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Dear Friends,

Future Focus – A way
forward for congregations

 The vision of the 
Church of Scotland is to 
be a church which seeks 
to inspire the people of 
Scotland and beyond with 

the Good News of Jesus Christ through 
enthusiastic worshipping, witnessing 
and serving communities. The Church of 
Scotland believes that if the above vision 
is to become a reality, every congregation 
needs to reflect prayerfully on its life in the 
light of the Gospel, and begin on a journey 
to ensure that every neighbourhood 
and network in Scotland has access to 
the Gospel of the grace of God and then 
responds to the call of Jesus Christ. 
 When the 2006 General Assembly 
affirmed the above vision for the Church of 
Scotland, it also declared that the purpose 
of the church is “to glorify God”. Sadly, some 
churches, once established, can become 
preoccupied with their own internal 
affairs; caught up in the ‘busyness’ – even 
‘clubiness’ of it all, overlooking the real 
business of the Church. So, what is the real 
business of the church if it isn’t glorifying 
God through missions, (witness, and 
evangelism)? See Acts 1:8.
 One commentator wrote: ‘Some 
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        St Mary’s Future Focus Timeline 

 

 

 

Artefacts you can offer for the St Mary's timeline and events 

The timelines will cover the period 1140 to 1930 and the decades 

1930s and 1940s ‐ 1950s and 1960s ‐ 1970s and 1980s ‐ 1990s and 2000s 

We would welcome the loan of any photographs or other visual material, household goods, clothing 

or relevant artefacts that apply to any of the decades listed above and which can be used for the 

timeline and its events in May and June 2011.  We cannot guarantee the use of all items offered on 

loan.  

Typical artefacts offered could include:  

Photos, clothing and accessories (fashion), uniforms, films and movie memorabilia, magazines, 

small home appliances, electronic equipment, games, money, music, cameras, office equipment, 

toys, newspapers, brochures and other documentation relating to significant events 

We will do our best to ensure the safe return of the item/s, but please do not offer anything so 

precious to you that it would be a disaster if it was damaged or lost. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO OFFER ANYTHING ON LOAN, PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING DETAILS: 

Description of the item/s: 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date/s applicable to the item/s: _______________________________________________________ 

Your contact details: 

Name:  _______________________________ Telephone number: __________________________ _ 

If you bring your item/s to the church on Sunday mornings, Future Focus task group members will be in the 

church foyer each Sunday from 3 April through to the timeline events to receive your item/s and record your 

details using this form.  

If you want to bring in photos it may be possible to have these scanned and if there is personal text input that 

relates to the photo/s, this should be submitted at the same time.   

If you want to offer artefacts for consideration before delivering them to the church, please complete this 

form and return it by: 

•  printing it and dropping it in the box/es provided for the purpose in the church foyer and hall. 

•  mailing it to futurefocus@live.co.uk 

•  posting it to ‘St Mary’s Timeline, c/o St Mary's Church Office, Cowgate, Kirkintilloch, G66 1JT  

Thanks for your input. It will result in a more interesting series of timeline events in May and June 2011. 



people say that missions outreach is only one of several equally 
important functions of the church. They describe the church as a four-
legged stool, with the four legs being worship, fellowship, teaching and 
missions outreach. But this is an inadequate representation of the church 
of Christ. The missions outreach is the light that should be sitting on top 
of the stool! A stool only needs three legs ¬– worship, fellowship and 
teaching are not ends in themselves; they are means to an end. They are 
the means of supporting the stool – of supporting the missions outreach 
of the church. He continues; “…the spiritual health of any church is best 
measured not by the number of Christians it attracts, but rather by the 
number of witnesses it sends out.”
 In 2008, the General Assembly welcomed the publication of 
Future Focus: a way forward for congregations and commended it 
to congregations to use as a resource. Simply put, Future Focus is a 
“toolbox” of ideas intended to help congregations understand their 
situation better, to read the signs of the times and to answer the call 
of God to be all that God wants us to be in these challenging times. In 
response, the Mission & Discipleship Task Group was formed at St. Mary’s. 
 Future Focus and our forthcoming Timeline events offer new 
opportunities to face these challenging times together. By supporting 
our Timeline appeal for your ‘Stories’n’Stuff’, you will not only prevent 
our Timeline from becoming a futile, sterile exercise, but transform it to 
something meaningful, appealing and personal. Furthermore, by lending 
your artefacts for the static displays during our four evening events, you’ll 
ensure the evenings are pleasurable and entertaining. 

 Please, if you’ve not already done so, respond positively to your 
invitations for ‘Stories’n’Stuff’ and to our evening events. Remember, you’re 
invited to all four evenings and hospitality will be provided.
7.30pm – 9.30pm Friday, 13th May – Themed Timeline event for the 
period 1930 – 1940
7.30pm – 9.30pm Friday, 20th May – Themed Timeline event for the 
period 1950 – 1960
7.30pm – 9.30pm Friday, 27th May – Themed Timeline event for the 
period 1970 – 1980
7.30pm – 9.30pm Friday, 3rd   June – Themed Timeline event for the 
period 1990 – 2010

Kindest regards  and the Future Focus Team
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Change of Address
John Speirs formerly of 56 Braehead Street, now residing at 6 Langmuir 
Avenue, Kirkintilloch.

Robert (Bob) McKean formerly of 81a Westergreens Avenue, Kirkintilloch, 
now residing at 8 Callieburn Court, Bishopbriggs.
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Parish Register
Baptisms
‘Jesus said let the children come to me, for as such is the Kingdom of heaven 
. . . he placed his hand upon them and blessed them.'

April 17 Lana Beth Campbell, daughter of Scott and Lindsay
  Max Alexander Beattie, son of Carol and Andrew

The Lord bless you, and keep you: the Lord make his face to shine upon you, 
and be gracious unto you: the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and 
give you peace

Funerals
‘Jesus said 'I am the resurrection and the life . . .'
'Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted'
'Jesus said the souls of the righteous are in the hands of God.'

April 01 Gordon Pirnie, 20 Castle Court, Kirkintilloch

‘God is love and those who dwell in love dwell in God and God in them’
We celebrated the marriage of:
April 15 Cara Rutherford and Duncan Daniels
 23 Leanne McBrien and Christopher Weir

Weddings

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
You are warmly invited to join in the celebration of Holy Communion 

on Sunday 08 May at 11am and 6.30pm and to the Preparatory 
Service on Friday 06 May at 7.30 pm.  The Preparatory Service 
is for everyone who attends worship and offers an opportunity to 

think about Communion and what it means.  Communion will also 
be offered at the Wednesday Welcome on 11 May and once again an 

invitation is extended to all who wish to participate.

Do this in memory of me …….. Luke 22 : 19
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Church Flowers

We wish to thank the following members who will donate the flowers for 
the chancel of our Church during May.
Preparatory Service 
May 06 Miss A. Tassie
Communion Sunday
May 08 Mrs L. Pitcairn, Mrs C. Wilson, Mrs D. Stewart,
  Mrs A. Differ, Mrs S. Walker 
  15 Miss J. Campbell, Mrs J. Finney, Mrs M. McCaffer 
  22 Mrs M. Anderson, Mr G. Burns, Mrs D. Halliday,
  Mrs J. Lang, Mrs J. Melrose 
  29 Miss A. Tassie, Mrs M. Malcolm, Mrs E. Stirling,
  Mrs S. Walker 
June 05 Mrs D. McPherson, Mrs A. Cunningham, Mrs L. Burns,
  Mrs F. Wishart 

The following members, whom we wish to thank for their assistance, will 
be responsible for the distribution.

May 08 / 15 Mrs S. Burns, Mrs B. McEwan 
  22 / 29 Mrs R. Poynton, Mrs E. Walker 
June 05 / 12 Mrs J Meggat, Mrs M McMurrough

Thank you acknowledgements have been received from the following 
who received Chancel Flowers during the last month.
Mr Mrs N McKinnon, Mrs B. Cousin, Miss A. Robertson, Mrs M. Burnett, 
Miss A. Tassie, Miss J. Provan, Mr Mrs J. Macintosh, Mrs I. Hay, Mrs H. 
Brown, Mrs G. Connor, Mrs K. Pollock, Mrs M. Lawson, Mr J. Walker, Mrs R. 
Bruce, Mrs M. MacRae, Mrs M. Fraser.
Thank you to all who sent donations for the chancel flowers during the 
month of April.
William and Betty Campbell thank the Church for flowers and card 
received on their Golden Wedding; also to their friends in St Mary’s for 
cards and gifts.  With a special thanks to Mark for the lovely service when 
they renewed their wedding vows.
Jen and Hugh Biggans wish to thank the Church for the beautiful floral 
display and also to thank the many members who enquired into Gordon’s 
health during his recent illness.  The caring thoughts were a great 
comfort to us during a difficult time

Thank You . . .
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Prayer Secretary
Dear Friends . . .
I found the following piece by Iain McLarty in March’s ‘Life and Work’ quite 
thought-provoking.  I wondered how we would react if Jesus and His 
disciples came to the 11 o’clock service with brown skin and long black 
hair, dressed in flowing robes and sandals .  They would take up a whole 
pew and reply “shalom” if anyone did say “good morning” to them.  Quite a 
challenge for us!   

Yours Margaret.

How would a Martian view the language we use and the way we interact 
with each other?  And what impression would these things give of the faith 
behind it all?
However, increasingly we don’t need to look as far as other planets, or 
even other countries, to find people for whom a church service is an alien 
concept.  A study undertaken by Tear Fund in 2007 showed that a third of 
adults in the U.K. were “non-churched”, with the ratio increasing to almost 
a half among 16 to 24 year olds.  All of this raises the question of whether 
services, which in many ways function as our “shop window”, our most 
obvious public expression of faith, are able to engage with those who have 
never had any contact with Christianity.
Part of the apparent problem is that religious worship is increasingly out 
of kilter with the pace of our everyday lives.  While we now feel lost unless 
we can find out instantly what is happening on the other side of the 
globe, religion has always emphasised ideas which are timeless and often 
require you to take time out of a busy schedule.  It’s interesting that while 
general church attendance has declined in recent years, the two types of 
churches which have apparently bucked that trend are at opposite ends 
of this extreme.  Independent evangelical churches often try to reflect 
contemporary trends in music and multimedia, while in contrast, cathedrals 
and high churches tend to emphasise formality and tradition.  It may 
seem that they have little in common, but both could be seen as focusing 
more on offering worshippers a spiritual experience through a crafted 
performance, rather than inviting active participation.  While we can object 
to this on theological grounds, this does offer a reason for the apparent 
accessibility of these styles of worship which allow a newcomer to keep a 
safe distance while they assess the situation.
The other similarity is that they both often have gathered congregations.
 In contrast, the Church of Scotland has in recent years reaffirmed it’s 
commitment to have a presence in every part of Scotland and this link with 
a local community provides a real difference to the meaning of worship.
Instead of being about a personal faith journey it is about living out the 
collective faith of the congregation within a community.
Although the sense of community has changed, and for some that 
may mean no longer going to the church next door, our challenge is to 
communicate that to the ”un-churched” , and to demonstrate that what 
gathering for worship represents is about more than hearing the best 
preacher or praise band .

Iain McLarty is a former Moderator of the National Youth Assembly.
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The Bells of St Mary’s
May 01  Lisa Thomson and Karen Morrison 
 08  Lynsey Ferris and Janet Millin
 15  Dorothy Stewart and Ross Johnstone
 22  James Paterson and Scott Millin
 29  Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans
June 05  Paul and Charlotte Malcolm

  

Change of Address 

Mrs Isobel Hay, formerly 21 Regent Street now resident at 8 Northbank Avenue.   

Mary Middlemore, formerly 18 Kelvin Court now residing in Birdston Nursing Home. 

Mrs M Leishman, formerly 30 Blackthorn Avenue now residing in Rannoch Lodge Nursing Home, Condorrat. 

 
The Guild 

The Guild meets on Friday evenings in the Mid Hall at 7.30 p.m. and the programme for November and December is as 

under.  All are welcome, including gentlemen, to come along and enjoy the fellowship and listen to a varied selection of 

topics. 

  

November 06 Robert Hamilton – Scottish Selection 

13 David Whitton MSP 

20 An evening with John and Peter Douglas 

27 David Forsyth – Scottish Diaspora – Jock Thamson Abroad 

December 04 Amateur Theatre Guild (Open Night) 

  11  Christmas Dinner 

 

 

Bell Ringers Duty Rota 

 

November 01 Shona McKay and Gayle Johnstone 

  08 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans 

  15 Paul Malcolm and Ronald Black 

  22 Andrew and Fraser Leishman 

  29 Linda Brown and Lynsey Ferris 

December 06 Mary Stirling and Angela Montgomerie 

 

 

 

 
Prayer Secretary 

It is the time of year when we think of two young men, Guy Fawkes and Jesus Christ.  The first was a gullible person 

who attempted to blow up the Houses of Parliament (not really a Scottish problem at that time).  The second, who 

willingly accepted the cruellest of deaths for love of mankind.  We do not remember Jesus with noise and sparkle but 

quietly with bread and wine. 

 

The following is from pages 70 and 72 of 'Looking out the window' by David Award. 

 

Communion 

I love Communion.  I always have.  The sense of peace, the sense of wonder.  The opportunity to simply meditate on an 

amazing moment in history, on what has happened since, on the implications of everything.  It’s quite a feeling and never 

ceases to amaze me.  And it’s so wrapped up in what Sunday is all about.  A time of rest, of quiet.  A time to just relax a 

little, think about what’s going on, take stock of life. 

 

But Communion is more than that.  It’s about real communication, real meaning, a sense of depth to life.  It’s about 

refocusing yourself and what you’re about, looking at where you’re at with your life and God and perhaps readjusting 

your aim a little. 

 

And then there’s the moment when Jesus sat down with his friends and shared an evening and some bread and wine, 

trying to teach them something that perhaps even today we find difficult to grasp.  I know I still do, which is why when I 

take the bread and wine, my mind fills with wonder and a sense of peace that I always try to keep central to what I’m 

about.  It doesn’t always work, but it’s something to keep aiming for – real communion with God and with each other. 

 

I thank you, Lord,  

for being able to take part in Communion.  

VISITORS ARE WELCOME 
St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always welcome.  
If you feel there should be more to life than retail therapy and Friday 
night clubbing, try coming along to the 11 o’clock service on Sunday 
morning.  You may hear something to change how you value your 
life and your relationships with those around you.  You don’t have to 
join up to join in.
The Church office is located on the right as you enter the Church 
Halls.  The secretary, Mrs Lynn Hay, is available in the office Monday 
to Friday 9.15 a.m. – 12.15 a.m. and may be the first point of contact 
for general enquiries.  Lynn will be able to refer you to the person 
best suited to respond.  Church office telephone and fax 0141 775 
1166 or e-mail: office.stmarys@btconnect.com

The Parishioner
Copy for the Summer issue (which includes June / July / August) 
should be handed to Sandra Burns, left in the Publications pigeon hole 
in the Hall vestibule, or sent by e-mail to sandraburns@ntlworld.com 
no later than Sunday 29 May. 

The Parishioner Online
Missed or lost your copy of the Parishioner ... why not go to www.
stmaryskirkintilloch.org.uk  and see this month’s copy.  Stephen 
McKean, Webmaster, hopes to build on this and have previous 
copies online so you can look back on past copies. The Publications 
Committee would like to thank Jim Wilson for setting the Parishioner 
on a PDF form for us to see.
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Christian Aid Week
May 15-21 2011

House to House Collection
Several new helpers are needed for this year’s collection in parts 
of Kirkintilloch, Waterside and Lenzie.  Last year 19 people from St 
Mary’s raised £1290.72p.  In the present economic climate it will 
be difficult to match that total, but if more people volunteer the 
more areas that can be covered and hopefully make a difference.  
One evening is usually all that is required.  Please contact Paul 
Malcolm on 578 1520 if you would like to help.  Christian Aid is the 
Church’s charity, it is the Church’s response to the appalling poverty 
experienced by so many in the world.
Some facts about Christian Aid:

•	 Christian	Aid	is		a	Christian	organisation	that	insists	the	world	
can and must be swiftly changed to one where everyone can 
live a full life, free from poverty.

•	 We	take	a	three-pronged	approach	to	ending	poverty;	funding	
long-term development work, responding to emergencies and 
challenging the unjust systems that make and keep people 
poor.

•	 We	are	the	official	development	agency	of	41	church	
denominations in the UK and Ireland.

•	 We	believe	in	giving	people	the	power	to	find	their	own	
solutions to poverty.

•	 We	never	give	money	to	governments.		We	work	directly	with	
local organisations on the ground.      

•	 There	are	about	one	billion	hungry	people	in	the	world	yet	there	
is enough food to feed everyone.

•	 Agriculture	has	the	potential	to	end	global	hunger	and	provide	
an economic path out of poverty. 

•	 Farmers	must	have	access	to	secure	land,	fair	markets	and	
support services and they must have a voice

In the political decision-making that determines agricultural policies.

St Mary’s effort for Christian Aid is a Soup lunch on Sunday 22 May 
after Church.  We look forward to the usual good attendance of ‘soup 
lovers’.

The Church office is located on the right as you enter the Church Halls.  The secretary, Mrs Lynn Hay, is available 

in the office Monday to Friday 9.15 a.m. – 12.15 a.m. and may be the first point of contact for general enquiries.  

Lynn will be able to refer you to the person best suited to respond.  Church office telephone and fax 0141 775 1166 

or e-mail: office.stmarys@btconnect.com 

  
Christian Aid Week 15– 21 May 2011 

House to House Collection 

Several new helpers are needed for this year’s collection in parts of Kirkintilloch, Waterside and Lenzie.  Last year 

19 people from St Mary’s raised £1290.72p.  In the present economic climate it will be difficult to match that total, 

but if more people volunteer the more areas can be covered and hopefully make a difference.  One evening is 

usually all that is required.  Please contact Paul Malcolm on 578 1520 if you would like to help.  Christian Aid is 

the Church’s charity, it is the Church’s response to the appalling poverty experienced by so many in the world. 

Some facts about Christian Aid 

• Christian Aid is  a Christian organisation that insists the world can and must be swiftly changed to one 

where everyone can live a full life, free from poverty. 

• We take a three-pronged approach to ending poverty; funding long-term development work, responding 

to emergencies and challenging the unjust systems that make and keep people poor. 

• We are the official development agency of 41 church denominations in the UK and Ireland. 

• We believe in giving people the power to find their own solutions to poverty. 

• We never give money to governments.  We work directly with local organisations on the ground.       

• There are about one billion hungry people in the world yet there is enough food to feed everyone. 

• Agriculture has the potential to end global hunger and provide an economic path out of poverty.  

• Farmers must have access to secure land, fair markets and support services and they must have a voice 

In the political decision-making that determines agricultural policies. 

 

St Mary’s effort for Christian Aid is a Soup lunch on Sunday 22 May after Church.  We look forward to the usual 

good attendance of ‘soup lovers’. 

Guild Outing to Largs – Friday 20 May 2011  

The coach will depart from Sainsbury’s Car Park at 10.30am, travelling to Cardwell Garden Centre, 

Gourock, where we will stop for Coffee/Tea.   We will then proceed to Largs and after some retail 

therapy, will dine at Nardini’s.  I hope the weather is kind to us and we have an enjoyable day in each 

other’s company.          Moira 

 

5
th

 Kirkintilloch Boys’ Brigade Annual Inspection will be on Monday 23rd May at 6.45pm. The officers 

and boys look forward to seeing you on the night. 

 

The Kirkintilloch Horticultural Society is holding its Annual Plant 

Sale on Saturday 28 May in the Main Church Hall from 8.30am until 1pm.  Quality bedding plants, 

vegetable plants and hanging basket plants available. 

Would any of the Church organisations like to hold a coffee morning on 28 May to coincide with the 

plant sale?  This would benefit both parties.  Please contact June McCann 0141 776 2187. 

The Flower Club raised the sum of £482.00 at their recent Coffee Morning and thanks everyone for their 

help and donations. 

Do you fancy a challenge this Summer? We are looking for some “Friends of St Mary’s” to participate in 

the Fresh n’ Lo Pedal Challenge to cycle from Glasgow to Edinburgh on Sunday 11
th

 September. The 

mass participation event kicks off from Glasgow Green on Sunday 11
th

 September and after 51 miles the 
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The Flower Club
The Flower Club raised the sum of £482.00 at their recent Coffee Morning 
and thanks everyone for their help and donations.

Fresh ‘n’ Lo Pedal Challenge
Do you fancy a challenge this Summer?

We are looking for some “Friends of St Mary’s” to participate in the Fresh 
n’ Lo Pedal Challenge to cycle from Glasgow to Edinburgh on Sunday 
11th September. The mass participation event kicks off from Glasgow 
Green on Sunday 11th September and after 51 miles the participants will 
finish up at Victoria Park, Edinburgh.  If you are interested, more details 
will be available on the website www.pedalforscotland.org.  The event is 
there for all levels, from the keen cyclist to the occasional cyclist and you 
can travel at your own pace.  There are refreshment stops along the way 
including lunch at Linlithgow Palace.
The purpose of participating is to raise funds for our new Friends of St 
Mary’s fund. Over the next few months we will provide more details on 
our Friends of St Mary’s Group that will focus on fund raising to preserve 
the Buildings and to provide a means to help people, both members 
and non members, who have a connection with and an interest in St 
Mary’s to stay in touch and help contribute to the benefit of the Buildings 
(wherever in the world they may be).
If you are interested in joining myself and Mark on this bike ride, please 
let me know.

Charles Hay, Session Clerk     01360 622633
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The Kirkintilloch Horticultural 
Society is holding its Annual Plant 
Sale on Saturday 28 May in the 
Main Church Hall from 8.30am until 

1pm.  Quality bedding plants, vegetable plants and hanging basket 
plants available.
Would any of the Church organisations like to hold a coffee 
morning on 28 May to coincide with the plant sale?  This would 
benefit both parties.  Please contact June McCann 0141 776 
2187.

Kirkintilloch Branch of Scottish 
Bible Society

An Open Evening is being held on Tuesday 24 May in St Mary’s 
church hall, at 7.30pm.  The speaker will be Rev Mark Malcolm, 
minister of Chryston Church, Musical Highlight will be provided 
by Neil Cunningham and friends.  Please come and support 
this evening. It is a free evening and tea and biscuits will follow, 
for which there is no charge.  Any queries, phone your church 
representative, Doreen More, 776 4144.

Boys’ Brigade
5th Kirkintilloch Boys’ Brigade Annual Inspection will 
be on Monday 23rd May at 6.45pm. The officers and 
boys look forward to seeing you on the night.

Guild Outing to Largs
Friday, May 20 2011

The coach will depart from Sainsbury’s Car Park at 10.30am, 
travelling to Cardwell Garden Centre, Gourock, where we will stop 
for Coffee/Tea.   We will then proceed to Largs and after some retail 
therapy, will dine at Nardini’s.  I hope the weather is kind to us and 
we have an enjoyable day in each other’s company.

Moira

The Kirkintilloch 
Horticultural Society

The next Social event will be 'Christmas Delights' on Wednesday 01 December. Those of you who attended 

our previous Christmas event enjoyed the evening and, as then, we have a limited number of tickets, so get 

yours early to be sure of a place.  Once again the tickets are available in the hall every Sunday and this time the 

event is open to gentlemen. These tickets cost £5 per person. Remember only a limited number available!!!  

 

The Christmas Messy Church is on Saturday 27 November.  If people are willing to help can they please let 

Fiona know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strathkelvin Battalion has been invited by the Committee of the World Mission of the Church of Scotland to 

organise an evening at which the presentation of the cheque for money raised by the Boys' Brigade members 

will be made to the Moderator of the Church of Scotland.  The service will be held in Lenzie Union Parish 

Church on Friday 12 November at 7.30p.m.  Anchor Boys, Junior Section and Company Section Boys from 

Strathkelvin Battalion will participate in the service, to which everyone is invited. The service will also be  

attended by the Brigade President, Sir Kenneth Calman and representatives of Companies and Battalions from 

around Scotland.  Please go along and support the Boys and Officers of Strathkelvin Battalion.  Supper will be 

served following the service. 

 

During the month of November our Junior Section Boys' Brigade are paying a visit to Kirkintilloch Fire  

Station and on Friday night 12 November are going along to the Service mentioned in the previous paragraph.   

On Sunday14 November the boys will attend the Remembrancee Service in our own Church, followed by an 

afternoon of Ten Pin Bowling.  On 20 November it is the Junior Section Fun Day in Lenzie Union Parish 

Church Hall, when other Junior Sections from the Batallion will also take part. 

 

St Mary's Nursery 

This month, the children enjoyed many visits from Stuart Macfarlane, a Mugdock Country Park Ranger. 

Stuart talked to the nursery children showing them how to prepare our garden for the winter by preparing the 

soil.  We planted our spring bulbs and winter onions. We cleaned our four bird boxes, made them secure, 

moved one bird box to a different area to encourage birds, hopefully to nest next year.  We were able to show 

the children how a nest is made; small twigs, feathers, moss and grass and how the birds weave these together 

with great precision . The nursery children were fascinated how a small bird like a blue tit could make such a 

beautiful nest. Our sunflowers are going to be used to help feed the birds during the winter,whilst we will also 

keep some sunflower seeds to replant next year. 

The Park Ranger also took the children on a wild life walk along the Canal, showing them various flora and 

fauna.  The children were  concerned that the leaves of the trees had large black spots and wondered if they 

were ill !!!  Happily Stuart advised them that the trees were very healthy and it is because of the fresh air they 

have black spots.  

Stuart showed the children a black and white picture from 1960 of the Luggie. They were amazed at the  

difference, past and present.  He showed them the route of the Luggie heading towards the River Kelvin to the 

River Clyde, which eventually flows into the Atlantic Ocean. 

We are extremely fortunate as the British Waterways are visiting the nursery in November illustrating the 

safety of water around us. 

Aileen M Mundy  

Eco-Co ordinator  

 

 

The Church office is located on the right as you enter the Church Halls.  The secretary, Mrs Lynn Hay, is available 

in the office Monday to Friday 9.15 a.m. – 12.15 a.m. and may be the first point of contact for general enquiries.  

Lynn will be able to refer you to the person best suited to respond.  Church office telephone and fax 0141 775 1166 

or e-mail: office.stmarys@btconnect.com 

  
Christian Aid Week 15– 21 May 2011 

House to House Collection 

Several new helpers are needed for this year’s collection in parts of Kirkintilloch, Waterside and Lenzie.  Last year 

19 people from St Mary’s raised £1290.72p.  In the present economic climate it will be difficult to match that total, 

but if more people volunteer the more areas can be covered and hopefully make a difference.  One evening is 

usually all that is required.  Please contact Paul Malcolm on 578 1520 if you would like to help.  Christian Aid is 

the Church’s charity, it is the Church’s response to the appalling poverty experienced by so many in the world. 

Some facts about Christian Aid 

• Christian Aid is  a Christian organisation that insists the world can and must be swiftly changed to one 

where everyone can live a full life, free from poverty. 

• We take a three-pronged approach to ending poverty; funding long-term development work, responding 

to emergencies and challenging the unjust systems that make and keep people poor. 

• We are the official development agency of 41 church denominations in the UK and Ireland. 

• We believe in giving people the power to find their own solutions to poverty. 

• We never give money to governments.  We work directly with local organisations on the ground.       

• There are about one billion hungry people in the world yet there is enough food to feed everyone. 

• Agriculture has the potential to end global hunger and provide an economic path out of poverty.  

• Farmers must have access to secure land, fair markets and support services and they must have a voice 

In the political decision-making that determines agricultural policies. 

 

St Mary’s effort for Christian Aid is a Soup lunch on Sunday 22 May after Church.  We look forward to the usual 

good attendance of ‘soup lovers’. 

Guild Outing to Largs – Friday 20 May 2011  

The coach will depart from Sainsbury’s Car Park at 10.30am, travelling to Cardwell Garden Centre, 

Gourock, where we will stop for Coffee/Tea.   We will then proceed to Largs and after some retail 

therapy, will dine at Nardini’s.  I hope the weather is kind to us and we have an enjoyable day in each 

other’s company.          Moira 

 

5
th

 Kirkintilloch Boys’ Brigade Annual Inspection will be on Monday 23rd May at 6.45pm. The officers 

and boys look forward to seeing you on the night. 

 

The Kirkintilloch Horticultural Society is holding its Annual Plant 

Sale on Saturday 28 May in the Main Church Hall from 8.30am until 1pm.  Quality bedding plants, 

vegetable plants and hanging basket plants available. 

Would any of the Church organisations like to hold a coffee morning on 28 May to coincide with the 

plant sale?  This would benefit both parties.  Please contact June McCann 0141 776 2187. 

The Flower Club raised the sum of £482.00 at their recent Coffee Morning and thanks everyone for their 

help and donations. 

Do you fancy a challenge this Summer? We are looking for some “Friends of St Mary’s” to participate in 

the Fresh n’ Lo Pedal Challenge to cycle from Glasgow to Edinburgh on Sunday 11
th

 September. The 

mass participation event kicks off from Glasgow Green on Sunday 11
th

 September and after 51 miles the 
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Climate Change –
What you can do (3)

This is the third article in a short series making some suggestions for 
members of the congregation to consider as their personal response to 
climate change.  This month we are looking at transport and food:

1.  Transport:  There are a number of things we can do to reduce our 
dependence on the car:
	 •	 Practice	the	principle	of	interdependence	and	share	lifts
	 •	 What	about	a	car	share	scheme?		This	is	where	communities	share
  the use of a communal car to reduce the number of cars on the
  road.  Advice and help from www.carclubs.org.uk 
  – the church is a ready made community whose earliest members
  ‘had all things in common’.

Why not try that again?
	 •	 don’t	use	the	car	for	short	journeys	–	get	on	a	bike!
	 •	 campaign	for	local	bus	services	and	use	the	services	that	exist
  already!
	 •	 consider	going	by	train	for	long	journeys.

2.  Food:  One of the biggest contributors to CO2 emissions from 
transport is the number of miles that our food travels – ingredients for an 
average meal might have travelled thousands of miles in order to end up 
on your plate.
To avoid this and to promote the local economy and farmers struggling 
to keep going near you, do your utmost to buy local food.  Money spent 
in the local economy through buying from local suppliers stays in the 
community to everyone’s benefit.
Support local independent retailers too, otherwise they might disappear 
altogether and our ‘choice’ will be down to the big four supermarkets.  
The supermarkets use their enormous buying power to source the 
cheapest products, so your chicken might come from Thailand (fed on 
grain grown in South America), runner beans from Zambia, potatoes from 
Italy ... The cheapest on the shelves, though, leaves an environmental 
legacy both of climate change but also of devastating agricultural 
practices.
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David of Scotland
If you like Scotland, you’ll appreciate St David of Scotland, who 
lived c.1085 – 1153.  David became king of Scotland in 1124, and 
devoted himself to improving his country. This included a feudal 
system of land tenure in place of the Celtic tribal one; an Anglo-
Norman judicial system, and the development of towns such as 
Edinburgh, Berwick and Perth. 
Above all, David re-organised the Church in Scotland. Contact with 
Rome was close, but he opposed Canterbury’s primatial claims. 
David founded several bishoprics, including those of Dunblane 
and Aberdeen. David was loved for his justice in administration, his 
accessibility to all, and his intense interest in gardens and orchards 
and buildings. 
He was generous in alms-giving, and a devout Christian. When 
dying, and ordered to rest by his doctors, he said: “Allow me 
rather to think about the things of God, so that my soul may be 
strengthened…when I stand before God’s judgement seat, none 
of you shall answer for me….” David died on 24 May and centuries 
later his name was inserted in the calendar of the Prayer-book for 
Scotland. His historical importance is that he founded the Scotland 
which defied Edward I.

Happy 400th Birthday,
King James BIble!

On 2 May it will be exactly 400 years since the King James Version 
of the Bible was first published. The Authorised Version, as it is 
also known, has sold more than one billion copies since it was 
first published in 1611. It is arguable that there has been no more 
important single publication, as its impact on culture and language 
over the last 400 years has been huge around the world. Not only 
has it inspired great art, music and literature, but it has changed 
lives and shaped whole societies.
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Signs and Promises
(Mark 13:5-13, Rev 21:4,22:20)
‘The one who endures to the end will be saved.’
Earthquakes, explosions,
Tsunamis and terror,
Nation rising against nation,
Dictators destroying their own,
Floods, famine,
Families in sewer-slums,
Persecution, opposition,
And the list goes on…
Signs all around of a broken world,
A warning world.
Send your Spirit, Lord,
Bring your healing,
Your compassion,
Bring your good news
To those who must endure.
Open eyes to see beyond disasters
To the one who saves
And will wipe away all tears.
Come Lord Jesus. 

By Daphne Kitching
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St James the Least of All  
On the perils of holding a rose queen celebration

The Rectory, St. James the Least of All

My dear Nephew Darren

On reflection, inviting your parishioners to join in our annual rose queen 
celebrations may not have been entirely wise. It was cheering to see 
that your people arrived on carnival floats, although less happy that 
they should be being pursued by the police trying to recover lorries 
temporarily liberated from your local coal merchant. 
Once the procession started, your drivers did not seem to have grasped 
the fact that the vehicles were expected to tour the village slowly, for 
the benefit of spectators, instead of treating it as a competitive race, 
resorting to driving anti-clockwise around roundabouts in order to 
queue-jump. I noticed that numbers on your floats gradually diminished 
as they were flung off while careering round corners. Those who had a 
walk of several miles back home while dressed as pirates and ballerinas 
had my sympathy. Our tea ladies however, were less sympathetic when 
hay bales were spun off as your drivers demonstrated handbrake turns in 
the car park, felling our Women’s Guild like a row of skittles.
The local police normally use the afternoon to do a little gentle point 
duty while drinking gallons of sweet tea; this year, the number of tickets 
issued for unsafe vehicles, dangerous driving and assorted tax and 
insurance lapses should boost our constabulary’s figures for the next 
twelve months.
I must concede that the group who decided to make a papier mache 
swan for one of your floats showed great imagination. It was such a 
pity that they did not know a fifteen foot swan would be driven under 
a twelve foot bridge. The drama of its emergence, headless, was only 
exceeded by the following float which appeared to have a group of 
Brownies being savaged by a demented, bodiless, vulture.
I am sure that some of your people’s offers to help this year’s Princesses 
campaign for election for Rose Queen next year were well-meant. 
However, outlining systems for vote rigging and elector intimidation take 
a competitive spirit a little too far.
The crowning of the Rose Queen is always a high point to the afternoon, 
but could I point out that the “gold” crown is metal foil and the “diamond” 
sceptre is a piece of yellow glass. So could we please have them returned 
before next year?

Your loving uncle, Eustace                           
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Across
1  One who owes money, 

goods or services 
(Isaiah 24:2) (6)

4  ‘A good measure, 
pressed down, — 
together and running 
over’ (Luke 6:38) (6) 

7  Continuous dull pain 
(Proverbs 14:13) (4)

8  This bread contains yeast 
(Amos 4:5) (8)

9  ‘But take heart! I have — 
the world’ (John 16:33) 
(8) 

13 And the rest (abbrev.) 
(3)

16 What Paul was accused 
of by Tertullus, the high 
priest’s lawyer, in his 
trial before Felix (Acts 
24:5) (13)

17 Rap (anag.) (3)
19 Founder of the Jesuits in 

1534 (8)
24 ‘For where your — is, 

there your heart will be 
also’ (Luke 12:34) (8)

25 The first word written on 
the wall during King 
Belshazzar’s great banquet (Daniel 
5:25) (4)

26 ‘We all, like sheep, have gone — ’ 
(Isaiah 53:6) (6)

27 One was given in honour of Jesus in 
Bethany (John 12:2) (6)

Down
1  ‘The blind receive sight, the lame walk, 

the — hear, the dead are raised’ 
(Luke 7:22) (4)

2  Conduct (Colossians 1:21) (9)
3  In the Catholic and Orthodox 

traditions, the body of a saint or his 
belongings, venerated as holy (5)

4  ‘Like a — of locusts men pounce on it’ 
(Isaiah 33:4) (5)

5  Very old (Genesis 44:20) (4)
6  In Calvinist theology, one who is 

predestined by God to receive 
salvation (5)

10 How Nicodemus addressed Jesus 

when he visited him one night (John 
3:2) (5)

11 Sea (Psalm 148:7) (5)
12 ‘I will — you, my God the King; I will 

praise your name for ever and ever’ 
(Psalm 145:1) (5)

13 One of the groups of philosophers 
that Paul met in Athens, who 
disagreed with his teaching about the 
resurrection (Acts 17:18) (9)

14 Barred enclosure (Ezekiel 19:9) (4)
15 ‘Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep 

in — with the Spirit’ (Galatians 5:25) 
(4)

18 Cares (anag.) (5)
20 Garish (Ezekiel 16:16) (5)
21 ‘So God said to Noah, “I am going 

to put — — to all people”’ (Genesis 
6:13) (2,3)

22 Just (2 Corinthians 6:13) (4)
23 ‘The — of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge’ (Proverbs 1:7) (4)

ACROSS: 1, Debtor. 4, Shaken. 7, Ache. 8, Leavened. 9, Overcome. 13, Etc. 16, Troublemaking. 17, Par. 
19, Ignatius. 24, Treasure. 25, Mene. 26, Astray. 27, Dinner. DOWN: 1, Deaf. 2, Behaviour. 3, Relic. 4, 
Swarm. 5, Aged. 6, Elect. 10, Rabbi. 11, Ocean. 12, Exalt. 13, Epicurean. 14, Cage. 15, Step. 18, Acres. 
20, Gaudy. 21, An end. 22, Fair. 23, Fear.

ANSWERS AT FOOT OF PAGE

Crossword
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A HAND FROM THE 
PAST

The world’s oldest surviving 
complete manuscript of the 
whole Bible is a book which was 
made in Northumberland around 
the year 700. Three copies were 
made of the Latin Bible, one of 
which, the Codex Amiatinus, 
survives today in Florence, Italy.

Imagine all the work with every 
single word written out with a 
pen made from a bird’s feather 
sharpened into a quill, written in 
ink made from oak or holly gall 
on sheets of vellum. Vellum is 
made from animal skins and this 
one book was made from the 
skin of 500 animals and took 
seven scribes several  thousands 
of hours to write and decorate. 
T h e y c o u l d o n l y c o p y 
manuscripts when the light was 
good and in winter with no 
heating the ink might freeze.

If we want a new Bible, or any 
book, we can just go and buy 
o n e f o r a f e w p o u n d s . 
Handwritten, illuminated books 
by monks were so precious that 
each book lived in its own 
special be-jewelled box. Each 
book was a work of art with 

brightly coloured pictures and 
decorated letters.

To give you some idea of just 
how long it took, why not try 
copying out one page of the 
Bible in your best handwriting? 
See how long it takes you and 
how many mistakes you make.

And to make it extra special, all 
the capital letters should be 
specially decorated with paint 
and real gold. Here are some to 
practice on….

   

Boy: Can you write in the dark?
Dad: Yes, I should think so. 

Why?
Boy: Would you sign my school 

report, please?





Designed by St Mary’s Parish Church Publications Committee

ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH ORGANISATIONS

Very few things in life should be taken utterly seriously.  Most of what we think we know turns out to be a form of 

idolatry.   “Relate thyself relatively to the relative, and absolutely to the Absolute.” says Kierkegard. 

In the year of Our Lord 2010 it’s time to pay attention to the Danish Christian’s wise words. 

 

Condensed from ‘No laughing matter’ by Ron Ferguson in the September issue of ‘Life and Work.’ 

                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                     Yours  Margaret 

  

Jim  -  Please re-print the following - some amendments have been made since last month. 

 
ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH ORGANISATIONS 

DAY ORGANISATION LOCATION TIME CONTACT 
Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship 

Sunday School 

Seekers 

Crèche 

Fairtrade 

Badminton 

    Beginners 

    Junior 

    Senior 

Youth Fellowship 

Church 

Church Halls 

      ditto 

      ditto 

Main Hall 

        

      ditto 

      ditto 

      ditto 

Mid Hall 

       

 

11.00 a.m. – 12 noon 

              ditto 

              ditto 

              ditto 

12 noon – 12.30 p.m. 

 

4.30 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. 

5.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. 

7.30 p.m. – 10.30p.m. 

7.30 p.m. – 9.30 p.m. 

 

Rev Mark Johnstone 

Elaine Stevens / Louise Barry 

Ken Craig 

Dorothy Stewart 

Fiona Leishman/Leslie Baird 

 

Trevor Patterson 

Susan Wilson 

Trevor Patterson 

Lorna McCallum 

Monday Ladies Bowling 

Shipmates 

Junior & Company 

  Section Boys’ Brigade 

Men’s Club 

Main Hall 

    ditto 

 

    ditto 

Main Hall 

1.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. 

6.00 p.m. – 6.45 p.m. 

 

6.45p.m. – 8.30 p.m. 

8.00 p.m. – 10.00p.m. 

Cathie Devine/Bessie Cousin 

Lindsay Campbell 

 

Iain Hill 

Archie Smith  

 

Tuesday WRVS Lunch Club 

Ladies Badminton 

Junior Badminton 

Prayer Time 

Senior Badminton 

Country Dancing 

Main Hall 

    ditto 

    ditto 

 Session House 

    ditto 

Mid Hall 

12 noon – 1.30 p.m. 

1.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. 

6.00 p.m. – 8.00 p.m. 

7.00 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. 

8.00 p.m. – 10.30 p.m. 

7.45 p.m. – 10.00 p.m. 

Jane Hutchison 

Doreen More 

Trevor Patterson 

Rev Katy Owen 

Susan Wilson 

Moira MacNeill 

 

Wednesday Wednesday Welcome 

Wednesday Worship 

Over 50s Badminton 

Brownies 

Rainbows 

Vestry Hour 

Session House 

Church 

Main Hall 

    ditto 

    ditto 

Vestry 

10.00a.m. – 11.20a.m. 

11.30 a.m. – 12 noon 

1.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. 

6.30 p.m. – 7.45 p.m. 

6.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. 

7.00 p.m. – 8.00 p.m. 

Mary Stirling 

Rev Mark Johnstone 

 

Elizabeth Cousin 

Agnes Marran 

Rev Mark Johnstone 

  Telephone Church Office 

 

Thursday Flower Circle 

(alternate weeks) 

Choir 

Mid Hall 

 

Session House 

7.30 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. 

 

7.45 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. 

Elizabeth Walker 

 

David Burns 

 

Friday Listeners’ Circle 

(monthly) 

Guild 

        ditto 

 

Mid Hall 

2.00 p.m. – 4.00 p.m. 

 

7.30 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. 

 

 

Moira MacNeill 

 

Session Article 

 

The Elders of St Mary’s are, in the tradition of the Church of Scotland, the “ruling elders” of the Parish.  As St Mary’s 

Parish Church has a Quoad Omnia Constitution, this means we do not have as some churches do, a congregational board 

to deal with the day to day running of the church.  Our Elders have the responsibility for both spiritual and organisational 

affairs. 

 

The Church of Scotland is adding to this definition of elders,  a new sub category of “Elders Emeritus”.  This is to 

distinguish between Elders who are active on the Kirk Session and are happy to participate in the decision making 

process of the Church from those who for one reason or another do not actively participate. The latter category will now 


