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Pastoral Letter
April 2014

Continued overleaf

Dear Friends,

Has ‘Spring’’ Sprung’?  Snowdrops, 
Bluebells, Crocuses and Daffodils.  I’ve 
seen some birds build their nest. The 
cycle of the seasons kindles anticipation 
and kindles hope.  There is a sense 
in which the cycle will continue even 
when the world seems to stop.  How 
often have you experienced a moment 
when your world stops!  This can be 
caused by a bereavement, a betrayal, 
a disappointment, a medical result 
or a hope dashed.  The consolation of 
the Gospel and the Christian faith is 
that ‘The sun will shine again’.  This is 
not to say we will not revisit our pain 
and words stopping moment with 
incredible detail.  The agony of certain 
events may come like waves on the sea 
shore, crashing one moment, gently 
lapping the next.

For a time I worked as Chaplain at 
Gartnavel Royal Hospital.  It is a 
Psychiatric Hospital.  The crest on the 
Hospital insignia had the image of a 
sun breaking through the clouds and 
the phrase ‘The sun will shine again’ 
was heralded above.  The promise and 
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hope of light shining in the midst of mental illness was a hope 
fostering strategy.  The clouds would give way to the sun.

We are not alone, whatever we may face, we live in God’s world.

The season of lent within some traditions is often seen as a 
season to think about the agony and pain Jesus endured.  It is 
equally a time to look to his resurrection and hope it brings.

Kindest regards

   Yours

Holy Week Services this year are as follows. 
Please see Weekly Sheet for times.

Monday  14 April St Mary’s Parish Church

Tuesday  15 April St Columba’s Parish Church

Wednesday  16 April Hillhead Parish Church

Thursday  17 April St David’s Parish Church

Friday   18 April St Mary’s Parish Church

Holy Week Services

Beware if you use a gym . . .
A quarters of gym users put ON weight when they start exercising, 
because they allow themselves treats after a workout. A recent study 
has found that while 39 per cent of us burn as few as 300 calories 
during each visit to the gym, we then indulge ourselves by consuming 
more calories than we have just used up in exercising. Sadly, regular 
gym sessions not only give you a ‘feeling of complacency’, they also 
boost your appetite!
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Parish Register
Funerals
‘Jesus said 'I am the resurrection and the life . . .'
'Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted'
'Jesus said ‘The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God.'

March 06 Mr Joseph Gargano, 2 Burnbrae Road, Waterside
 08 Mrs Martha Montgomery, (formerly Waterside)
  Stobhill Care Home, Glasgow 
 14 Mr Robert Travers, 22 Lammermoor Gardens,
  Kirkintilloch
 15 Mr Andrew Wallace, 9 Kinnaird Place, Bishopbriggs
 17 Mr Scott Kennedy, Victoria Road, Lenzie
 27 Mrs Elizabeth McCue, 37 Alloway Drive, Kirkintilloch 

We wish to thank the following members who will donate the flowers 
for the Chancel of our Church during April.

April 13 Mrs E. Wilson, Mrs A. Brownlie, Mrs L. Sinclair,
  Mrs C. Cuthbertson
 20 Mrs M Darroch, Mrs I Whyte
 27 Mrs J Robertson, Mrs A Scott, Mrs P Malcolm
May 04 Mrs L Pitcairn, Mrs C Wilson, Mrs A Differ,
  Mrs H Brown
 09 Miss A Tassie
Preparatory  
 11 Miss J Campbell, Mrs J Finney, Mrs M McCaffer 
Communion  Mrs D Stewart, Mrs E Walker 

I wish to apologise to Mrs E. Gillespie for omitting her name on the 
Flower List on 30th March.               Janice Reid

Church Flowers

Baby 
A small boy wanted a baby brother, so his father suggested he pray every night 
for one. The boy began to pray earnestly, night after night. When nothing 
happened, he gave up. After a few months his dad said they were going to see 
mum in the hospital and he was going to get a big surprise. When they got to 
the room, the little boy saw his mother holding two babies. “Well, what do you 
think about having twin brothers?” his dad asked. The little boy thought for a 
moment and replied: “It is a good thing I stopped praying when I did.”
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Thank You . . .
The following members, whom we wish to thank for their assistance, 
will be responsible for the distribution.
  
April 06 / 13  Mrs V Carmichael, Mrs M Stirling  
 20 / 27  Mrs E Malcolm, Mrs J Kempsell
May  04 / 11  Mrs C Devine, Mrs S Nicol 

Janice Reid thanks the following Parishioners for their donations 
towards the Chancel flowers.
Mrs Kathleen Storey in memory of her Mum and sisters, Ray and Nora.  
Mrs M MacRae for £100 in memory of her son David.  Mr Mrs J Bogle.

Thank you acknowledgements have been received from the following 
people:
Mr Mrs C Cruickshanks, Mrs B. Cowie, Mrs I. Vernett, Mrs A. Rodger, 
Mrs E. Letham, Mr J. Smith, Mr Mrs J. Macintosh, Mr Mrs J. Marran, Mr 
Mrs J. Bogle, Mrs M. Primrose, Mrs M. Stirling, Mrs J. Ferguson, Mrs A. 
Clelland, Mrs J. Cunningham, Mrs J. Honeker.

Christian Aid News
The annual Christian Aid fair held in St Mary’s Hall 
on 01 March 2014 raised £2,453, with the paper 
stall raising £174.  This figure includes £80 donation 
from St Mary’s members.  Sincere thanks are due to 

everyone who donated to, helped out at and attended the fair.

Christian Aid week begins on 11 May.  As usual we will need new 
people to help with the House-to-House collection.  Anyone interested 
please contact Paul Malcolm on 578 1520.  Thank you.

 
The following members, whom we wish to thank for their assistance, will be responsible for the distribution. 
   
April  06 / 13  Mrs V Carmichael, Mrs M Stirling   

20 / 27  Mrs E Malcolm, Mrs J Kempsell 
May  04 / 11  Mrs C Devine, Mrs S Nicol  
 
Janice Reid thanks the following Parishioners for their donations towards the Chancel flowers.   
Mrs Kathleen Storey in memory of her Mum and sisters, Ray and Nora.  Mrs M MacRae for £100 in 
memory of her son David.  Mr Mrs J Bogle. 
 
Thank you acknowledgements have been received from the following people: 
Mr Mrs C Cruickshanks, Mrs B. Cowie, Mrs I. Vernett, Mrs A. Rodger, Mrs E. Letham, Mr J. Smith, 
Mr Mrs J. Macintosh, Mr Mrs J. Marran, Mr Mrs J. Bogle, Mrs M. Primrose, Mrs M. Stirling, Mrs J. 
Ferguson, Mrs A. Clelland, Mrs J. Cunningham, Mrs J. Honeker. 
 
Holy Week Services this year are as follows.  Please see Weekly Sheet for times. 
 
Monday 14 April St Mary's Parish Church 
Tuesday  15 April St Columba’s Parish Church 
Wednesday  16 April Hillhead Parish Church 
Thursday  17 April St David's Parish Church 
Friday   18 April St Mary's Parish Church 
 

Christian Aid News 
The annual Christian Aid fair held in St Mary’s Hall on 01 March 2014 raised £2,453, with the paper stall 
raising £174.  This figure includes £80 donation from St Mary’s members.  Sincere thanks are due to 
everyone who donated to, helped out at and attended the fair. 
 
Christian Aid week begins on 11 May.  As usual we will need new people to help with the House-to-House 
collection.  Anyone interested please contact Paul Malcolm on 578 1520.  Thank you. 
 
VISITORS ARE WELCOME 
St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always welcome.  If you feel there should be more to life 
than retail therapy and Friday night clubbing, try coming along to the 11 o’clock service on Sunday 
morning.  You may hear something to change how you value your life and your relationships with those 
around you.  You don’t have to join up to join in. 
 
The Church office is located on the right as you enter the Church Halls.  The secretary, Mrs Lynn Hay, is 
available in the office Monday to Friday 9.15 a.m. – 12.15 p.m. and may be the first point of contact for 
general enquiries.  Lynn will be able to refer you to the person best suited to respond.  Church office 
telephone 0141 775 1166 or e-mail: office.stmarys@btconnect.com 
 
Jim – could the following items all be included on sequential pages, highlighting dates and times of things 
that are happening in / around Church. 
 
The Parishioner 
Copy for the May Parishioner should be handed to Sandra Burns, left in the Publications pigeon hole in the 
Hall vestibule, or sent by e-mail to sandraburns@ntlworld.com no later than Sunday 27 April.   
 

Gardening is good for you 
Here is good news as Spring gets underway: DIY or gardening can cut 
the risk of a heart attack by one third, and prolong 
the lives of adults over 60. Routine activities such as 
gardening, DIY, car maintenance and even blackberry 
picking can be just as good as exercise for older 
people. A study in the British Journal of Sports 
Medicine found that those with a generally active 
daily life have a much lower risk of heart problems.

exercising. Sadly, regular gym sessions not only give you a ‘feeling of complacency’, they also boost your 
appetite! 
 
 

Gardening is good for you  
Here is good news as Spring gets underway: DIY or gardening can cut the risk of a heart attack by one third, 
and prolong the lives of adults over 60. Routine activities such as gardening, DIY, car maintenance and even 
blackberry picking can be just as good as exercise for older people. A study in the British Journal of Sports 
Medicine found that those with a generally active daily life have a much lower risk of heart problems.  
 
Baby  
A small boy wanted a baby brother, so his father suggested he pray every night for one. The boy began to 
pray earnestly, night after night. When nothing happened, he gave up. After a few months his dad said they 
were going to see mum in the hospital and he was going to get a big surprise. When they got to the room, the 
little boy saw his mother holding two babies. “Well, what do you think about having twin brothers?” his dad 
asked. The little boy thought for a moment and replied: “It is a good thing I stopped praying when I did.” 
 
Across 
  1 Relating to the whole universe (6)  
  4 The disciple who made the remark in 8 Across (John 20:24) (6)  
  8 ‘Unless I see the nail marks — — hands, I will not believe  it’ (John 20:25) (2,3)  
  9 He urged King Jehoiakim not to burn the scroll containing  Jeremiah’s message (Jeremiah 36:25) (7)  
 10 Baptist minister and controversial founder of America’s Moral  Majority, Jerry — (7)  
 11 ‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I be baptized?’ (Acts 8:36)  (5)  
 12 Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9)  
 17 Port from which Paul sailed on his last journey to Rome  
 (Acts 27:3–4) (5) 
 19 ‘Moses was not aware that his face was — because he had spoken with the Lord’ (Exodus 34:29) (7) 
 21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man, half-horse (7) 
 22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5) 
 23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the —   apostles’ (Acts 1:26) (6) 
 24 ‘I was sick and you looked after me, I was in — and you came  to visit me’ (Matthew 25:36) (6) 
Down 
  1 Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) (6)   
  2 Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7) 
  3 Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)  
  5 For example, the Crusades (4,3) 
  6 11 Across is certainly this (5)  
  7 He reps (anag.) (6)  
  9 Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9) 
 13 Man who asked the question in 11 Across was in charge of all  her treasury (Acts 8:27) (7) 
 14 They must be ‘worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in  much wine’ (1 Timothy 3:8) (7)  
 15 The human mind or soul (6)  
 16 ‘O Lord, while precious children starve, the tools of war  increase; their bread is — ’ (Graham 
Kendrick) (6) 
 18 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not — ’  
 (Matthew 11:17) (5)  
 20 Bared (anag.) (5) 
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VISITORS ARE WELCOME 
St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always welcome.  
If you feel there should be more to life than retail therapy and Friday 
night clubbing, try coming along to the 11 o’clock service on Sunday 
morning.  You may hear something to change how you value your 
life and your relationships with those around you.  You don’t have to 
join up to join in.

The Church office is located on the right as you enter the Church 
Halls.  The secretary, Mrs Lynn Hay, is available in the office Monday 
to Friday 9.15 a.m. – 12.15 p.m. and may be the first point of contact 
for general enquiries.  Lynn will be able to refer you to the person 
best suited to respond.  Church office telephone 0141 775 1166 or 
e-mail: office.stmarys@btconnect.com

The Parishioner
Copy for the May Parishioner should be handed to Sandra Burns, 
left in the Publications pigeon hole in the Hall vestibule, or sent 
by e-mail to sandraburns@ntlworld.com no later than Sunday 27 
April.  

Listeners Circle – The last meeting of this 
session will be on Friday 11 April, which is one week 
earlier than normal.  The choice of music is that of 
John McGugan and everyone is welcome at 2.00pm in 
the Session House.    

 LISTENERS CIRCLE 
The last meeting of this session will be on Friday 11 April, which is one week earlier than normal.  The 
choice of music is that of John McGugan and everyone is welcome at 2.00 p.m. in the Session House.    
 

 
 
April 06  Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans 
 13  Linda Brown and Jean Ralph 
 20  Angela Montgomerie and Mary Stirling 
 27  Lisa Thomson and Karen Morrison 
May 04  Dorothy Stewart and Paul Malcolm 
 
KIRKINTILLOCH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
Exhibitors please note that due to circumstances: 
      
           The Annual Flower Show 2014 
                      will be held on 
              Saturday 23 August 2014 
 
TUBS OF GRACE 
We will be participating in the above scheme operated by UNICEF once again this year.  Labels for your 
tubs will be available from Palm Sunday, 13th April onwards. The tubs should be returned on Sunday 22nd 
June, which is the recognition service for our young people. Once again we look forward to St. Mary’s 
giving generously to this worthwhile cause. 
 
Elaine Stevens & Louise Barry                                       Hugh Biggans 
KidZone                                                                            Finance Convenor 
 

Centenary 
Evening with…. 
 
Alex Shuttleworth provided excellent entertainment for our fifth “Evening with …” event on 
Thursday 20th March.  The event was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended at the Session 
House on that evening to hear Alex speak.  
 
We now have only two further “Evening with…” events planned before our Centenary 
Service.  Former leader of the Scottish Conservatives and current MSP Annabel Goldie joins 
us on 24th April.  This should be a fascinating evening considering Annabel’s expansive 
experience in Scottish Politics and decision making in this the most important year in 
Scotland’s political life since 1707.  We will have the usual catering from Nonna’s.  On 22nd 
May, a familiar face and friend of St Mary’s, Dreena O’Malley of Deafblind Scotland will 
give us the benefit of her involvement in this worthy charity.  This will be a fitting finale to 
this portion of events.  We are lining up some new speakers to allow us to continue what has 
been an interesting, humorous and informative and above all sociable venture.  
 

The Bells of St Mary’s
April 06 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans
 13 Linda Brown and Jean Ralph
 20 Angela Montgomerie and Mary Stirling
 27 Lisa Thomson and Karen Morrison
May 04 Dorothy Stewart and Paul Malcolm

  

Change of Address 

Mrs Isobel Hay, formerly 21 Regent Street now resident at 8 Northbank Avenue.   

Mary Middlemore, formerly 18 Kelvin Court now residing in Birdston Nursing Home. 

Mrs M Leishman, formerly 30 Blackthorn Avenue now residing in Rannoch Lodge Nursing Home, Condorrat. 

 
The Guild 

The Guild meets on Friday evenings in the Mid Hall at 7.30 p.m. and the programme for November and December is as 

under.  All are welcome, including gentlemen, to come along and enjoy the fellowship and listen to a varied selection of 

topics. 

  

November 06 Robert Hamilton – Scottish Selection 

13 David Whitton MSP 

20 An evening with John and Peter Douglas 

27 David Forsyth – Scottish Diaspora – Jock Thamson Abroad 

December 04 Amateur Theatre Guild (Open Night) 

  11  Christmas Dinner 

 

 

Bell Ringers Duty Rota 

 

November 01 Shona McKay and Gayle Johnstone 

  08 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans 

  15 Paul Malcolm and Ronald Black 

  22 Andrew and Fraser Leishman 

  29 Linda Brown and Lynsey Ferris 

December 06 Mary Stirling and Angela Montgomerie 

 

 

 

 
Prayer Secretary 

It is the time of year when we think of two young men, Guy Fawkes and Jesus Christ.  The first was a gullible person 

who attempted to blow up the Houses of Parliament (not really a Scottish problem at that time).  The second, who 

willingly accepted the cruellest of deaths for love of mankind.  We do not remember Jesus with noise and sparkle but 

quietly with bread and wine. 

 

The following is from pages 70 and 72 of 'Looking out the window' by David Award. 

 

Communion 

I love Communion.  I always have.  The sense of peace, the sense of wonder.  The opportunity to simply meditate on an 

amazing moment in history, on what has happened since, on the implications of everything.  It’s quite a feeling and never 

ceases to amaze me.  And it’s so wrapped up in what Sunday is all about.  A time of rest, of quiet.  A time to just relax a 

little, think about what’s going on, take stock of life. 

 

But Communion is more than that.  It’s about real communication, real meaning, a sense of depth to life.  It’s about 

refocusing yourself and what you’re about, looking at where you’re at with your life and God and perhaps readjusting 

your aim a little. 

 

And then there’s the moment when Jesus sat down with his friends and shared an evening and some bread and wine, 

trying to teach them something that perhaps even today we find difficult to grasp.  I know I still do, which is why when I 

take the bread and wine, my mind fills with wonder and a sense of peace that I always try to keep central to what I’m 

about.  It doesn’t always work, but it’s something to keep aiming for – real communion with God and with each other. 

 

I thank you, Lord,  

for being able to take part in Communion.  
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KIRKINTILLOCH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Exhibitors please note that due to circumstances:
     

 The Annual Flower Show 2014
will be held on

Saturday 23 August 2014

Tubs of Grace
We will be participating in the above scheme operated by UNICEF 
once again this year.  Labels for your tubs will be available from Palm 
Sunday, 13th April onwards. The tubs should be returned on Sunday 
22nd June, which is the recognition service for our young people. 
Once again we look forward to St. Mary’s giving generously to this 
worthwhile cause.

Elaine Stevens & Louise Barry          Hugh Biggans
KidZone                  Finance Convenor

Centenary . . . Evening with . . .
Alex Shuttleworth provided excellent entertainment for our fifth 
“Evening with …” event on Thursday 20th March.  The event was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended at the Session House on that 
evening to hear Alex speak. 
We now have only two further “Evening with…” events planned before 
our Centenary Service.  Former leader of the Scottish Conservatives 
and current MSP Annabel Goldie joins us on 24th April.  This should be 
a fascinating evening considering Annabel’s expansive experience in 
Scottish Politics and decision making in this the most important year 
in Scotland’s political life since 1707.  We will have the usual catering 
from Nonna’s.  On 22nd May, a familiar face and friend of St Mary’s, 
Dreena O’Malley of Deafblind Scotland will give us the benefit of her 
involvement in this worthy charity.  This will be a fitting finale to this 
portion of events.  We are lining up some new speakers to allow us to 
continue what has been an interesting, humorous and informative 
and above all sociable venture. 
For all upcoming events please see the list of dates in the centre 
pages and the two enclosed flyers advertising our two singing 
initiatives.  As well as the upcoming events we hope you have had an 
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opportunity to let us have some of your recollections in our Centenary 
snippets (please place these in the box in the vestibule) and / or your 
contribution to our Centenary Quilt. 
We hope there is something there you feel able to participate in.  
Thank you.

Charles Hay, Centenary Committee

APRIL 1914
The country is at peace, most people are blissfully unaware of the 

storm clouds gathering in Europe.  

APRIL 2014 
We know what was about to happen.  They didn’t!  

The people continued to enjoy life as they had in the past.

Come and enjoy an evening similar to one the people might have 
enjoyed just prior to the outbreak of World War one

DINE IN STYLE  - 1914 STYLE AT MISS DAISY’S
‘the home of dining and entertainment for the discerning’

(Based in St. Mary’s Church Halls)

Entertainment and food in the style of 1914 

£5.   Doors open at 7pm.   Evening’s entertainment begins at 7.30pm 
prompt

HIGH TEAS ON THE HIGH SEAS (almost!)
Come sail with us on the Forth/Clyde Canal.  

A two hour cruise on the canal with a Fish tea, bread and butter 
followed by something nice. All for £5 

Tea, coffee or juice included and you can bring your own bottle of wine 
if you prefer. (Glasses supplied) 

Sailing from Southbank Marina at 6pm each evening Monday 23rd 
June to Friday 27th June 

LIMITED PLACES - ONLY 24 PER EVENING
TICKETS ON SALE MID MAY
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ECO CHURCH
Bras for Africa
In addition to the items we are already recycling we will now be 
recycling bras for Oxfam.  The bras will be sent to Oxfam’s social 
enterprise Frip Ethique in Senegal, where most of the employees 
are women, who sort and sell clothes donated, including bras, 
to local market traders.  Not only does this enable the women to 
make a living but profits are invested in Oxfam’s work fighting 
poverty in Senegal.  British bras are much sought after in Senegal, 
where few businesses have the technology needed to make 
them.
As there is not an Oxfam shop in Kirkintilloch, if you wish to 
donate any bras to Oxfam for this project, they can be placed 
in the box labelled ‘Bras for Africa’ in the ladies room and 
from there they will be taken to our nearest Oxfam shop in 
Bishopbriggs, by the ECO committee.

Swift Conservation Survey – for 2nd Award
For their second award St Mary’s 
Church ECO Committee has 
embarked on a Swift Conservation 
Survey and hopes to involve the 
whole community.

CAN YOU HELP?
Swift numbers are in decline in our towns and villages and 
one important reason for this is loss of nesting sites.  It is easy 
and inexpensive to protect swift nesting sites, or to create new 
ones, but in order to do this we need to know where the lost or 
diminishing sites are.  

 
Jim  -  It is important that the following two items relating to ECO are printed on the same / connecting 
page/s. 
 
ECO CHURCH 
 
Bras for Africa 
In addition to the items we are already recycling we will now be recycling bras for Oxfam.  The bras will be 
sent to Oxfam’s social enterprise Frip Ethique in Senegal, where most of the employees are women, who 
sort and sell clothes donated, including bras, to local market traders.  Not only does this enable the women to 
make a living but profits are invested in Oxfam’s work fighting poverty in Senegal.  British bras are much 
sought after in Senegal, where few businesses have the technology needed to make them. 

As there is not an Oxfam shop in Kirkintilloch, if you wish to donate any bras to Oxfam for this project, they 
can be placed in the box labelled ‘Bras for Africa’ in the ladies room and from there they will be taken to 
our nearest Oxfam shop in Bishopbriggs, by the ECO committee. 

Swift Conservation Survey – for 2nd Award 
For their second award St Mary’s Church ECO Committee has embarked on a Swift Conservation Survey 
and hopes to involve the whole community. 
 
CAN YOU HELP? 
Swift numbers are in decline in our towns and villages and one important reason for this is loss of nesting 
sites.  It is easy and inexpensive to protect swift nesting sites, or to create new ones, but in order to do this 
we need to know where the lost or diminishing sites are.   
 
HERE ARE SOME HINTS TO HELP YOU:- 
 

• The picture opposite shows what swifts look like  
• Swifts spend their whole life on the wing and do not land like other birds 
• They fly straight into and out of their nesting sites 
• They migrate to the southern hemisphere for the winter months 
• They return to the northern hemisphere to breed – arriving in May and departing in August 
• Likely places to spot them are cliffs, crags and in holes in stonework or gaps under the eaves of 

buildings.  When older buildings are upgraded many gaps suitable for nesting sites are sealed and 
new buildings simply do not provide such vantage points 

• “Screaming parties” are groups of immature birds behaving like noisy teenagers and their presence 
can draw your attention to nesting sites 

• Feeding on small insects, they fly high in fine weather and close to the ground in wet conditions 
• Times of day to look for them: 8.30am–10am, middle of the day and 9.30pm-10.30pm in warm, still 

weather 
• Try to follow them to their nesting sites 
• Try to estimate how many birds were in the group 

 
IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE SPOTTED SWIFTS:- 
Please contact June McCann on 0141 776 2187 to obtain a survey form. 
 
End of ECO articles 
 
Session Article 
 
More Than Gold 
 
At our Session meeting on 19th March, I took the opportunity to show Session a DVD that has been prepared 
by an initiative called More than Gold.  This initiative is all about how the Church (not just the Church of 
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HERE ARE SOME HINTS TO HELP YOU:
• The picture opposite shows what swifts look like 

• Swifts spend their whole life on the wing and do not land like 

other birds

• They fly straight into and out of their nesting sites

• They migrate to the southern hemisphere for the winter 

months

• They return to the northern hemisphere to breed – arriving in 

May and departing in August

• Likely places to spot them are cliffs, crags and in holes in 

stonework or gaps under the eaves of buildings.  When older 

buildings are upgraded many gaps suitable for nesting sites 

are sealed and new buildings simply do not provide such 

vantage points

• “Screaming parties” are groups of immature birds behaving 

like noisy teenagers and their presence can draw your 

attention to nesting sites

• Feeding on small insects, they fly high in fine weather and 

close to the ground in wet conditions

• Times of day to look for them: 8.30am–10am, middle of the 

day and 9.30pm-10.30pm in warm, still weather

• Try to follow them to their nesting sites

• Try to estimate how many birds were in the group

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE SPOTTED SWIFTS:
Please contact June McCann on 0141 776 
2187 to obtain a survey form.
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Upcoming Events . . .
Thursday 24th April - An Evening with Annabel Goldie MSP. 
7.45pm in the Session House. Refreshments afterwards from Nonna’s. 
Tickets £5.

Friday 25th April- A Vintage Night.
How did the people who built the Church spend their leisure time? 
Come and enjoy entertainment and food as it would have been 
provided in 1914. Tickets £5.

Monday 28th April /Monday 12th May
Rehearsals for recording of a CD of favourite hymns led by Kirkintilloch 
Male Voice Choir joined by men of the wider community.  7.15pm in 
the Church.

Thursday 1st May/Thursday 15th May/ Monday 19th May
Scratch Choir meetings - 6.15pm in the Church.  Open to all who enjoy 
singing, regardless of age, ability or gender.

Saturday 17th May
Recording of a CD of favourite hymns in the Church by the Kirkintilloch 
Male Voice Choir and men from the wider community. 

Thursday 22nd May
An ‘Evening with Dreena O’Malley - 7.45pm in the Session House.  
Refreshments available afterwards from Nonna’s.  Tickets £5 .  
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Saturday 7th June
Baptism 100 Party for the last 100 children baptised in St Mary’s.

Monday 23rd to Friday 27th June
Fish and Chip Sailings on the Canal.

Friday 29th August
‘The ‘Big Sing’ Concert with the Kirkintilloch Male Voice Choir and 
men from the wider community, the Scratch Choir and members of St 
Mary’s.

Saturday 6th to Sunday 7th September
Flower Festival in the Church.

Sunday 14th September 
Anniversary Service in the Church followed by refreshments in the 
Church Halls.

There will be more information about these events in the Parishioner 
and the Order of  Service as we approach the relevant dates.

End of sequential pages. 
The following dates to be inserted in the centre pages and in colour please Jim.  I will give you a call 
regarding this. 
 
 
 
 

                                                                         Upcoming events… 
 
Thursday 24th April - An Evening with Annabel Goldie MSP.  7.45pm in the Session House. 
Refreshments afterwards from Nonna’s. Tickets £5. 
Friday 25th April- A Vintage Night.   How did the people who built the Church spend their 
leisure time? Come and enjoy entertainment and food as it would have been provided in 1914. 
Tickets £5. 
Monday 28th April /Monday 12th May - Rehearsals for recording of a CD of favourite 
hymns led by Kirkintilloch Male Voice Choir joined by men of the wider community.  7.15pm in 
the Church. 
Thursday 1st May/Thursday 15th May/ Monday 19th May - Scratch Choir meetings - 
6.15pm in the Church.  Open to all who enjoy singing, regardless of age, ability or gender. 
Saturday 17th May - Recording of a CD of favourite hymns in the Church by the 
Kirkintilloch Male Voice Choir and men from the wider community.  
Thursday 22nd May - An ‘Evening with Dreena O’Malley - 7.45pm in the Session House.  
Refreshments available afterwards from Nonna’s.  Tickets £5 .   
Saturday 7th June - Baptism 100 Party for the last 100 children baptised in St Mary’s. 
Monday 23rd to Friday 27th June - Fish and Chip Sailings on the Canal. 
Friday 29th August - ‘The ‘Big Sing’ Concert with the Kirkintilloch Male Voice Choir and 
men from the wider community, the Scratch Choir and members of St Mary’s. 
Saturday 6th to Sunday 7th September - Flower Festival in the Church. 
Sunday 14th September - Anniversary Service in the Church followed by refreshments in 
the Church Halls. 
 
There will be more information about these events in the Parishioner and the Order of  
Service as we approach the relevant dates.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
End of centre page article. 
 
 



Session
More Than Gold

At our Session meeting on 19th March, I took the opportunity 
to show Session a DVD that has been prepared by an initiative 
called More than Gold.  This initiative is all about how the Church 
(not just the Church of Scotland) engages with the crowds of 
people coming to Scotland for the Commonwealth Games.  
Examples range from distribution of free drinks and bottles of 
water to visitors, to offering a room in your home to athletes 
families to stay during the Games.  We forget that many athletes 
and their families may only be able to come here to compete 
because of generosity such as this.

This initiative is also about how the Church engages with the 
local community during the Games.  This is a unique opportunity 
to invite the wider community into St Mary’s to participate in 
a sports quiz or as part of a kids activity club or to show the 
opening ceremony on a large screen.

More than Gold provides resources and support.  Part of those 
resources will be a Big Red Bus that will be touring Kirkintilloch 
and surrounding areas during the games providing daily 
programs of outreach activities for children during the day and 
possibly for young adults in the evening. 

If you would be willing to assist with this can you please contact 
me and I can put you in contact with the right people.

I also took the opportunity to advise Session that I am standing 
down from the role as Session Clerk in the summer.  I am pleased 
to say that Gordon Morrison indicated a willingness to take up 
the baton and Session unanimously agreed to this.  I am grateful 
to Gordon and to Session for their support. 

Charles Hay
Session Clerk
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Easter
Morning 
(John 20:1-18)
Who is it you are looking for?
Who?
Mary,
Looking for her Lord, 
Early in the morning,
While it was still dark,
Looking for Jesus,
Expecting his death-wrapped 

body,
Finding, instead, the stone of 

surprises and loss.
The men come and go,
But Mary stays and weeps
For the love of her Lord.
Looking, looking into the 

darkness,
She weeps.
Angels in white turn her to the 

light,
And the possibility of grace.
And in the speaking of her 

name, the world changes.
Mary.
Looking, looking no longer,
The Lord lives, gloriously,
For Mary.
He lives for all who look.
Who is it you are looking for?
Who?

Jesus’ appearances 
after his 
Resurrection 
The following list of witnesses 
may help you put all those 
references in order….
Mary Magdalene . . .
Mark 16:9-11; John 20:10-18
Other women at the tomb . . . 
Matthew 28:8-10
Peter in Jerusalem . . .
Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5
The two travellers on the road . . .
Mark 16:12,13
10 disciples behind closed doors 
Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43; John 
20:19-25
11 disciples WITH Thomas . . .
John 20:26-31; 1 Corinthians 
15:5
7 disciples while fishing . . .
John 21:1-14
11 disciples on the mountain . . .
Matthew 28:16-20
A crowd of 500 . . . 
1 Corinthians 15:6
Jesus’ brother – James . . . 
1 Corinthians 15:7
Those who saw the Ascensio . . .
Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:3-8
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TREASURER’S REPORT

February Offering

ACROSS: 1, Cosmic. 4, Thomas. 8, In his. 9, Delaiah. 10, Falwell.  
11, Water. 12, Recovered. 17, Sidon. 19, Radiant. 21, Centaur.  
22, Broil. 23, Eleven. 24, Prison.  
DOWN: 1, Cliffs. 2, Scholar. 3, Issue. 5, Holy war. 6, Moist.  
7, Sphere. 9, Deliverer. 13, Candace. 14, Deacons. 15, Psyche.  
16, Stolen. 18, Dance. 20, Debar. 

 
  Treasurer’s Report 

 
FEBRUARY OFFERING    

     
 FREEWILL GIFT  OPEN STANDING 

DATE OFFERING AID PLATE ORDERS 
02.02.14 632.25 515.50 46.00  
09.02.14 550.40 534.90 66.00  
16.02.14 489.50 332.10 45.20  
23.02.14 388.00 430.00 219.82  

     
Standing orders    3482.00 

TOTAL 2060.15 1812.50 377.02 3482.00 
     

Total for the Month £7731.67   
     
     

 RECEIPTS AND DONATIONS DURING 
FEBRUARY   
Received with thanks and gratitude for your consideration of our Church  
Donation from Mrs MacRae     100.00 
We continue to receive generous donations for the roof 
fund,  
the majority of the donors wishing to remain anonymous, 
so my   
apologies if I do not itemise them separately  2205.00 
Just text giving         7.50 
Just text giving       22.00 
St Mary's  Social Committee to The Roof 
Fund         5000.00 
St Mary's Running Club to The Roof Fund   500.00 
Donation from The Yes Campaign to the Roof Fund  100.00 
St Mary's Badminton Club          1600.00 
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DAISIES 
There is an old saying ‘when you 
can stand on seven daisies at 
once then spring has come’. I 
like daisies with their bright 
yellow middles and tiny petals. If 
you look closely, you’ll see that 
not all the daisies in any lawn 
will be white; some of them are 
edged with pink. When I was 
little I asked my mum why and 
she told me this story to explain 
why.  

On that first Easter morning, 
when Jesus walked in the 
garden and was seen by Mary 
and the other women who 
thought he was a gardener, his 
bare feet touched just some of 
the daisies in the grass. And 
because he still had the wounds 
in his feet his blood touched the 
daisies and marked their petals 
pink. 

I love this story 
and still to this 
day I feel sorry 
for the daisies 
that Jesus didn’t 
touch - because when Jesus 
touches our lives all things 
change and spring comes into 
our hearts forever. 

BIBLE ‘D’s 
Can you find all the answers to 
this Bible quiz? All the words 
begin with the letter D. Answers 
at the bottom of the page. 

1. A tribe of Israel. 

2. He spent the night with some 
lions. 

3. Where Saul was going when 
he met Jesus on the road. 

4. Followers of Jesus. 

5. These made Joseph 
unpopular with his brothers. 

6. A famous king of Israel who 
played the harp. 

 
 
How do 
dinosaurs 
pass 
exams? 
With 
extinction. 
 
What is the 
main 
ingredient of dog biscuits? 
Collie flour. 
 
My little brother’s name is 
Dad. 
Why is that? 
They named him after my 
father. 

 
 

Answers: 1.Dan  2.Daniel  3.Damascus  
4.disciples  5.dreams  6.David. 
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St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren

I am not the least surprised 
you have got yourself into 
trouble; innovation is never to 
be encouraged. New ideas tend 
to cause revolutions. The move 
from incandescent light-bulbs 
to energy saving ones may 
ultimately change the Church of 
England.
 
Change is something everyone 
claims to be in favour of – provided 
it has no measurable effect on 
their own lives.  I remember as 
a young curate once suggesting 
that at the Harvest Supper, 
tables might be enlarged so that 
eight people could sit together 
rather than the traditional six, 
thus helping more people get to 
know one another.  The response 
would have been similar if I had 
suggested we travel to London 
to murder the Prime Minister.  I 
was firmly told that tables for six 
had been perfectly adequate for 
parishioners in Queen Victoria’s 
day.  For the rest of my curacy, I 
was regarded as a revolutionary, 
to be watched carefully.
 
So at your last visit to our Church, 
to suggest that our 11am Mattins 
may be moved to 10.30am, in 
order to encourage those who 
wanted have more of the day free 
to themselves, certainly lobbed a 
hand grenade among the post-
Service coffee cups.  The only 

person who was mildly in favour 
was Colonel Wainwright, who 
quickly realised that it would give 
him an extra half-hour at the gin 
and tonics before lunch.
 
Should you ever feel that people 
lack imagination, you should 
watch them in action when 
they find reasons for resisting 
an unwelcome suggestion. One 
said that the time couldn’t be 
moved, since it would then be too 
early for the local bus – omitting 
to mention that none of our 
congregation travel to church by 
bus and that the service doesn’t 
run on Sundays anyway.  Another 
pointed out that it would confuse 
those who didn’t attend church – 
not explaining why if they never 
attended, it mattered what time 
the Service was.  A third, rather 
touchingly mentioned that it 
wouldn’t give the rector time 
to enjoy his breakfast after the 
rigours of the 8am Service.
 
Your suggestion did, however, 
serve one useful purpose; it 
brought our congregation 
together in united opposition.  
They may not necessarily always 
know what they are for, but they 
certainly know what they
are against.  For that, I thank you

Your loving uncle, Eustace

The Rectory . . .
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Across
  1 Relating to the whole 

universe (6) 
  4 The disciple who made the 

remark in 8 Across (John 
20:24) (6) 

  8 ‘Unless I see the nail marks 
— — hands, I will not 
believe  it’ (John 20:25) 
(2,3) 

  9 He urged King Jehoiakim 
not to burn the scroll 
containing  Jeremiah’s 
message (Jeremiah 36:25) 
(7) 

 10 Baptist minister and 
controversial founder of 
America’s Moral  
Majority, Jerry — (7) 

 11 ‘Look, here is — . Why 
shouldn’t I be baptized?’ 
(Acts 8:36)  (5) 

 12 Repossessed (Genesis 
14:16) (9) 

 17 Port from which Paul sailed 
on his last journey to Rome 

 (Acts 27:3–4) (5)
 19 ‘Moses was not aware that his face 

was — because he had spoken with 
the Lord’ (Exodus 34:29) (7)

 21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man, half-
horse (7)

 22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5)
 23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he 

was added to the —   
apostles’ (Acts 1:26) (6)

 24 ‘I was sick and you looked after me, 
I was in — and you came  to visit 
me’ (Matthew 25:36) (6)

Down
  1 Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) 

(6)  
  2 Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7)
  3 Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5) 

 

5 For example, the Crusades (4,3)
  6 11 Across is certainly this (5) 
  7 He reps (anag.) (6) 
  9 Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9)
 13 Man who asked the question in 11 

Across was in charge of all  her 
treasury (Acts 8:27) (7)

 14 They must be ‘worthy of respect, 
sincere, not indulging in  much 
wine’ (1 Timothy 3:8) (7) 

 15 The human mind or soul (6) 
 16 ‘O Lord, while precious children 

starve, the tools of war  
increase; their bread is — ’ (Graham 
Kendrick) (6)

 18 ‘We played the flute for you, and 
you did not — ’ 

 (Matthew 11:17) (5) 
 20 Bared (anag.) (5)

ACROSS: 1, Cosmic. 4, Thomas. 8, In his. 9, Delaiah. 10, Falwell. 11, Water. 12, Recovered. 17, Sidon. 19, Radiant. 21, 
Centaur. 22, Broil. 23, Eleven. 24, Prison. 
DOWN: 1, Cliffs. 2, Scholar. 3, Issue. 5, Holy war. 6, Moist. 7, Sphere. 9, Deliverer. 13, Candace. 14, Deacons. 15, 
Psyche. 16, Stolen. 18, Dance. 20, Debar.

ANSWERS AT FOOT OF PAGE

Crossword
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ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH ORGANISATIONS

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

For further information on any of the above – 

Please contact the Church Office on 

0141 775 1166 or email: office.stmarys@btconnect.com 

Contact list 
2013.14 

Organisation Location Time Contact 

Sunday Sunday Worship Church 11am  Rev Mark Johnstone 
 Kidz Zone Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
 Seekers  11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
 Creche Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
 Fairtrade Stall Main Hall 12 noon Leslie Baird/Fiona Leishman 
 Badminton    
 Beginners Main Hall 4.30-5.30pm Trevor Patterson 
 Junior Main Hall 5.30-7.30pm Trevor Patterson 
 Senior Main Hall 7.30-9.30pm Liz Barrie 
     
     
Monday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
 Ladies Bowling Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Cathie Devine 
 BB Shipmates Main Hall 6-7pm Lindsey Campbell 
 BB Junior/Company Main/Mid Hall 6.45-8.30pm Garry Burns/Iain Hill 
 Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown/Jean Ralph 
 Men’s Club Main Hall 7.30-10pm Archie Smith 
     
Tuesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
 Ladies Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Doreen More 
 Badminton    
 Junior Main Hall 6-8pm Trevor Patterson 
 Senior Main Hall 8-10.30pm Liz Barrie 
 Prayer Time Meeting Place 7-7.30pm Rev Katy Owen 
 Country Dancing Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Moira MacNeill 
     
Wednesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
 Wednesday Welcome Session House 10-11.20am Mary Stirling 
 Wednesday Service Church 11.30-12noon Rev Mark Johnstone 
 Over 50’s Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Anne Allan 
 Rainbows Mid Hall 6.30-7.30pm Agnes Marran 
 Brownies Main Hall 6.30-7.45pm Elizabeth Cousin 
 Vestry Church Vestry 7-9pm Church Office 
 Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown/Jean Ralph 
 Trefoil Guild 

(monthly) 
Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Edith Dunn 

     
Thursday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
 Flower Circle 

(Alternate Weeks) 
Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Elizabeth Walker 

     
Friday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
 Listener’s Circle 

(Monthly) 
Session House 
(church) 

2-4pm Robert Dewar 

 Guild Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Moira MacNeill 
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