathar. 5, Lucerne. 6, 
Sacrifices. 9, Saddlebags. 12, Theocrat. 14, Incense. 16, Pilate. 19, 
Exist. 20, Save. 

Treasurer’s Report 
OCTOBER OFFERING 

   
     
 

FREEWILL GIFT  OPEN STANDING 
DATE OFFERING AID PLATE ORDERS 

01.10.17 552.00 549.50 155.00 
 08.10.17 240.50 462.50 105.65 

 15.10.17 566.00 479.00 175.50 
 22.10.17 283.00 401.50 77.25 
 29.10.17 477.84 373.50 232.35 
 Standing orders 

   
4173.00 

TOTAL 2119.34 2266.00 745.75 4173.00 

     Total for the Month 9304.09 
  

     RECEIPTS AND DONATIONS Received During October 
 with thanks and gratitude for your consideration of our Church  
 Roof Fund Donation 

  
100.00 

Roof Fund Donation 
  

200.00 
Anonymous Donation 

  
100.00 

Donation from FIMEDS 
  

50.00 
Donation following  a Wedding 

  
100.00 

Donation from Kirky Mile Crunchers to Roof Fund 
 

500.00 
Donation from Kirky Mile Crunchers to Roof Fund 

 
400.00 

 

    

Bible Society launches Christmas 
film for children

Here is a treat - The Greatest Journey, a lively Christmas film that 
tells the story of Mary and Joseph’s journey from Bethlehem – 
perfect for children aged three and upwards. 

Bible Society explains: ‘We’re sure it’ll be enjoyed by the whole 
family. So sit back, relax – and watch out for that sheep poo...’

The film is available to download for use in churches, schools and 
wherever else you’d like to screen it. Download the film at: www.
biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/christmas/the-greatest-journey
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EthosMedia.org provides free resources to help 

people explore spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

issues through the latest feature films.

Comfort in our troubles
‘His childhood was sacrificed to make other childhoods better’ 
says Will Tilston about the title character he plays in Goodbye 
Christopher Robin. 

This is the latest film providing a surprising back-story to a 
popular children’s book. But unlike Saving Mr. Banks, Miss 
Potter and Finding Neverland (which primarily focus on the mind 
of the writer) Goodbye Christopher Robin also shows the impact 
on the story’s main character, who is a real person – the author’s 
eight-year-old son. This young boy has been experiencing the pain of living with emotionally disengaged 
parents. His father is shell-shocked from the First World War, and finds it difficult to express his feelings. His 
mother cannot properly attach to her son because she is convinced that another such war is inevitable and 
he will be called up to fight, so she showers him with affection one minute and ignores him the next.

Then, in a magical few days when Christopher is alone with his father in the woods surrounding their Sussex 
house, the two of them bond together through imaginary stories about a group of toy animals. Christopher’s 
father is A. A. Milne, who writes these down as the tales of Winnie-the-Pooh, and the whole family finds 
themselves swept up in the success of the books. But young Christopher Robin cannot stay little forever. 

As he grows, these childhood stories make his adolescent life 
a misery.

We can’t detail the end of the film without spoilers but can 
highlight that, in the final scenes, we discover that the tales of 
Winnie-the-Pooh, which had comforted the young boy, became 
comforting to others in their own distress. Perhaps, as we watch 
this powerful and moving film, we might reflect on the biblical 
message that God ‘comforts us in all our troubles, so that we 
can comfort those in any trouble with the 
comfort we ourselves receive.’

Nick and Carol Pollard from EthosMedia.org share 
thought-provoking reflections on the latest films.



St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
It was delightful to have a family 
from your church visiting ours last 
week, but perhaps if it happens 
again, you may suggest a certain 
dress code to them. That the 
man arrived without wearing a 
tie was probably forgivable, but I 
do think you should have warned 
them about the temperature. Your 
church building may be warmer 
than a nursing home, but the only 
time that hot air is blown over the 
heads of our congregation, is when 
the archdeacon preaches. 

Thus, by early December, our 
congregation knows to come to 
church equipped with overcoats, 
scarves, gloves and thermal 
socks. And the Verger’s regular 
disappearance into the side chapel 
during Services isn’t on urgent 
ecclesiastical business, but to 
warm himself up with copious 
swigs from his hip flask.

So, your poor visitors suffered 
from the cold. In fact, by the time 
of the sermon, were they to have 
been laid horizontally, they would 
have been indistinguishable from 
the marble effigies of the Earls of 
Stowe lying in state in the north 
aisle. As they limped out at the 
end of the Service, totally numb, 
my offer of a sherry at the Rectory 
was more medicinal than social.

December is almost always the 
month when I gracefully concede 
defeat regarding the church boiler. 
True, the congregation has been 
dropping hints to me since Harvest 
about the autumnal nip in the air, 
or of the flowers keeping well in 
church because it is cool there, 
or even the slightly more pointed 
remark that it will soon be time for 
the heating to be turned on. But all 
are studiously ignored. I live in an 
arctic 17th century Rectory, and 
am hardened to it. 

But when members of the 
congregation start arriving bearing 
travelling rugs and flasks of hot 
tea, I begin to realise that the time 
approaches to fire the boilers up. 
Then on the Sunday when Colonel 
Richards lights up his primus stove 
next to him on the pew, I know it is 
appropriate to announce that next 
Sunday the church will be heated – 
although ‘heated’ is rather more an 
aspiration than a reality.

Should any of our congregation be 
tempted to pay a visit to your own 
church, I will tell them to dress for a 
Mediterranean August – although 
the men will certainly wear a 
tie. One does have standards to 
maintain.

Your loving uncle, Eustace

The Rectory . . .
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Across
1  Provisional meeting place of 

God and the Jews (Exodus 
25:9) (10)

7  David’s third son, killed 
when his head got caught 
in a tree during a  battle 
with his father (2 Samuel 

18:14,15) (7)
8  They ruled much of the west 

coast of South America 
in the 15th and early 16th 
centuries (5)

10 Small deer of European and 
Asian extraction (4)

11 Seized control of (Numbers 

Crossword

Continued overleaf
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21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine 

shot by the Germans in 
Brussels, Nurse Edith …. 
(6)

17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, 

together with lamb and 
unleavened bread, was the 
Passover menu for anyone 
unclean (Numbers 9:11) (4)

21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton 

described God’s grace in his 
well-known hymn (7)

23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) 
(10)

   
Down
1  …. and see that the Lord is 

good (Psalm 34:8) (5)
2  The wicked man flees 

though no one pursues, but 
the righteous  are as …  as 
a lion (Proverbs 28:1) (4)

3  One of the exiles, a 
descendant of Parosh, who 
married a foreign

   woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4  He escaped from Nob when 

Saul killed the rest of his 
family and

   joined David (1 Samuel 

22:19,20) (8)
5  City and lake in Central 

Switzerland (7)
6  Offer your bodies as living 

…. , holy and pleasing to 
God (Romans 12:1) (10)

9  Pouches carried by horses 
(Genesis 49:14) (10)

12 One who accepts 
government by God (8)

14 Aromatic substance 
commonly used in Jewish 
ritual (Exodus 30:1) (7)

16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is 
truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)

19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 You are to give him the 

name Jesus, because he 
will … his people from their 
sins (Matthew 1:21) (4)





Christmas  2017

Christmas  2017




