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Pastoral Letter
May 2013

Dear Friends,

It seems no time at all since our family 
arrived at St Mary’s.  The children were all 
at Primary school and very quickly found 
a welcome at St Mary’s.  Audrey and I were 
made to feel very much at home.  Our family 
members were close at hand and there was a 
sense of homecoming after a couple of years 
in Canada. 
It was with some trepidation I accepted 
the Call to be Minister at St Mary’s.  It 
was intensified by the fact I would be 
following the Ministry of the Rev Frank 
Haughton.  Arriving in 1947 he had served 
the congregation and Parish for fifty-three 
years.  You can imagine the differences in the 
community he served.  From 1947 to 2000 he 
had faithfully preached the Gospel, baptized, 
married, buried and visited the people of 
the parish.  His interest and willingness to 
engage in community activity allowed the 
Church to have a voice in the market place. 
When I visit today folks still speak with 
affection and gratitude for Mr. Haughton’s 
faithfulness to the people of the Parish.  
Like most Ministers he could not please all 
of the people all of the time.   But he was 
committed to the Call to Minister he received 
all of those years ago. 
Since coming to St Mary’s I have been aware 
of the ‘good and faithful’ people who have 
died.  There is the consolation of our faith but 
they’re still a deep sense of loss and change.  
They can never be replaced but we must 
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faithfully take our responsibility to continue to be the Church in this place.  
We must continue to preach the Good News of Jesus with confidence and 
hope.  Those who have gone before us can expect nothing less of us.  The 
image of a relay and the baton being passed may inspire us and encourage 
us as we walk the way of faith together.  Let us run the race and pass the 
baton. 

Kindest regards

Some personal reflections of  The Rev Frank Haughton 

The Young Disciples
This was a class for 12–16 year olds who met after church under 
the guidance and leadership of Mr. Haughton to prepare us for full 
membership of the Church one day. A few memories for me and many 
others was visiting Waverley Park Home for their Christmas party which 
the girls in the Home always enjoyed and then our own party in the 
Church hall. Mr. Haughton, on his own, organized both, even down 
to the food and music. The highlight of the year was our annual trip 
to Millport.  We all met at Lenzie Station and after a couple of train 
journeys arrived at Largs. We were treated to an ice cream from Nardini’s 
and then on to the ferry to Millport.  We were told the return ferry time 
and after that we enjoyed the rest of the day doing our own thing.  We 
would hire bikes and go off round the island to enjoy our own picnic 
lunch.  The last treat bought for us before returning home was a fish 
supper.  (How times have changed for one person to be in charge of 
around 15 teenagers).  He must have enjoyed doing these things for the 
young of the Church as it was an annual occurrence. – Garry Burns

To me, remembering Rev Haughton is remembering a thoughtful, 
solemn at times stern preacher but with a very dry sense of humour. 
Often whilst in full flow on a Sunday, you would be thrown off guard by 
a witty remark or joke that would appear out of character but was very 
much part of his preaching. He was not afraid to take the opportunity 
when it came to make some barbed comment. Many a Christmas 
service have I seen him use the opportunity to remind the folk sitting 
in the pews the Church was not just for Christmas. My abiding memory 
will however be the solemnity with which he conducted my wedding to 
Lynn back in 1990 and the humour and good nature with which he then 
celebrated our reception as the master of ceremonies. – Charles Hay
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Parish Register

Funerals
‘Jesus said 'I am the resurrection and the life . . .'
'Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted'
'Jesus said ‘The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God.'

March 29 Stephen Thomson, 1 Crowhill Quadrant, Bishopbriggs 
April 02 David Crombie, Liverpool
 03 Mrs Annie Harley, 22 Lammermoor Crescent,
  Kirkintilloch   
 03  Cameron Brooks, 1 Richmond Drive, Bishopbriggs     
     07 Rev Frank Haughton, 64 Regent Street, Kirkintilloch 
 10 Mrs Laura Connolly, 6 Juniper Drive, Milton of Campsie
 12 Mrs Mary Abel, 23 Parkburn Avenue, Kirkintilloch
 16 Mrs Alice Cheyne, 170 Hillhead Road, Kirkintilloch
 19 Mrs Maureen Fryer, 55 Merkland Drive, Kirkintilloch
 26 Mrs Margaret Cant, 7 Gadloch Avenue, Lenzie

‘God is love and those who dwell in love dwell in God and God in them’
We celebrated the marriage of:

April 19 Lauren Harvey and Steven Campbell

Weddings

The Bells of St Mary’s
May 12  James Paterson and Janet Millin
 19  Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans
 26  Paul and Charlotte Malcolm
June 02  Andrew and Fraser Leishman
 09  Linda Brown and Jean Ralph 

  

Change of Address 

Mrs Isobel Hay, formerly 21 Regent Street now resident at 8 Northbank Avenue.   

Mary Middlemore, formerly 18 Kelvin Court now residing in Birdston Nursing Home. 

Mrs M Leishman, formerly 30 Blackthorn Avenue now residing in Rannoch Lodge Nursing Home, Condorrat. 

 
The Guild 

The Guild meets on Friday evenings in the Mid Hall at 7.30 p.m. and the programme for November and December is as 

under.  All are welcome, including gentlemen, to come along and enjoy the fellowship and listen to a varied selection of 

topics. 

  

November 06 Robert Hamilton – Scottish Selection 

13 David Whitton MSP 

20 An evening with John and Peter Douglas 

27 David Forsyth – Scottish Diaspora – Jock Thamson Abroad 

December 04 Amateur Theatre Guild (Open Night) 

  11  Christmas Dinner 

 

 

Bell Ringers Duty Rota 

 

November 01 Shona McKay and Gayle Johnstone 

  08 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans 

  15 Paul Malcolm and Ronald Black 

  22 Andrew and Fraser Leishman 

  29 Linda Brown and Lynsey Ferris 

December 06 Mary Stirling and Angela Montgomerie 

 

 

 

 
Prayer Secretary 

It is the time of year when we think of two young men, Guy Fawkes and Jesus Christ.  The first was a gullible person 

who attempted to blow up the Houses of Parliament (not really a Scottish problem at that time).  The second, who 

willingly accepted the cruellest of deaths for love of mankind.  We do not remember Jesus with noise and sparkle but 

quietly with bread and wine. 

 

The following is from pages 70 and 72 of 'Looking out the window' by David Award. 

 

Communion 

I love Communion.  I always have.  The sense of peace, the sense of wonder.  The opportunity to simply meditate on an 

amazing moment in history, on what has happened since, on the implications of everything.  It’s quite a feeling and never 

ceases to amaze me.  And it’s so wrapped up in what Sunday is all about.  A time of rest, of quiet.  A time to just relax a 

little, think about what’s going on, take stock of life. 

 

But Communion is more than that.  It’s about real communication, real meaning, a sense of depth to life.  It’s about 

refocusing yourself and what you’re about, looking at where you’re at with your life and God and perhaps readjusting 

your aim a little. 

 

And then there’s the moment when Jesus sat down with his friends and shared an evening and some bread and wine, 

trying to teach them something that perhaps even today we find difficult to grasp.  I know I still do, which is why when I 

take the bread and wine, my mind fills with wonder and a sense of peace that I always try to keep central to what I’m 

about.  It doesn’t always work, but it’s something to keep aiming for – real communion with God and with each other. 

 

I thank you, Lord,  

for being able to take part in Communion.  
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Church Flowers
We wish to thank the following members who will donate the flowers for 
the chancel of our Church during May.
May 12  Miss J. Campbell, Mrs J. Finney, Mrs M. McCaffer, 
  Mrs D. Stewart, Mrs E. Walker  
 19  Mrs M. Anderson, Mrs D. Halliday, Mrs J. Lang
 26  Miss A. Tassie, Mrs J. Melrose, Mr G. Burns
June 02 Mrs D. McPherson, Mrs A. Cunningham,
  Mrs L. Burns, Mrs F. Wishart, Mrs M. Malcolm
 
The following members, whom we wish to thank for their assistance, will 
be responsible for the Distribution

May 05/12   Mrs B. Walker, Mrs A. McPhee
 19/26   Mrs E. Hall, Mrs K. Pollock, Mrs J. Reid
June 02/09   Mrs A. Pearson and Mrs J. McCann

Thank You . . .
Thank you acknowledgements have been received from the following 
who received Chancel Flowers during the last month. 
Mr A. Hunter, Mr D. Smith, J. & J. Honeker, Mr A. MacNeill, Mr J. Smith, Mrs 
V. Anderson, Mrs M. Fryer, Mrs E. Henderson, Mr Mrs D. McFarlane, Mrs 
M. Lawson, Mrs B. McMillan, Mrs V. Lindsay, Mr Mrs G. McMillan, Miss L. 
Jarvie, Mr J. Macintosh, Mrs K. Pollock, Miss A. Tassie, D. & M. Primrose, Mrs 
M. Johnstone, Mrs E. Donnelly, Mrs E. Walker.

Christine and Charlie Clingan are so appreciative of the Church flowers/
good wishes and prayers, also the kind thoughts of the Wednesday 
welcome group received during Charlie’s 29 day stay in hospital. They 
offer sincere thanks to the Rev. Katy Owen and their Elder, Alice Pearson, 
for caring visits and many kindnesses which have sustained them. 
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion
You are warmly invited to join in the celebration of Holy Communion 

on Sunday 12 May at 11am and 6.30pm and to the Preparatory 
Service on Friday 10 May at 7.30 pm.  The Preparatory Service 
is for everyone who attends worship and offers an opportunity to 

think about Communion and what it means.  Communion will also 
be offered at the Wednesday Welcome on 15May and once again an 

invitation is extended to all who wish to participate.  

Do this in memory of me …….. Luke 22 : 19

Life and Work Magazine May Issue
• A pioneering hope
The Moderator-Designate, the Rev Lorna Hood, is the first serving 
woman parish minister to be elected to the office and has a clear 
vision for this year’s General Assembly, which is expected to be 
challenging with a number of contentious issues of business.
She said: “I want to speak about hope during the Assembly. Hope 
for the year and the future of the church. In so many ways we are 
just managing decline, but I want to show there is hope for the 
church’s future.
“My hope is that we shall listen to one another with respect and 
love and will find that love and understanding and that which 
unites us is far greater than that which divides us.” 
The following are a further few of the items featured in this month’s 
magazine which can be purchased in the Church vestibule for only 
£2.00.
•	 Reflections	from	Ron	Ferguson	and	the	Very	Rev	James	Simpson
•	 Jackie	Macadam	meets	a	young	woman	who	will	be	living	on	£1	a	

day to raise money for Christian Aid
•	 Kenny	Roger	reports	on	anniversary	celebrations	at	the	Church	of	

Scotland school in the Holy Land
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The Parishioner
Copy for the Summer issue (which includes June / July / August) 
should be handed to Sandra Burns, left in the Publications 
pigeon hole in the Hall vestibule, or sent by e-mail to 
sandraburns@ntlworld.com no later than Sunday 02 June. 

The Scottish Bible Society
is having an Open Night to which the folk of St Mary’s are warmly 
invited.  You will hear a little of what your local committee does 
in the year.  There will be a speaker from The Gideon Society, 
The Anderson Singers will entertain and it is all FREE, plus tea 
and biscuits will be provided.  This is being held in St David’s 
Memorial Park Parish Church on Tuesday 7 May at 7.30 p.m. 
YOU ARE WELCOME.

Annual Stated Meeting
Please note that The Annual Stated meeting will be held 
on 02nd June and Tubs of Grace should be returned on 9th 
June.

The Kirkintilloch 
Horticultural Society 
Plant Sale

The Annual Plant Sale will be held on Saturday 25 May 2012 in 
St Mary’s Parish Church Hall from 8.30am – 12.30pm.  Bedding 
plants, vegetable plants and assorted plants brought on by the 
members will be available.
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Please note that The Annual Stated meeting will be held on 02nd June and Tubs of Grace should be 
returned on 9th June. 

 The Kirkintilloch Horticultural Society Plant Sale 
The Annual Plant Sale will be held on Saturday 25 May 2012 in St Mary’s Parish Church Hall from 
8.30am – 12.30pm.  Bedding plants, vegetable plants and assorted plants brought on by the members will 
be available. 

 Christian Aid Week, 12-18 May 2013 
Anyone who can help out with this year’s house to house collection in Kirkintilloch, Waterside and 
Lenzie, please contact Paul Malcolm, 578 1520.  One evening is all that is required.  Last year Christian 
Aid Week raised £12 million across the country.  This money is being used to support some of the 
poorest communities around the world to create their own solutions to poverty.  Thank you for your part 
in making this happen. 
 
1st Kirkintilloch Rainbow Unit extend an invitation, to all those interested, to a short meeting 
regarding the adult help required to allow our Rainbows, Brownies and Guides to continue and to 
enable us to give ‘good guiding’ to the girls who attend every week. This will be held in St Mary’s 
Church Hall on Wednesday 18 May 2013 at 7.45 p.m.  
 

 
Guild Theatre Outing - Friday 17 May 2013  
Ladies please note we will meet at Ghiloni's at 4.00 pm where we will enjoy a Fish Tea.  The bus taking 
us to Eastwood Theatre will leave from the Car Park at Sainsbury's at 6.00 pm.  The Show commences at 
7.30 pm.  This is a new venture for our Summer Outing and I trust it goes well.   See you all on the 17th.                                             
Moira 

Help keep us sailing! 
Seagull Trust Cruises 

Free Canal cruising for people with special needs 
COFFEE MORNING 

Saturday 15th June 
10am to 12pm 

Baking and tombola  
Hall Lets Meeting – Mid Hall 28th May 2013 at 7.30 pm 

1st Kirkintilloch Rainbow Unit extend an invitation, to all 
those interested, to a short meeting regarding the adult help 
required to allow our Rainbows, Brownies and Guides to 
continue and to enable us to give ‘good guiding’ to the girls 
who attend every week. This will be held in St Mary’s Church 
Hall on Wednesday 18 May 2013 at 7.45pm.
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Christian Aid Week
12-18 May 2013

Anyone who can help out with this year’s house to house 
collection in Kirkintilloch, Waterside and Lenzie, please contact 
Paul Malcolm, 578 1520.  One evening is all that is required.  Last 
year Christian Aid Week raised £12 million across the country.  
This money is being used to support some of the poorest 
communities around the world to create their own solutions to 
poverty.  Thank you for your part in making this happen.

Guild Theatre Outing
Friday 17th May 2013

Guild Theatre Outing - Friday 17 May 2013 
Ladies please note we will meet at Ghiloni’s at 4.00 pm where 
we will enjoy a Fish Tea.  The bus taking us to Eastwood Theatre 
will leave from the Car Park at Sainsbury’s at 6.00 pm.  The Show 
commences at 7.30 pm.  This is a new venture for our Summer 
Outing and I trust it goes well.   See you all on the 17th

Moira

Help keep us sailing!
SEAGULL TRUST CRUISES

COFFEE MORNING

Kathleen and Nora in memory of their mum Mrs Ray Byrne and their sister Ray. 
Mrs B. Nairn in memory of her Mum Mrs Black. 
 
Thank you acknowledgements have been received from the following people: 
Mrs A Clelland, Mrs J Thompson, Mrs J. Whyte, David Kerr, Mrs M. Primrose, Mrs R. MacMillan,  
Rev. K. Owen, Mrs M. Leslie, Mr Mrs H. Miller, Mr Mrs J. Marran, Mrs M. Stirling, Mrs D. More, 
Mr Mrs R McAllister, Mrs N Cowan. 
 
Miss Annie Tassie thanks the Church for flowers and to other folks for flowers, cards, visiting and  
telephone calls during her recent time in hospital and when she came back home.  
 
 
 

Christian Aid News 
The Kirkintilloch and Lenzie Christian Aid Group once again thank St Mary’s for the use of the Church 
Halls for their fair on 2 March 2013.  The amount of money raised was just over £2,200, with the paper stall 
raising £182.  This figure includes £60 donation from St Mary’s members.  Sincere thanks are due to 
everyone who donated to and helped out at the fair. 
 
The annual Christian Aid Service is on 28 April at Hillhead Parish Church.  The speaker will be Kathy 
Galloway who is head of Christian Aid in Scotland and this is an ideal way to learn about the work of 
Christian Aid. 
 
Christian Aid week begins on 12 May.  As usual new helpers will be required and if you could give up one 
of your evenings to help the world’s poor please put your name on the sheet in the vestibule, which will be 
available from the end of April. 
 
Job Seeker’s Thoughts 
Some eight months ago, there was an advert in the Kirkintilloch Herald for a “Distillation Operative” in one 
of our local distilleries.  I had worked there several years ago on relief and was well aware of the production, 
plant and personnel.  With my background – just the job for me!  I applied, giving a glowing CV but alas a 
couple of weeks later, the letter arrived – thanking me for my interest and my good wishes to them – but a 
polite rejection. 
 
A few weeks ago, I spotted a notice in a hairdresser’s salon seeking a “junior”.  I duly applied, but once 
again, my interest was declined and I did not get that post either.  Oh dear!  Keep trying! 
 
Only last week, my aspirations were aroused by the notice in our church for a gathering to display ladies’ 
attire.  But surely they would require a handsome male model to complement the ladies and their fashions.  
Once more I made myself known and that I was available on that very evening.  You have guessed it – 
surplus to requirements once more. 
 
Does anyone want an “undertaker’s model”?  Alas I have no previous experience for that job either. 
 
With best wishes to our younger members for much better success.  A senior, Senior, who is still full of life 
and ambition. 
 
VISITORS ARE WELCOME 
St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always welcome.  If you feel there should be more to life 
than retail therapy and Friday night clubbing, try coming along to the 11 o’clock service on Sunday 
morning.  You may hear something to change how you value your life and your relationships with those 
around you.  You don’t have to join up to join in. 
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Help keep us sailing! 
Seagull Trust Cruises 

Free Canal cruising for people with special needs 
COFFEE MORNING 

Saturday 15th June 
10am to 12pm 

Baking and tombola  
Hall Lets Meeting – Mid Hall 28th May 2013 at 7.30 pm 

FREE CANAL CRUISING FOR PEOPLE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

SATURDAY, 15th JUNE   10am till 12 noon

• BAKING   • TOMBOLA
IN ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL  –  TICKET PRICE £1.50
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HALL LETS MEETING
MID HALL – 28th MAY, 2013 at 7.30pm

There will be a meeting for all organisations or groups looking 
for Hall lets from September.  The purpose of the meeting is 
to organise the bookings but also to take the opportunity to 
carry out an audit of the folks who are helping at the various 
organisations.  We are required now by law to ensure all those 
who are helping in organisations that have contact with 
children, young people or vulnerable adults to have either been 
previously disclosed or registered as members of the Protection 
of Vulnerable Group scheme.  This means that some folks who 
have been helping out prior to the introduction of the Disclosure 
Scotland procedures will require to make an application for 
membership of the PVG scheme. The procedure is relatively 
straightforward and does not cost, but will involve meeting with 
myself or Dorothy Stewart to complete an identity check and 
an application form.  I aim to use the meeting on 28th May as a 
way to identify those folks we will need to submit applications 
for.  The idea is, that before the meeting, all the organisations 
will receive with their hall booking request forms an audit form 
to complete details of all helpers and we will, at the meeting, 
cross check this record against our records of individuals who 
have been disclosed for Disclosure Scotland or already registered 
as members of the PVG Scheme. If anyone has any queries or 
concerns before then please contact me.

Charles Hay
Session Clerk

Tragedies
How do we feel when tragedies come
And life seems out of control?
Can we still hold on to the Holy One
And say it is well with our soul



Christian Aid is an agency that works 
to bring an end to poverty around the 
world.  They want communities to have 
the opportunities to thrive to have fair 
share in the world’s resources and to 
be able to influence the decisions that 

affect their lives.  They help people of all faiths and none, taking 
a three-pronged approach to ending poverty; funding long-term 
development work, responding to emergencies and working in 
partnership to challenge the unjust systems that make and keep 
people poor.  They never give money to governments and currently 
work in 48 countries, with some 578 partner organisations.  They 
challenge people in power to tackle issues that have a big impact 
on poor communities, such as climate change and tax-dodging by 
some unscrupulous multinational companies.  They are the official 
development agency of 41 church denominations in Britain and 
Ireland.
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1st Kirkintilloch Rainbow Unit
Our Unit celebrated its 25th Birthday on 28 April 2013.  When 
formed, we met in the Guide Hall, Queen Street and moved into 
St Mary’s when this Hall closed in September 2009.  To celebrate 
our birthday we had a games night with the Brownies, which was 
great fun and shared a birthday cake.  Over the last two sessions 
we have been doing special challenges to gain our special 25th 
Birthday badges, which were presented to the girls at the party.  We 
continue to enjoy being part of the St Mary’s family and extend our 
thanks to everyone at St Mary’s for their help, support and kindness 
to us all.

The Ladies Bowling Club
The Ladies Bowling Club has finished until September.  Cathie 
Devine thanks all the ladies for their help and continued support in 
making the Monday meeting a success.   Also, to Annie, a big thank 
you for the occasional dumplings, which were enjoyed by all.

Christian Aid

Kathleen and Nora in memory of their mum Mrs Ray Byrne and their sister Ray. 
Mrs B. Nairn in memory of her Mum Mrs Black. 
 
Thank you acknowledgements have been received from the following people: 
Mrs A Clelland, Mrs J Thompson, Mrs J. Whyte, David Kerr, Mrs M. Primrose, Mrs R. MacMillan,  
Rev. K. Owen, Mrs M. Leslie, Mr Mrs H. Miller, Mr Mrs J. Marran, Mrs M. Stirling, Mrs D. More, 
Mr Mrs R McAllister, Mrs N Cowan. 
 
Miss Annie Tassie thanks the Church for flowers and to other folks for flowers, cards, visiting and  
telephone calls during her recent time in hospital and when she came back home.  
 
 
 

Christian Aid News 
The Kirkintilloch and Lenzie Christian Aid Group once again thank St Mary’s for the use of the Church 
Halls for their fair on 2 March 2013.  The amount of money raised was just over £2,200, with the paper stall 
raising £182.  This figure includes £60 donation from St Mary’s members.  Sincere thanks are due to 
everyone who donated to and helped out at the fair. 
 
The annual Christian Aid Service is on 28 April at Hillhead Parish Church.  The speaker will be Kathy 
Galloway who is head of Christian Aid in Scotland and this is an ideal way to learn about the work of 
Christian Aid. 
 
Christian Aid week begins on 12 May.  As usual new helpers will be required and if you could give up one 
of your evenings to help the world’s poor please put your name on the sheet in the vestibule, which will be 
available from the end of April. 
 
Job Seeker’s Thoughts 
Some eight months ago, there was an advert in the Kirkintilloch Herald for a “Distillation Operative” in one 
of our local distilleries.  I had worked there several years ago on relief and was well aware of the production, 
plant and personnel.  With my background – just the job for me!  I applied, giving a glowing CV but alas a 
couple of weeks later, the letter arrived – thanking me for my interest and my good wishes to them – but a 
polite rejection. 
 
A few weeks ago, I spotted a notice in a hairdresser’s salon seeking a “junior”.  I duly applied, but once 
again, my interest was declined and I did not get that post either.  Oh dear!  Keep trying! 
 
Only last week, my aspirations were aroused by the notice in our church for a gathering to display ladies’ 
attire.  But surely they would require a handsome male model to complement the ladies and their fashions.  
Once more I made myself known and that I was available on that very evening.  You have guessed it – 
surplus to requirements once more. 
 
Does anyone want an “undertaker’s model”?  Alas I have no previous experience for that job either. 
 
With best wishes to our younger members for much better success.  A senior, Senior, who is still full of life 
and ambition. 
 
VISITORS ARE WELCOME 
St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always welcome.  If you feel there should be more to life 
than retail therapy and Friday night clubbing, try coming along to the 11 o’clock service on Sunday 
morning.  You may hear something to change how you value your life and your relationships with those 
around you.  You don’t have to join up to join in. 
 



10      The Parishioner – May 2013

VISITORS ARE WELCOME 
St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always welcome.  
If you feel there should be more to life than retail therapy and Friday 
night clubbing, try coming along to the 11 o’clock service on Sunday 
morning.  You may hear something to change how you value your 
life and your relationships with those around you.  You don’t have to 
join up to join in.
The Church office is located on the right as you enter the Church 
Halls.  The secretary, Mrs Lynn Hay, is available in the office Monday 
to Friday 9.15 a.m. – 12.15 a.m. and may be the first point of contact 
for general enquiries.  Lynn will be able to refer you to the person 
best suited to respond.  Church office telephone and fax 0141 775 
1166 or e-mail: office.stmarys@btconnect.com

May 9: Ascension Day - 40 Days 
with the Risen Christ

40 days after Easter comes Ascension Day. It may seem crazy to 
call it Eastertide when Easter is clearly over! - but these are the 40 
days during which the Risen Christ appeared again and again to his 
disciples, following his death and resurrection. 
The Gospels give us little of Christ’s teachings and deeds during 
those forty days. Jesus was seen by numerous disciples: on the road 
to Emmaus, by the Sea of Galilee, in houses, etc. He strengthened 
and encouraged his disciples, and at last opened their eyes to all 
that the Scriptures had promised about the Messiah. Jesus also told 
them that as the Father had sent him, he was now going to send 
them - to all corners of the earth, as his witnesses.
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Looking Back
100 years ago: on 25th May that Richard Dimbleby, pioneering 
British journalist and broadcaster, one of the greatest figures in 
British broadcasting history, was born.
90 years ago: on 26th May that the first Le Mans 24 hours 
endurance race was held.
80 years ago: on 2nd May that the first modern sighting of 
Scotland’s Loch Ness monster was reported in the ‘Inverness 
Courier’.
70 years ago: on 16th May that the Dambusters Raid took place 
when Britain’s RAF launched Operation Chastise, deploying 
bouncing bombs to bypass anti-torpedo nets and breach dams, 
causing catastrophic flooding in Germany’s Ruhr Valley.
65 years ago: on 14th May that David Ben-Gurion declared Israel an 
independent state as the British mandate in Palestine came to an 
end.  The neighbouring Arab states of Egypt, Transjordan, Lebanon, 
Syria and Iraq invaded Israel the following day in support of the 
Palestinians, and Saudi Arabia invaded three days later.
60 years ago: on 29th May that New Zealand mountaineer Edmund 
Hillary and Sherpa Tenzing Norgay became the first people to reach 
the summit of Mount Everest.
40 years ago:  on 17th May the Watergate hearings began in the US 
Senate, and were televised nationally.
25 years ago: on 11th May that Kim Philby, British intelligence 
officer and Soviet double agent, a member of the Cambridge spy 
ring, died.
15 years ago: on 10th May that Sinn Fein formally backed the Good 
Friday Agreement in Northern Ireland.  On 11th May 8 that a French 
mint began producing the first euro coins.  On 23rd May that 
the people of Northern Ireland voted to accept the Good Friday 
Agreement, with 75% in favour of a Northern Ireland Assembly.
10 years ago:  on 22nd that during the occupation of Iraq, the UN 
Security Council gave the USA and Britain a mandate to rule Iraq.  
The following day all economic sanctions were lifted.
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The Rectory
St. James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren

I am afraid we shall have to agree to disagree on yet another topic 
– although I suspect the list of items we agree to agree on would 
be considerably shorter. I like to think my appreciation of hymns 
resembles a connoisseur of fine wines savouring a grand cru claret, 
yours seems to resemble a Russian female tractor driver who is a 

The U in JesUs
Before U were thought of or time had begun, 
God even stuck U in the name of His Son. 
And each time U pray, you’ll see it’s true 
You can’t spell out JesUs and not include U
You’re a pretty big part of His wonderful name, 
For U, He was born; that’s why He came.  
And His great love for U is the reason He died. 
It even takes U to spell crUcified.  
Isn’t it thrilling and splendidly grand 
He rose from the dead, with U in His plan?  
The stones split away, the gold trUmpet blew, 
and this word resUrrection is spelled with a U. 
When JesUs left earth at His upward ascension, 
He felt there was one thing He just had to mention.  
“Now go  into the world and tell them it’s true 
That the love I have shown is not just for U.” 
So many great people are spelled with a U, 
Don’t they have a right to know JesUs too?  
It all depends now on what U will do, 
He’d like them to know, 
But it all starts with U.

Continued overleaf
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Hero of the Nation.
We at St. James the Least are more than happy with “Hymns Ancient 
& Modern” – the original 1861 edition, naturally - the later editions 
display a dangerous tendency towards modernism.  Sadly, St. Paul 
was not able to sing “Onward, Christian soldiers,” but I am sure 
he regretted the fact that it had yet to be written. The hymns our 
grandparents pretended to sing when they were in church are 
quite good enough for the ones we pretend to sing when we sit in 
the same pews.At least when we come to the last verse, we know 
that we can then sit down, mission accomplished. The last time I 
attended your church, just as I saw the last words and therefore the 
finishing line of one of your choruses coming into sight, we were 
told it would be splendid to sing the thing another three times. 
At least it gave me another analogy to use when I next preached 
on eternity in hell.  And your method of singing would plunge our 
congregation into an existential crisis. What do they do with their 
hands when they don’t have books to hold and are obliged to look 
at a screen? To be deprived of being able to hold a book in church 
is like a smoker who is trying to give up being unable to grasp a 
cigarette when in the pub.  The ladies do not know whether to clasp 
their handbags, which then makes it look as if they suspect the rest 
of the congregation of theft, or to hold some flowers, which looks a 
little too matrimonial. The men experiment with putting hands in 
pockets, which they then realise looks scruffy, so they try to hold 
on to the pew in front, which is inevitably too low, so they have 
to adopt some form of half crouch, which makes them look as if 
they have recently had hernia operations.  Your choral tradition – if 
I can flatter it with such a description – also seems to require half 
an hour before the Service spent singing for our congregation, that 
time is more usefully spent discussing Government incompetence, 
livestock prices and why Miss Threlfall always wears a red felt hat 
with her tangerine coat.  Should we ever have a joint Service, I can’t 
imagine how we’ll all get through the first hymn together.  

Your loving uncle, Eustace
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TREASURER’S REPORT
March  Offering

inevitably too low, so they have to adopt some form of half crouch, which makes them look as if they 
have recently had hernia operations.  Your choral tradition – if I can flatter it with such a description – 
also seems to require half an hour before the Service spent singing for our congregation, that time is more 
usefully spent discussing Government incompetence, livestock prices and why Miss Threlfall always 
wears a red felt hat with her tangerine coat.  Should we ever have a joint Service, I can’t imagine how 
we’ll all get through the first hymn together.   

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 
                                                                       Treasurer’s Report   

 
MARCH OFFERING    

     
 FREEWILL GIFT  OPEN STANDING 

DATE OFFERING AID PLATE ORDERS 
03.03.13 369.70 373.00 210.51  
10.03.13 554.55 503.50 182.81  
17.03.13 467.05 440.00 105.00  
24.03.13 426.00 471.00   62.00  

Standing orders    3450.00 
TOTAL     1817.30   1787.50 560.32 3450.00 

     
Total for the Month 7615.12   

     
     

RECEIPTS AND DONATIONS MARCH  
Donation from Jim & Cynthia Keellings     250.00 
Various Donations to The Roof Fund   1065.60 
Life and Work        82.80 
Gift Aid Claim April to December on Gift Aid applicable Offering       13466.97 
Over 50's Badminton Club      36.00 
Joint Social & Finance Coffee Morning proceeds to Roof Fund          1037.51 
Donation to Roof Fund      100.00 
Various Donations to The Roof Fund     160.00 
Donation from Miss Jean Reid      200.00 
Donation for The Parishioner from Mrs MacRae      50.00     

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

    
     
     

  
    
     
    
    
    
    



Wordsearch for May
May brings Pentecost, reckoned by many to be the Birthday of the 
Christian Church.  On that day, so long ago,  the Holy Spirit came upon 
the faithful disciples praying together in Jerusalem shortly after Jesus’ 
Ascension.  They felt a rushing wind and saw flames as if of fire flickering 
on them.  They burst into praise of God.  He was with them!  Jesus had 
promised them power and his presence,  and he was true to his word.  
After Pentecost the little frightened group of disciples became bold and 
fearless in proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ.  The story is found 
in Acts chapter 2.
TOGETHER
PLACE
RUSHING
WIND
HOUSE
TONGUES
FIRE
FATHER
HOLY
SPIRIT
POWER
RECEIVE
UTTERANCE
SPEAK
COME
LANGUAGE
ASTONISHED
GALILEANS
NATION
HEAVEN
EARTH
OLIVET
UPPER
ROOM
DEVOTING
PRAYER
WOMEN
JESUS
BROTHERS
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Wordsearch answers on next page
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WORDSEARCH ANSWERS
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Across
1  Overpowered 

(Deuteronomy 11:4) (11)
9  ‘The — are mantled with 

corn’ (Psalm 65:13) (7)
10 ‘Each man—a sword to 

his side’ (Exodus32:27)
(5)

11 On the death of Jesus the 
curtain in the temple was 
torn from— to bottom 
(Matthew 27:51) (3)

13 Stagger(Isaiah 28:7)(4)
16 ‘Anyone, then, who 

knows the good he 
ought——and doesn’t 
do it, sins’ (James 4:17) 
(2,2)

17 Stir up or 
provoke(Acts13:50)(6)

18 Burden(Luke11:46)(4)
20 ‘As far as the east is 

from the—, so far 
has he removed our 
transgressions from us’ 
(Psalm 103:12) (4)

21 Sign(Luke23:38)(6)
22 ‘After that, Jesus poured 

water into a basin and 
began to—his disciples’ 
feet’ (John 13:5) (4)

23 The nature of the seven ears of corn 
which swallowed up the good ears in 
Pharaoh’s dream (Genesis 41:23) (4)

25 Has (anag.)(3)
28 ‘This is the account of Shem, Ham and 

Japheth,—sons’ (Genesis 10:1) (5)
29 ‘I will...make them drunk, so that they...

sleep for—and— awake’ (Jeremiah 
51:39) (4,3)

30 Paul said of him, ‘he often refreshes me 
and is not ashamed of my chains’ (2 
Timothy 1:16) (11)

Down
2  Worth (Matthew 13:46) (5)
3  ‘A bruised — he will not break’ (Matthew 

12:20) (4)
4  ‘Suddenly a great company of the 

heavenly — appeared with the angel’ 
(Luke 2:13) (4)

5  Slip (anag.) (4)
6  ‘Take an awl and push it through his — 

— into the door, and he will become 
your servant for life’ (Deuteronomy 
15:17) (3,4)

7  Bountiful (2 Corinthians 8:2) (11)
8  ‘Therefore, as we have — , let us do 

good to all people’ (Galatians 6:10) 
(11)

12 Acquire(2Timothy2:10)(6)
14 Container cover(Numbers19:15)(3)
15 ‘He...became obedient to death, even 

death on——!’ (Philippians 2:8) (1,5)
19 Refrain(1Peter2:11)(7)
20 ‘She began to—his feet with her tears’ 

(Luke7:38)(3)
24 One who worships Brahma, Vishnu or 

Shiva(5)
25 ‘Give to everyone who—you’(Luke6:30)

(4)
26 ‘I lift up my eyes to the hills; where does 

my—come from?’ (Psalm 121:1) (4)
27 One of those whom the Lord said would 

be taken from Jerusalem and Judah as 
judgment on them (Isaiah 3:2) (4)

ACROSS: 1, Overwhelmed. 9, Valleys. 10, Strap. 11, Top. 13, Reel. 16, To do. 17, Incite. 18, Load. 20, 
West. 21, Notice. 22, Wash. 23, Thin. 25, Ash. 28, Noah’s. 29, Ever not. 30, Onesiphorus. DOWN: 2, 
Value. 3, Reed. 4, Host. 5, Lisp. 6, Ear lobe. 7, Overflowing. 8, Opportunity. 12, Obtain. 14, Lid. 15, A 
cross. 19, Abstain. 20, Wet. 24, Hindu. 25, Asks. 26, Help. 27, Hero.

ANSWERS AT FOOT OF PAGE

Crossword
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St BONA of PISA
May 29th

Bona was born in 
Pisa, Italy in 1156. 
When she was 14 
she made her first 
journey, going to 
see her father who 
was fighting in the 

crusades near Jerusalem. On 
the way back she was captured 
by pirates in the Mediterranean. 
Rescued, she set out again, this 
time taking with her a large 
number of pilgrims to make the 
1,000 mile journey to the shrine 
of St James at Compostella in 
Spain.

Bona became an official  guide 
on this famous pilgrimage route 
and made the journey 9 times, 
"full  of energy, helpful, and 
unselfish, ready to reassure with 
her smile those who were sick."

In recent times St Bona has 
come to be associated as the 
patron saint of travellers along 
with St Christopher; and in 
p a r t i c u l a r o f 
couriers, guides 
a n d a i r -
hostesses. 

TRAVELLING ON…
There are lots of journeys 
recorded in the Bible. Can you 
find the answers to these travel 
questions? Answers at the 
bottom of the page.

1. W h e r e P a u l w a s s h i p -
wrecked on his journey to 
Rome (Acts, chapt. 27)?

2. Where was there no room for 
Mary and Joseph when they 
journeyed from Nazareth?

3. Which country did Joseph’s 
brothers travel  to find food? 
(Genesis, chapt.42)

4. Why does the Bible always 
say that people were ‘going 
up’ to Jerusalem?

5. When Moses led the people 
out of Egypt, what did he take 
with himl? (Exodus, chapt.13)

6. Which of the 4 horsemen of 
the Apocalypse rides a red 
horse? (Revelation)

What do you say to a hitch-
hiking frog? 

Hop in!
What do you call a penguin in 

the Sahara Desert?
Lost.

Answers: 1.Malta  2.in the inns of 
Bethlehem  3.Egypt  4.because 

Jerusalem is built on a hill, so whatever 
direction you come from, you will always 
be going up to it.  5.Joseph's bones  6. 

War.  
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ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH ORGANISATIONS 

 

DAY ORGANISATION LOCATION TIME CONTACT 

Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship 

Sunday School 

Seekers 

Crèche 

Fairtrade 

Badminton 

    Beginners 

    Junior 

    Senior 

Youth Fellowship 

Church 

Church Halls 

      ditto 

      ditto 

Main Hall 

        

      ditto 

      ditto 

      ditto 

Mid Hall 

       

 

11.00 a.m. – 12 noon 

              ditto 

              ditto 

              ditto 

12 noon – 12.30 p.m. 

 

4.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m. 

5.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. 

7.30 p.m. – 10.30 p.m. 

7.30 p.m. – 9.30 p.m. 

 

Rev Mark Johnstone 

Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 

        ditto              ditto 

        ditto              ditto 

Fiona Leishman/Leslie Baird 

 

Trevor Patterson 

Susan Wilson 

Trevor Patterson 

Lorna McCallum 

Monday Ladies Bowling 

Prayer Time 

Shipmates 

Junior & Company 

Section Boys’ Brigade 

Men’s Club 
Running/Walking Group 

Main Hall 

Small Hall 

Main Hall 

 

    ditto 

Main Hall 

Hall Vestibule 

1.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. 

2.15 p.m. – 2.45 p.m. 

5.45 p.m. – 6.45 p.m. 

 

6.45p.m.  – 8.30 p.m. 

7.30 p.m. – 10.00 p.m. 

7.00 p.m. 

Cathie Devine 

Rev Katy Owen 

Lindsey Campbell 

 

Iain Hill 

Archie Smith 

Bob Brown/Jean Ralph 

 

Tuesday Ladies Badminton 

Junior Badminton 

Senior Badminton 

Country Dancing 

Main Hall 

    ditto 

    ditto 

 Mid Hall 

1.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. 

6.00 p.m. – 8.00 p.m. 

8.00 p.m. – 10.30 p.m. 

7.45 p.m. – 10.00 p.m. 

Doreen More 

Trevor Patterson 

Susan Wilson 

Moira MacNeill 

 

Wednesday Wednesday Welcome 

Wednesday Worship 

Over 50s Badminton  

Brownies 

Rainbows 

Vestry Hour 

 
Running/Walking Group 

Session House 

Church 

Main Hall 

   ditto 

   ditto 

Vestry 

 

Hall Vestibule 

10.00 a.m. – 11.20 a.m. 

11.30 a.m. – 12 noon 

1.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. 

6.30 p.m. – 7.45 p.m. 

6.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. 

7.00 p.m. – 8.00 p.m. 

 

7.00 p.m. 

Mary Stirling 

Rev Mark Johnstone 

 

Elizabeth Cousin 

Agnes Marran 

Rev Mark Johnstone 

  Telephone Church Office 

Bob Brown/Jean Ralph 

 

Thursday Flower Circle 
(alternate weeks) 

Choir 

Mid Hall 

 

Session House 

7.30 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. 

 

7.45 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. 

Elizabeth Walker 

 

David Burns 

 

Friday Listeners’ Circle 
(monthly) 

Guild 

        ditto 

 

Mid Hall 

2.00 p.m. – 4.00 p.m. 

 

7.30 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. 

 

 

Moira MacNeill 

 




