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Dear Friends,

Can you ever really escape politics?

Scottish Independence, The Brexit Vote, 
The Street works outside the Church, the 
NHS,  another Runway at Heathrow, the 
American Presidential Election.

It would seem there are few areas of life not 
affected by the decisions made by elected 
officials. Those officials can often come 
under severe attack when they seem to 
make decisions not presented in a previous 
manifesto, or when self interest prevails 
over the perceived public good.

The Church and the state have a peculiar 
relationship. Although there are Bishops 
in the House of Lords, we do not have 
them in the Scottish Parliament. When the 
Queen attends the General Assembly of 
the Church she sits in a gallery technically 
outside of the Assembly meeting.  She can 
see all proceedings but protocol dictates the 
monarch can only contribute when invited 
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to do so by the General Assembly. In Scotland Her Majesty the Queen is 
not the Head of the Church; although her support and affection for the 
Church should be noted.

Many of those signing the American Declaration of Independence 
had a religious affiliation. It is suggested over 46% were Anglicans or 
Episcopalians and 20% were Presbyterian. Although we may recognise 
the Declaration is not religiously neutral there is clearly a separation 
of Church and State within the political matrix of the United States of 
America.

How is the Christian to respond to political complexity?  Jesus himself 
resisted heading up any political movement. When the people wanted to 
make him King he refused. How are we to act? We should clearly pray for 
those in positions of leadership and influence. We should seek to support 
justice and truth.  We should try to bring peace to situations of conflict.

Although misquoted by Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, the prayer 
of St Francis is a helpful guide when thinking of how we should vote, 
behave or act.

Where there is doubt, let me bring faith; Where there is despair, let me bring 
hope; Where there is darkness, let me bring light; Where there is sadness, let 
me bring joy.

Jesus was forever wrestling with those in authority. He challenged their 
attitude and actions. As one man he spoke truth to power.  

May we as Christians not forget the social responsibility we have in 
seeking to bring the Kingdom of God to fruition here on earth. Let us 
work for a truly Christian nation where the values of Christ prevail.

Kindest regards
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Baptisms
‘Jesus said ‘Let the children come to me, for as such is the Kingdom of heaven’ . . . he 
placed his hand upon them and blessed them.'

October 09 Blake Hunter King Burns, son of Beth and Patrick
  30 Lee Summers, David Alexander Summers,
   Violet Louise Matthew, family of Ashley and Jamie

   Welcome and Admission of Ashley Summers

   We welcome Ashley into our midst and trust she will find
   fellowship and joy in the faith. 
  
The Lord bless you, and keep you: the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious unto you: the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace

Weddings
‘God is love and those who dwell in love dwell in God and God in them’
We celebrated the marriage of:

October 15 Jennifer Bruce and Alan Baikie
  22 Jennifer Hay and Scott McKendrick

Funerals
Jesus said ‘I am the resurrection and the life …’
‘Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted’
Jesus said ‘The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God’.

Sept.  30 John Forsyth, Campsie View Care Home, Kirkintilloch
October  14 Robert Miller, 39 Third Avenue, Auchinloch   
  21 Catherine Smart, Quayside Care Home, Glasgow
  26 Christina Beveridge, Canniesburn Care Home, Bearsden
November 02 Alexander McHattie, 27 Boghead Road, Lenzie             
  02 Agnes Williamson, 43 Freeland Place, Kirkintilloch 

Parish Register
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We wish to thank the following members who will donate flowers for the 
Chancel of our Church during November.

November 06 Mrs M Lawson, Mrs I Hay, Mrs D Stewart, Mrs E Walker,
  Mrs A MacPhee, Mrs M Girault
 13 Mrs J. McCann, The Fisher Family, Mrs I. Shanks,
  Miss E. Cousin        
 20 Mrs G Young, Mr Mrs J McIsaac, Mrs R Smith,
  Mrs I McCrae
 27 Mrs R Garrity, Mr Mrs G Day         

December 04 Mrs S Gow, Mrs J Reid                             
                             
The following members, whom we wish to thank for their assistance, will be 
responsible for distribution

November 13  )  Mrs R Poynton
 20  ) Mrs E Walker
 27  ) Mrs M McMurrough      
December 04  ) Mrs B McMillan

Church Flowers

Anniversaries
Golden Wedding
Janice and Willie Reid celebrate 50 years of marriage on 07 November.

Ruby Wedding
Lillian and Garry Black celebrated 40 years of marriage on 23 October.

Congratulations and very best wishes are sent to both couples from the congregation in St 
Mary’s.

Change of Address
Andrew Leishman formerly 28 Briar Road, Kirkintilloch, now residing at 23 
Viewfield Cottages, Muchcroft Road, Moodiesburn.

Apology
Correct address for Mrs Margaret Bamborough, is 37 Quarry Drive, 
Kirkintilloch and not Briar Road.
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Thank You
Thank you acknowledgements have been received from the following 
people who received Chancel Flowers during the month of October.
Mr Mrs A McNeil, Mrs I Anderson, Mr Mrs R McAllister, Mrs P Moffat, 
Mrs B. Little, Mrs G. McCall, Mr Mrs A. Henderson, Mrs J. Craig, Mrs 
B. McKinnon, Mr Mrs D. Tennant, Mrs J. Stewart, Mrs B. MacArthur, 
Mrs J. Tinning, Mrs A. Pearson, Mrs J. Jennings, Mrs J. Clarke on behalf 
of David, Mrs S. Tolmie, Mrs M. Wilson, Mrs I. Hay, S.& B. Campbell, 
Mrs J. Jennings, C.& H. Cruickshanks, R. & E. Dewar, L. & F. Wilson, 
R. & G. Corner, Mrs M. McDonald, Miss M. Douglas, Mr G. Struthers.

I wish to thank our members who have given donations during the 
month of October and George Struthers for his generous donation 
towards the Cancel flowers in memory of Hazel. Our sanctuary is 
enhanced each week with beautiful arrangements lovingly created by 
Fiona Leishman, Sheila Gow, Elizabeth Walker, Ruth Poynton, Isobel 
Sinclair and Barbara McEwen. Thank you all for giving of your time 
and talents.  Last, but not least, a big thank you to the many helpers who 
deliver them each Sunday.

Janice Reid

Janette and Lambert have been overwhelmed by their friends in St 
Mary’s for their visits and good wishes sent to them during Janette’s 
illness.  I am now on the road to recovery and hope to be back with 
you all very soon.

Janette

To all friends of St Mary’s, thank you for the beautiful flowers and 
support given to me recently. Apologies to Mark for messing his day.

Linda Brown
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Listeners Circle
The next meeting of the Listeners Circle will be on Friday 18 
November at 2pm in the Session House.
Everyone is welcome to come along and listen to the programme 
of music which has been compiled this month by Edith Dewar.

The Guild
The Guild meets every second Friday evenings in the Mid Hall 
at 7.30 p.m. and the programme for November / December is 
as under.  All are welcome, including gentlemen, to come along 
and enjoy the fellowship and listen to a varied selection of topics.

Nov 11 David Tinto – Slides Presentation     
 18 Street Pastors      (Project)

  Dec 02 New Day Singers (Open Night)
   16 Christmas Dinner

St Mary’s Flower Circle resumes on Thursday 29 September at 7.30 p.m.  They look forward to another 
session when they will learn more.  Please bring some greenery with you on this date. 
 
 

LISTENERS CIRCLE  
The first meeting of the new session will be on Friday 16 September at 2pm in the Session House.  Everyone 
is cordially invited to come along to hear ninety minutes of a wide range of music selected by Edith Dunn, 
with a break in the middle for tea and conversation.    
 

      The Guild 
The Guild commences their new Session on Friday 07 October.  Please note this year they will meet every 
second Friday.  All are welcome, including gentlemen, to come along and enjoy the fellowship and listen to 
a varied selection of topics throughout the Session year. 
End of Start dates 
 

 The Kirkintilloch Horticultural Society Annual Flower Show will be 
held in the Church Hall on Saturday 03 September from 1.30 – 3.30 p.m. 

ECO CHURCH 
SWIFT SURVEY SUMMER 2016 

In May of this year, at the time when swifts were arriving from Africa, Mugdock Country Park Rangers 
applied on our behalf to EDC Community Grant Scheme for a grant of £151. This was to fund the purchase 
of several pieces of equipment that, when assembled would relay recorded swift calls from the nesting boxes 
which had been installed last year. By mid-June we had secured the grant. To attract swifts searching for 
nesting sites a cleverly assembled assortment of electronic items were packed into a weather-proof chest. 
These included a 12 Volt Mobility Scooter Battery which connected to a 30 Watt Solar Panel. This powered 
an MP3 player which broadcast swift calls twice daily through a loud speaker. Whether we succeeded in 
attracting any swifts we cannot tell – what we need is a camera placed alongside the boxes!  

Our thanks to Malcolm Macewan, a Mugdock Country Park volunteer, who assembled and fitted the 
equipment. 

The equipment was removed on 8 August and will be stored until the swifts return next year.  

 

June McCann 
ECO Committee Member 
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The Bells of St Mary’s
November 06 Angela Montgomerie and
  Karen McCallum
 13 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans
 20 Linda Brown and Olivia Fotheringham
 27 Mary Stirling and Nikita Raynor 
December 04 Lisa and Daniel Malloy-Gibson

  

Change of Address 

Mrs Isobel Hay, formerly 21 Regent Street now resident at 8 Northbank Avenue.   

Mary Middlemore, formerly 18 Kelvin Court now residing in Birdston Nursing Home. 

Mrs M Leishman, formerly 30 Blackthorn Avenue now residing in Rannoch Lodge Nursing Home, Condorrat. 

 
The Guild 

The Guild meets on Friday evenings in the Mid Hall at 7.30 p.m. and the programme for November and December is as 

under.  All are welcome, including gentlemen, to come along and enjoy the fellowship and listen to a varied selection of 

topics. 

  

November 06 Robert Hamilton – Scottish Selection 

13 David Whitton MSP 

20 An evening with John and Peter Douglas 

27 David Forsyth – Scottish Diaspora – Jock Thamson Abroad 

December 04 Amateur Theatre Guild (Open Night) 

  11  Christmas Dinner 

 

 

Bell Ringers Duty Rota 

 

November 01 Shona McKay and Gayle Johnstone 

  08 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans 

  15 Paul Malcolm and Ronald Black 

  22 Andrew and Fraser Leishman 

  29 Linda Brown and Lynsey Ferris 

December 06 Mary Stirling and Angela Montgomerie 

 

 

 

 
Prayer Secretary 

It is the time of year when we think of two young men, Guy Fawkes and Jesus Christ.  The first was a gullible person 

who attempted to blow up the Houses of Parliament (not really a Scottish problem at that time).  The second, who 

willingly accepted the cruellest of deaths for love of mankind.  We do not remember Jesus with noise and sparkle but 

quietly with bread and wine. 

 

The following is from pages 70 and 72 of 'Looking out the window' by David Award. 

 

Communion 

I love Communion.  I always have.  The sense of peace, the sense of wonder.  The opportunity to simply meditate on an 

amazing moment in history, on what has happened since, on the implications of everything.  It’s quite a feeling and never 

ceases to amaze me.  And it’s so wrapped up in what Sunday is all about.  A time of rest, of quiet.  A time to just relax a 

little, think about what’s going on, take stock of life. 

 

But Communion is more than that.  It’s about real communication, real meaning, a sense of depth to life.  It’s about 

refocusing yourself and what you’re about, looking at where you’re at with your life and God and perhaps readjusting 

your aim a little. 

 

And then there’s the moment when Jesus sat down with his friends and shared an evening and some bread and wine, 

trying to teach them something that perhaps even today we find difficult to grasp.  I know I still do, which is why when I 

take the bread and wine, my mind fills with wonder and a sense of peace that I always try to keep central to what I’m 

about.  It doesn’t always work, but it’s something to keep aiming for – real communion with God and with each other. 

 

I thank you, Lord,  

for being able to take part in Communion.  

Parish Youth Event
It was agreed at a recent meeting of youth representatives from the Churches 
within the Kirkintilloch Parish Grouping to hold events for children and teenagers 
at various times throughout the year.  The first of these events, with a Christmas 
theme, will be held on Saturday 10 December.

Different age groups will meet in the following venues:

 Pre-school: 10 am – 12 noon in Hillhead Parish Church
 Primary 1 – 3: 2 – 4 pm in St Mary’s / St David’s Memorial Park
 Primary 4 – 7: 2 – 4 pm in St Mary’s / St David’s Memorial Park
 S1 and above: 6 – 7 pm (meal), 7 – 9 pm Activities in St Columba’s



Eco-congregation Report
A visit to the Scottish Parliament

On 29th September 2016 around one hundred people across Scotland, 
from the Borders to the Highlands and Islands, gathered in the Scottish 
Parliament to meet up with their M.S.Ps.  The purpose of this mass lobby 
was to discuss Climate Change with our regional and constituency M.S.Ps.  
Everyone in Scotland is represented by 8 M.S.Ps; one who represents our 
constituency( Rona Mackay ) and a further 7 who represent our region.  
As we were ushered into Parliamentary Room 1 wearing our Parliament 
security passes there was a feeling of quiet, respectful anticipation and 
nervousness.  Waiting there as the minutes ticked by we wondered if 
anyone would turn up. To my surprise and delight three of the M.S.Ps 
I had arranged to meet appeared, namely, Neil Bibby (Labour) Maurice 
Gold (Conservative) and Rona Mackay (S.N.P).  Lots of people joined 
in the conversations about Transport Emissions, Reducing Air Pollution 
and Congestion in city centres and Renewable Energy, as well as Low 
Carbon Farming.  Our task was to persuade the M.S.Ps to write to the 
Government Minister responsible for these areas of concern and ask for 
his or her support to cut emissions and increase the forthcoming budget 
to achieve these aims.

Scotland is leading the U.K. on reducing greenhouse gas emissions but 
a recent report on Climate Change said we need to do more in the areas 
of transport, buildings and farming.  As we listened, talked, debated, 
questioned and discussed together and stood in a huge circle around that 
magnificent room there was a real buzz of excitement and expectation.  
All of us felt encouraged and enlightened by the experience.  The whole 
process was a learning curve in how the Scottish Parliamentary system 
operates.  Afterwards we met in a small cafe and a loud wonderful cheer 
went up when we heard that after our meeting the leaders of the five Scottish 
Parties, Patrick Harvie (Green Party) Ruth Davidson (Conservative) Kezia 
Dugdale (Labour) Willie Rennie (Lib.Dems) and Nicola Sturgeon (S.N.P.) 
had agreed to work together on positive Climate Change.  Let’s hope they 
continue to do so.

The world belongs to God. We are the caretakers.
Rev Katy Owen
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Christmas Craft Fair
On Saturday 12 November from 12 noon – 4.00pm Young Church are 
holding their annual fundraising “Christmas Craft Fair” event.  This year 
again the profit will be going to the Church Roof Fund so your help would 
be greatly appreciated.

We really need some helpers on the day to man the tombola and the 
tearoom, so if you can spare an hour or so please let us know.   We are also 
looking for tombola prizes, so if you have any unwanted gifts or other 
small items – including bottles of sauce, juice etc. then please hand them 
in.

Finally, if you are able to provide a box of mince pies or a packet of 
shortbread for the tearoom this would also be very helpful.

Help is required on Friday evening to set up tables from 6pm and on the 
Saturday at 4pm to put them away.

Many thanks.
Louise Barry and Elaine Stevens

Young Church Team Leaders

Christmas is coming . . .
But as, unfortunately, Santa cannot fit a new Church roof in his sleigh we 
will have to continue fund raising. So on Sunday 11th December we will 
be holding an Advent Lunch after the service. We will be serving Christmas 
Savouries and Sweets which will enable you not only to get into the way of 
Christmas eating and rehearse for the great day itself, but also enjoy a time 
of fellowship with friends and family from Church. 
 
There will be a donation on the day and all profits will go towards the roof 
fund. Tickets to reserve your place will be on sale in the halls after the 
service from Sunday 13th November price £1.

Dates for your Diary
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Christmas Cards
The Church will once again be collecting Christmas cards for delivery 
in Lenzie, Kirkintilloch, Auchinloch  and Waterside. Collecting dates 
are Sundays 27 November and 04 December and the price remains 
the same  at 20p per card. Ruth requires helpers, so if you would like 
to assist, either by sorting or delivering, please contact her on 775 2159 
by 20 November. Please remember to include a house number 
when addressing the envelopes, thus making it less difficult for 
those delivering and to avoid cards having to be posted.

Gift Service
This year our Gift Service will take place on 
Sunday 04 December. You will be offered 
the choice of donating your gift to various 
organisations.

Money trees will also be available should 
you choose to make a monetary donation. 
These will be for the nominated charities, i.e. 
Parkinson’s UK and WaterAid.

Labels and envelopes will be available to pick up on Sundays 20 and 27 
November.  

Gifts should be returned UNWRAPPED in a recyclable bag with the 
label clearly visible to aid with the sorting and distribution of your gift. 

Your generosity is very much appreciated – especially at this time of year 
and in these difficult economic times – as they work to ensure your gift 
makes a difference to someone over the Festive period and beyond.

Thank you for your support.

Dates for your Diary 
 

On Saturday 07 November from 12 noon – 4.00 p.m. Young Church are holding their annual fundraising 
“Christmas Craft Fair” event.  This year again the profit will be going to the Church Roof Fund so your  
help would be greatly appreciated. 
 
We really need some helpers on the day to man the tombola and the tearoom, so if you can spare an hour  
or so please let us know.   We are also looking for tombola prizes, so if you have any unwanted gifts or other 
small items – including bottles of sauce, juice etc. then please hand them in. 
Finally, if you are able to provide a box of mince pies or a packet of shortbread for the tearoom this would 
also be very helpful. 
 
We have over 25 craft stalls already booked to attend so please tell all your friends and family to come along – 
there are lots of great Christmas ideas.  The entry price also includes a free entry into a prize draw for a 
Christmas Hamper. 
 
Many thanks. 
 
Louise Barry and Elaine Stevens 
Young Church Team Leaders 
 
                                                 CHRISTMAS IS COMING.......... 

 
But as, unfortunately, Santa cannot fit a new Church roof in his sleigh we will have to continue fund raising.   
So on Sunday 11th December we will be holding an Advent Lunch after the service.   We will be serving 
Christmas Savouries and Sweets which will enable you not only to get into the way of Christmas eating and 
rehearse for the great day itself, but also enjoy a time of fellowship with friends and family from Church.  
  
There will be a donation on the day and all profits will go towards the roof fund.   Tickets to reserve your  
place will be on sale in the halls after the service from Sunday 13th November price £1.  
 

 LISTENERS CIRCLE 
The next meeting of the Listeners Circle will be on Friday 18 November at 2pm in the Session House. 
Everyone is welcome to come along and listen to the programme of music which has been compiled this  
month by Edith Dewar. 
 
Christmas Cards 
The Church will once again be collecting Christmas cards for delivery in Lenzie, Kirkintilloch, Auchinloch  
and Waterside.  Collecting dates are Sundays 27 November and 04 December and the price remains the same  
at 20p per card.   Ruth requires helpers, so if you would like to assist, either by sorting or delivering, please 
contact her on 775 2159 by 20 November.  Please remember to include a house number when addressing 
the envelopes, thus making it less difficult for those delivering and to avoid cards having to be posted. 
 
Gift Service  
This year our Gift Service will take place on Sunday......  You will  
be offered the choice of donating your gift to any of the following 
organisations: 
 
Women’s Aid  

St. Rollox  
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The Parishioner
Copy for the December/January Parishioner should be handed to Sandra 
Burns, left in the Publications pigeon hole in the Hall vestibule or sent by 

e-mail to sandraburns@ntlworld.com no later than Sunday 27 November.  

If any of the organisations have significant dates coming up in early 
February please take the opportunity to include them in this edition.

Church Website
A very big “THANK YOU” to everyone who has completed a copy of our 
website survey. Your feedback is going to help shape the refresh and upgrade 
of the website which is now being planned.
If you have not had the opportunity to complete the survey yet, it is not too 
late! Copies are still available at the Church door and across in the halls – 
please take the time to complete this short exercise for us.  It will only take 10 
minutes, but it will be invaluable in ensuring we focus on the right areas of 
improvement and develop a website that is both fit for purpose and engaging.  
Completed copies of the survey can be returned at the Church door or the 
Church office.  Alternatively, you can complete our survey on line – just type 
the following address in your web browser:

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/R2WPHJ3
Many thanks.         
 Gordon Morrison, Session Clerk

Visitors are welcome 
St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always welcome. If 
you feel there should be more to life than retail therapy and Friday night 
clubbing, try coming along to the 11 o’clock service on Sunday morning. 
You may hear something to change how you value your life and your 
relationships with those around you.

You don’t have to join up to join in.

The Church office is located on the right as you enter the Church 
Halls. The secretary, Mrs Lynn Hay, is available in the office Monday 
to Friday 9.15am  – 12.15am and may be the first point of contact for 
general enquiries. Lynn will be able to refer you to the person best suited 
to respond. Church office telephone 0141 775 1166 or e-mail: office.
stmarys@btconnect.com
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An Analysis of our Offerings

Bibby (Labour) Maurice Gold (Conservative) and Rona Mackay (S.N.P).  Lots of people joined in the 
conversations about Transport Emissions, Reducing Air Pollution and Congestion in city centres and 
Renewable Energy, as well as Low Carbon Farming.  Our task was to persuade the M.S.Ps to write to the 
Government Minister responsible for these areas of concern and ask for his or her support to cut emissions and 
increase the forthcoming budget to achieve these aims. 
Scotland is leading the U.K. on reducing greenhouse gas emissions but a recent report on Climate Change said 
we need to do more in the areas of transport, buildings and farming.  As we listened, talked, debated, 
questioned and discussed together and stood in a huge circle around that magnificent room there was a real 
buzz of excitement and expectation.  All of us felt encouraged and enlightened by the experience.  The whole 
process was a learning curve in how the Scottish Parliamentary system operates.  Afterwards we met in a small 
cafe and a loud wonderful cheer went up when we heard that after our meeting the leaders of the five Scottish 
Parties, Patrick Harvie (Green Party) Ruth Davidson (Conservative) Kezia Dugdale (Labour) Willie Rennie 
(Lib.Dems) and Nicola Sturgeon (S.N.P.) had agreed to work together on positive Climate Change.  Let's hope 
they continue to do so. 
 
The world belongs to God. We are the caretakers. 

                                                                                                               Rev Katy Owen 
 
An Analysis of our Offerings 
Once again we have carried out a review of the freewill offerings made by the congregation in the year to 31 
March 2016 and this continues to make disturbing reading. As can been seen from the table below over fifty 
per cent of our members appear to be giving nothing or less than 50p per week. 
 

Weekly 
Amount 

Number Numerical 
Percentage 

Total Amount 
 

Monetary 
Percentage 

 
Nil 301 50.00 0 0 

Nil-50p 24 3.99 328.05 0.38 
50p-£1 15 2.49 603.80 0.69 

£1-£1.50 11 1.83 689.50 0.78 
£1.50-£2 11 1.83 1018.00 1.16 

£2-£3 33 5.48 4178.77 4.78 
£3-£4 32 5.31 5877.00 6.72 
£4-£5 58 9.64 13692.70 15.66 

£5-£7.50 58 9.64 19074.89 21.81 
£7.50-£10 17 2.82 7773.00 8.89 

£10-£15 30 4.98 18643.71 21.32 
£15-£20 6 1.00 5392.00 6.17 
£20-£30 4 .66 5061.00   5.79 

>£30 2 .33 5120.00 5.85 
Total 602 100.00 87452.42 100.00 

 
The figures are slightly distorted as some members no longer take envelopes and simply put cash in the plate, 
which is beneficial to us now as we can claim Gift Aid on it under the Small Gifts Scheme. This does not 
account for the vast majority however. The numbers above are also affected by joint giving as only one 
member is recorded in these cases. A further concern is that the total giving is continuing to fall being £4,500 
less than in the year to 31 March 2015. In 2015 our running costs amounted to just over £162,000 and Gift Aid 
received on our freewill offerings amounted to £15,997. Taking these figures into account, our deficit could 
reach almost £60,000 which is clearly unsustainable and must be addressed sooner rather than later. 
If we were to treat the above table as a ladder and each member was able to step up a rung based on the average 
giving for each rung we would increase our giving by £38,881 which would take us a substantial way forward. 
Where are you on this ladder and can you climb a rung higher? 
The Kirk Session hope to implement a new Stewardship Campaign within the next year and we would 
encourage all members of the congregation to engage in this.  We are conscious that many of you have 

Continued overleaf

Once again we have carried out a review of the freewill offerings made by 
the congregation in the year to 31 March 2016 and this continues to make 
disturbing reading. As can been seen from the table below over fifty per 
cent of our members appear to be giving nothing or less than 50p per week.

The figures are slightly distorted as some members no longer take 
envelopes and simply put cash in the plate, which is beneficial to us now as 
we can claim Gift Aid on it under the Small Gifts Scheme. This does not 
account for the vast majority however. The numbers above are also affected 
by joint giving as only one member is recorded in these cases. A further 
concern is that the total giving is continuing to fall being £4,500 less than 
in the year to 31 March 2015. In 2015 our running costs amounted to just 
over £162,000 and Gift Aid received on our freewill offerings amounted to 
£15,997. Taking these figures into account, our deficit could reach almost 
£60,000 which is clearly unsustainable and must be addressed sooner 
rather than later.
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Continued overleaf

If we were to treat the above table as a ladder and each member was able to 
step up a rung based on the average giving for each rung we would increase 
our giving by £38,881 which would take us a substantial way forward. 
Where are you on this ladder and can you climb a rung higher?

The Kirk Session hope to implement a new Stewardship Campaign within 
the next year and we would encourage all members of the congregation 
to engage in this. We are conscious that many of you have contributed 
handsomely to our Roof Fund, but we do however need to generate 
sufficient income to pay our bills and to meet our obligations to the Church 
of Scotland in full together with the arrears we have built up. Whilst we 
consider the basis of calculation of the contributions for Ministry and 
Mission to be flawed we are duty bound to comply with the decisions of 
the General Assembly.

Hugh Biggans John Thomson
Finance Convenor Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report

SEPTEMBER OFFERING

contributed handsomely to our Roof Fund, but we do however need to generate sufficient income to pay our 
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Finance Convenor       Treasurer 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 

SEPTEMBER OFFERING 
   

     
 

FREEWILL GIFT  OPEN STANDING 
DATE OFFERING AID PLATE ORDERS 

04.09.16 565.00 368.50 127.35 
 11.09.16 352.00 478.00 100.77 
 18.09.16 356.40 242.00  71.75 
 25.09.16 329.70 558.00  45.87 
 

     Standing orders 
   

3620.00 
TOTAL   1603.10 1646.50         345.74 3620.00 

     Total for the Month 7215.34 
  

     
     RECEIPTS AND DONATIONS Received During September 

 with thanks and gratitude for your consideration of our Church  
 Mr & Mrs Lendon 

   
50.00 

Donation to Roof Fund 
  

1500.00 
Donation to Parishioner 

  
10.00 

Donation from Kirkintilloch Division Guides 
 

20.00 
Donation to Roof Fund from St Mary's Social Committee 6000.00 
Donation to Roof Fund 

  
20.00 

Donation to Roof Fund 
  

100.00 
Harvest Thanksgiving Service Monetary 
Donations 

 
143.50 

Retiring Offering collections during September for Malawi Appeal 549.27 
 
 
Jim – the following two articles within the red lines should appear together in the magazine please. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH  
HERITAGE LOTTERY BID - UPDATE OCTOBER 2016 
 
Dear All, 
As you already know, we have been awarded the sum of £215,000 which has been set aside for us by HLF. 
Now we are almost at the stage of submitting our final Second Stage Application that will confirm this award 
and allow us to proceed with the project. 
 
In an effort to keep everyone in the congregation informed, as this project involves all of us in the 
congregation, we have decided to write this newsletter to let you know where we are in the process at this 
moment. 
 
We have completed all of the paperwork that we need to make this second stage application to HLF, apart  
from the final tender for the work.  We went out to tender about a month ago and received 5 prices for 
undertaking the work. These ranged from approximately £467,000 to £ 575,000 (Excl. VAT). Even the  
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ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH 

HERITAGE LOTTERY BID -
UPDATE OCTOBER 2016

Dear All,

As you already know, we have been awarded the sum of £215,000 which has 
been set aside for us by HLF. Now we are almost at the stage of submitting 
our final Second Stage Application that will confirm this award and allow 
us to proceed with the project.

In an effort to keep everyone in the congregation informed, as this project 
involves all of us in the congregation, we have decided to write this 
newsletter to let you know where we are in the process at this moment.

We have completed all of the paperwork that we need to make this second 
stage application to HLF, apart 
from the final tender for the work.  We went out to tender about a month 
ago and received 5 prices for undertaking the work. These ranged from 
approximately £467,000 to £ 575,000 (Excl. VAT). Even the lowest bid is 
still above what we can afford, so Hugh David and I have gone through 
this lowest tender and removed the ‘desirable’ items and only left in the 
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‘essential’ work to the roof, stonework and rainwater goods. This exercise 
has brought the price down almost to what we can afford but of course, as 
always, we need to continue with our fundraising. 

We have discussed this with our architects who are now having talks with 
the company who submitted the lowest tender to agree the final price. 
Once this is agreed and we are satisfied that the work proposed will be as 
we in St Mary’s want, then we will sign the contract, with the caveat that 
the contract will only go ahead if HLF agree our second stage bid. 

The Community Engagement element of our bid, which has been 
designed to help us to further engage with the wider community and to 
broaden access to the heritage of our church, is also progressing well with 
our working group having met on several occasions and having decided 
on 8 / 10 story boards describing a range of areas of interest regarding St 
Mary’s Parish Church.

We have also set up a writing group to write the text for the storyboards 
and to ensure that the format of each storyboard is consistent. The writing 
of the text has already started and is progressing well.

Emma, our consultant is currently creating worksheets for visiting Primary 
school pupils to encourage young people in our community to come 
into our building and learn what we are about.  She will ensure that the 
worksheets are in the format of ‘Curriculum for Excellence’ which is what 
both pupils and their teachers are used to and thus relevant to their needs.

A committee has also been set up to review and revise our website. It 
too is progressing well and has circulated a questionnaire to the whole 
congregation to ask what you, the users of the website would want it to do. 
They are looking forward to a deluge of replies as that will enable them to 
focus the website towards our needs.

Assuming that HLF accept the Second Stage Application, we would hope 
to be able to start on site in the spring of 2017.

We would like to thank everyone who has helped us in whatever way to 
reach this stage of the project and we look forward to your continuing 
support.

The Restoration Project Group, October 2016



The Flower Circle
The Flower Circle his holding a Coffee Morning 
on Saturday 03 December from 10.00am-12 noon. 
Flowers for sale, tombola and home baking stall. 
Tickets £1.50 can be had from Elizabeth Walker and 
members of the Flower Circle.
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Kirkintilloch and Lenzie 
Christian Aid Group

The Kirkintilloch and Lenzie Christian Aid Group once again thanks St Mary’s 
for the use of the Church Halls for their Annual Fair on 17 September 2016, which 
raised just above £2,000 and St Mary’s Paper Stall raised £150.  Approximately 
£100 of this came from donations from members and sincere thanks are due for 
the generosity which was so freely given.  The money has been sent to Christian 
Aid’s Malawi Appeal and of course the Scottish Government will match this 
amount.

SPECIAL PROJECT FUND:
Well Done St Mary’s and Friends

It gives me pleasure to intimate that during September the balance on this 
account has reached the very significant sum of £200,000. Well done to 
everyone who has contributed in reaching this amazing sum; your generosity 
and hard work in achieving this is appreciated.  While some of the funds in 
this account are ring-fenced for other special projects within our Church, 
the majority of it is for the repair of the Church roof.  You will see from the 
previous article giving updated information on the progress of this major roof 
project, that even after stripping back on the original amount of work to be 
carried out, there is still a shortfall of in excess of £15,000; (without stripping 
back on the contract the shortfall was in excess of £60,000). There are also 
other major restoration projects on the Sanctuary and Church buildings 
which require our attention, so in other words our fundraising will continue 
and your support is vital and welcome. But again a BIG THANK YOU!  I 
felt it worthy of noting having achieved this significant sum.

John Thomson Treasurer
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Remembrance
In November we come to remember
How war tore our country apart,
From village and town and all around
Men and boys left home and hearth.

Mothers and wives and sisters all
Saw their brave young men go away,
For some it meant the ultimate price
As they gave their tomorrows for our today.

Another Man left His home above
To rescue this world from sin,
It cost Him His life which He freely gave
So new life could enter in.

In this world there will always be war,
But the time will surely be
When the earth shall be filled with the glory of God
As the waters cover the sea.

Died in the Services
Little Alex was staring up at the large brass plaque that hung on the side 
wall of the church. The plaque was covered with names, and seemed to 
fascinate the seven-year old. “All those names,” he said to the minister. 
“Who are they?”

“Well, they were people who used to go to this church,” explained the 
minister. “This is a memorial to all the young men and women who died 
in the services.”

Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque. Little Alex’s voice 
was barely audible when he asked, “Which service, the 9 o’clock, or the 11 
o’clock?”
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St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren

It is quite natural for you curates to 
enjoy working with young people 
in your parishes; church youth 
clubs were created in order to keep 
the newly ordained off the streets 
in the evenings. But be assured 
you will grow out of it. I consent 
to baptise babies and prepare 
teenagers for confirmation, but 
beyond that my contact with this 
alien life form is kept to an absolute 
minimum. 

Dear Miss Thrush runs our weekly 
Pram Service - whose sole purpose 
seems to be to give young mothers 
an opportunity to discuss the 
ever-changing liaisons within the 
village, while their offspring shred 
hymn books and destroy the flower 
arrangements. I drop in from time 
to time in order to check that the 
more mobile haven’t found where 
we hide the matches. An infant 
equipped with that knowledge 
can so easily become a teenage 
pyromaniac.

I can give you little advice on your 
youth group. When I was a curate, 
the major activity seemed to be to 
teach them how to wear gas masks, 
although today I imagine there is 
more concern about protecting 
them from other sorts of exotic 

chemicals. Also, I suspect you 
are kept busy keeping the young 
out of the darker corners of the 
churchyard as they develop their 
anatomical knowledge – a past-
time still enthusiastically pursued 
by each new generation.

You clearly find your monthly 
Youth Service a deeply enriching 
experience. As far as I am concerned, 
if such a liturgy had been necessary, 
then Cranmer would have 
provided us with one. Endlessly 
repeated choruses accompanied by 
a guitar would make me warm to 
the Quakers. I am sure St. Paul’s 
services would have been much 
enriched with Hymns Ancient and 
Modern. The disciples in hiding 
in Jerusalem were not even able 
to sing accompanied by an organ, 
which must have greatly dispirited 
them. I also feel that our Verger 
would be unable to cope with 
organising the strobe lighting and 
dry ice effects. It takes him all his 
time to remember to light the 
candles on the altar. 

On this matter we must differ. You 
must worship God in your way, 
and I in His.

Your loving uncle, Eustace

The Rectory . . .
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St MARTIN DE 
PORRES 

Martin was born in 1579 in Lima, 
Peru, the son of a former slave. 
He grew up in poverty and was 
taken in by a religious order as a 
servant boy. The monks looked 
down on Martin because he was 
mixed-race but in time his 
behaviour led to the Dominican 
Order stopping their racial limits 
on admission and he was made 
a full brother. He worked tire-
lessly on behalf of the poor, 
starting an orphanage and a 
children's hospital.  

During his lifetime he was seen 
in other places. An African slave 
said Martin came to comfort him 
and many others. When the 
same man later saw him in Peru, 
he was very happy to meet him 
again and asked Martin if he had 
had a good voyage; but Martin 
had never left Lima. 

In pictures, Martin de Porres is 
shown as a young man with a 
broom, since he thought all work 
sacred, no matter how lowly. He 
is also shown with a dog, cat 
and mouse, all eating in peace 
from the one dish.   

DOG, CAT & MOUSE 
St Martin de Porres is often 
shown with mice because, 
according to one story, the 
monastery had problems with 
rodents and decided to put traps 
out. Martin was so upset that he 
spoke to the mice and agreed 
that if they would leave the 
monastery, he would feed them 
at the back door of the kitchen. 
From that day forward, no 
mouse was seen in the 
monastery. 

Which of these animals do you 
think are actually mentioned by 
name in the Bible? 

1. Cat 
2. Horse 
3. Dog 
4. Mouse 
5. Lamb 
6. Frog 
7. Monkey 
8. Lion 
9. Donkey 
10. Ox 

Answers at the bottom of the page. 

 
 

How does a group of dolphins 
make a decision? 

Flipper coin. 
How do sheep sign their 

letters? 
‘Ewes sincerely.’ 

 
Answer: all are in the Bible except 
numbers 1 and 7, the cat and the 

monkey. 



Across
1   In David’s battle with the 

Arameans, 700 of these were 
killed (2 Samuel 10:18) (11)

9   ‘No — , impure or greedy person 
has any inheritance in the 
kingdom of God’ (Ephesians 5:5) 
(7)

10  City on the banks of the River Nile 
(5) 

11  Stamped addressed envelope 
(1,1,1) 

13  Taverns (4) 
16  ‘Be on your guard; stand — in the 

faith’ (1 Corinthians 16:13) (4) 
17  ‘He will not always — , nor will he 

harbour his anger for ever’ (Psalm 
103:9) (6) 

18 and 27 Down  Where the magi 
came from and what guided them 
(Matthew 2:1–2) (4,4)

20  Ancient Celtic alphabet of 20 
characters (4) 

21  She married Esau when he was 40 
years old (Genesis 26:34) (6) 

22  A great-grandson of Noah (Genesis 
10:7) (4) 

23  Title accorded to certain Roman 
Catholic clerics (abbrev.) (4) 

25  ‘My house will be a house of 
prayer; but you have made it a — of 
robbers’ (Luke 19:46) (3) 

28  Annie (anag.) (5) 
29  Plead with (Zechariah 7:2) (7) 
30  Tenth foundation of the new Jerusalem 

(Revelation 21:20) (11)

Down

2  ‘We have a building from God, an eternal 
house in heaven, not built by — hands’ (2 
Corinthians 5:1) (5)

3   Uncommon excellence (Proverbs 20:15) (4) 
4  ‘You have exalted my horn like that of a wild 

ox; fine — have been poured upon me’ 
(Psalm 92:10) (4) 

5  — Homo (‘Behold the Man’) (4) 
6   ‘He has given proof of this to all men by — 

him from the dead’ (Acts 17:31) (7) 
7   ‘Our — is in heaven’ (Philippians 3:20) (11) 
8   ‘This is a day you are to — ’ (Exodus 12:14) 

(11) 
12  Assault (Psalm 17:9) (6) 
14  ‘Jesus found a young donkey and — upon it’ 

(John 12:14) (3) 
15  Liverpool dialect (6) 
19  ‘Remember the — day by keeping it holy’ 

(Exodus 20:8) (7) 
20  Nineteenth-century German physicist after 

whom the unit of electrical resistance is 
named (3) 

24  Nazirites were not allowed to eat this part of 
a grape (Numbers 6:4) (5) 

25  ‘If anyone would come after me, he must 
— himself and take up his cross and follow 
me’ (Mark 8:34) (4) 

26  Evil Roman emperor from AD54 to 68, 
responsible for condemning hundreds of 
Christians to cruel deaths (4) 

27  See 18 Across

ANSWERS AT FOOT OF PAGE

Crossword
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ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH ORGANISATIONS	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

For further information on any of the above – 

Please contact the Church Office on 

0141 775 1166 or email: office.stmarys@btconnect.com 

Contact list 
2013.14 

Organisation Location Time Contact 

Sunday Sunday Worship Church 11am  Rev Mark Johnstone 
 Kidz Zone Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
 Seekers  11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
 Creche Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
 Fairtrade Stall Main Hall 12 noon Leslie Baird/Fiona Leishman 
 Badminton    
 Beginners Main Hall 4.30-5.30pm Trevor Patterson 
 Junior Main Hall 5.30-7.30pm Trevor Patterson 
 Senior Main Hall 7.30-9.30pm Liz Barrie 
     
     
Monday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
 Ladies Bowling Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Cathie Devine 
 BB Shipmates Main Hall 6-7pm Lindsey Campbell 
 BB Junior/Company Main/Mid Hall 6.45-8.30pm Garry Burns/Iain Hill 
 Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown/Jean Ralph 
 Men’s Club Main Hall 7.30-10pm Archie Smith 
     
Tuesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
 Ladies Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Doreen More 
 Badminton    
 Junior Main Hall 6-8pm Trevor Patterson 
 Senior Main Hall 8-10.30pm Liz Barrie 
 Prayer Time Meeting Place 7-7.30pm Rev Katy Owen 
 Country Dancing Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Moira MacNeill 
     
Wednesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
 Wednesday Welcome Session House 10-11.20am Mary Stirling 
 Wednesday Service Church 11.30-12noon Rev Mark Johnstone 
 Over 50’s Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Anne Allan 
 Rainbows Mid Hall 6.30-7.30pm Agnes Marran 
 Brownies Main Hall 6.30-7.45pm Elizabeth Cousin 
 Vestry Church Vestry 7-9pm Church Office 
 Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown/Jean Ralph 
 Trefoil Guild 

(monthly) 
Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Edith Dunn 

     
Thursday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
 Flower Circle 

(Alternate Weeks) 
Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Elizabeth Walker 

     
Friday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
 Listener’s Circle 

(Monthly) 
Session House 
(church) 

2-4pm Robert Dewar 

 Guild Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Moira MacNeill 

Wear out 
Three little boys were bragging about how tough they were.  "I'm so tough," said the first boy, "that I can wear 
out a pair of shoes in a week."   "Well," said the second little boy, "I'm so tough, I can wear out a pair of jeans 
in a day."    
 
"That's nothing," said the third boy. "When my parents take me to see my grandma and grandpa, I can wear 
them out in just one hour."  

Jim – the following to replace the one already in Magazine please. 

 
The Rectory 
St. James the Least 
 
My dear Nephew Darren   
I am afraid we will never agree about the appropriate length of sermons. Your 50 minute exposition on the 
theology of St. Paul concerning women wearing hats in church is, I am sure, of real interest to you. But as your 

Contact list 
2016.17 

Organisation Location Time Contact 

Sunday Sunday Worship Church 11am  Rev Mark Johnstone 
 Kidz Zone Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
 Seekers  11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
 Creche Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
 Fairtrade Stall Main Hall 12 noon Leslie Baird/Fiona Leishman 
 Badminton - Senior Main Hall 7.30-10pm Liz Barrie 
     
     
Monday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne MacDonald 
 Ladies Bowling Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Cathie Devine 
 BB Shipmates Main Hall 6-7pm Lindsey Campbell 
 BB Junior Main/Mid Hall 6.45-8.30pm Garry Burns 
 Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown 
     
Tuesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne MacDonald 
 Ladies Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Doreen More 
 Badminton - Senior Main Hall 8-10.30pm Liz Barrie 
 Prayer Time Meeting Place 7-7.30pm Rev Katy Owen 
 Country Dancing Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Moira MacNeill 
     
Wednesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne MacDonald 
 Wednesday Welcome Session House 10-11.20am Mary Stirling 
 Wednesday Service Church 11.30-12noon Rev Mark Johnstone 
 Over 50’s Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Anne Allan 
 Rainbows Mid Hall 6.30-7.30pm Janet Millin 
 Brownies Main Hall 6.30-7.45pm Emma Hart 
 Vestry Church Vestry 7-9pm Church Office 
 Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown 
 Guides Main Hall 7.30-9.30pm Lucy McCallum 
 Trefoil Guild 

(monthly) 
Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Edith Dunn 

     
Thursday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne MacDonald 
 Flower Circle 

(Alternate Weeks) 
Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Elizabeth Walker 

     
Friday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne MacDonald 
 Listener’s Circle 

(Monthly) 
Session House 
(church) 

2-4pm Robert Dewar 

 Guild (Alternate 
Weeks) 

Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Moira MacNeill 
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