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Dear Friends,

Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy 
he has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3).

 Easter is a time of ‘new birth’.  As you 
read the gospel stories of Jesus many 
of those who encounter Jesus are 
given the opportunity to start again. 
He challenges people to look at their 
life and evaluate their living. He then 
offers the opportunity to start again. 
Those who encounter Jesus are given a 
‘fresh start’.

In life it can be difficult to have a 
‘fresh start’.  There are often issues, 
conversations, events that eat away 
at an individual’s soul.  Who has never 
said something they regret?  Who has 
never looked at someone in a way 
they wish they hadn’t?  Who has never 
judged another in a way they lament?  
Remembering these times often 
prevents a ‘fresh start’.  We too readily 
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condemn ourselves for things we know we could or should have 
done differently.

Easter is God offering a ‘fresh start’.   The cross is a genuine 
opportunity to start again – who can resist getting it right next 
time?

Kindest regards

A NOT QUITE SO EARLY NOTICE!
The church will be celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee with a 

Big Jubilee After Service Tea
We have unfortunately had to change from the original date and

 the celebration will now be on Sunday 3rd June in common with the 
rest of the country, beginning immediately at the end of the service. 

 Cost 2 Guineas for adults, school age children free.
More information next month. 

2      The Parishioner – April 2012

Parish Register

Baptisms
‘Jesus said ‘Let the children come to me, for as such is the Kingdom of 
heaven’ . . . he placed his hand upon them and blessed them.'

March 11 Lucy Melissa Ewing, daughter of Paul and Karen
 18 Nina Irene Kennedy, daughter of Scott and Shirley
 18 Christopher Luke James Smyth, son of John and Kirstin

The Lord bless you, and keep you: the Lord make his face to shine upon you, 
and be gracious unto you: the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and 
give you peace
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Church Flowers
We wish to thank the following members who will donate 
the flowers for the chancel of our Church during April.

April 08  Mrs J. Keellings, Mrs E. Cowie, Mrs W. Steele, Mrs E Walker
 15  Mrs E. Wilson, Mrs A. Brownlie, Mrs L. Sinclair,
  Mrs C. Cuthbertson
 22  Mrs M. Darroch, Mrs I. Whyte, Mrs J. Ewing 
 29  Mrs J. Robertson, Mrs A. Scott, Mrs P. Malcolm 
May 06  Mrs L. Pitcairn, Mrs C. Wilson, Mrs A. Differ, Mrs H. Brown 

Preparatory Service  
May 11   Miss A. Tassie

Communion Sunday  
May 13 Mrs D. Stewart, Mrs E. Walker, Miss J. Campbell,
  Mrs J. Finney, Mrs M. McCaffer

The following members, whom we wish to thank for their assistance, will 
be responsible for the distribution.
  
April  08 / 15 Mrs E. Hall and Mrs K. Pollock, Mr Mrs M. Day 
 22 / 29 Mrs V. Lindsay, Mrs M Gaston
May  06 / 13 Mrs J. McCann, Mrs A. Pearson 

Thank You . . .
Nora and Kathleen have again remembered their Mum’s birthday by 
giving a donation for the Chancel Flowers.
We thank Mrs M. MacRae for the £100 donation towards the Chancel 
Flowers in memory of her son David

Thank you acknowledgements have been received from the following 
people:
Mrs M. Primrose, Mr Mrs C. Clingan, Mr Mrs J. Henderson, Mrs B. Cowie, 
Mrs J. Cunningham, Mrs C. Devine, Mrs E. Morrow, Mrs B. McMillan, Mrs H. 
McKay, Mrs A. Clelland, Mrs A. Dickinson, Mrs K. Pollock, Mrs C. Miller, Mrs 
M. Cant, Mrs N. Marshall, Mrs M. Marshall, Mrs J. Honeker, Mr I Smith.
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Prayer Secretary
Dear Friends . . .

At the risk of stating the obvious, isn’t time going quickly?  April 
already, with the promise of Summer, long daylight, flowers 
blooming.  (We won’t mention the grass growing, already a 
neighbour has cut his,)  I hope you keep well and are looking forward 
to planning a break from routine.  The piece which follows is from a 
longer poem by Trevor Dennis on page 49 of his book, ‘Keeping God 
company’.
 
Easter blessings. 

Yours, Margaret

  ‘It is finished’

See here,
here on the cross,
is a Man in pain.
Here is a Man alone.
Here is a Man who faced arrest
among the black olives of 

Gethsemane
and almost broke apart with fear.
Here is a Man cast out,
taken outside the walls for 

execution,
lest He contaminate the holy city 

by His dying. 
Here is a Man overcome by loss,
drowning in the last moment of 

His agony,
in the silence of God.
And what in all this had He 

achieved?

This Man carried the humanity of 
us all,

and still bears its load

And this Man shows us God.

See here,
here on the cross,
we see God outcast,
God in pain,
God unloved,
God alone
God sorely grieved.

Yet here is God with arms 
outstretched wide for our 
embrace;

here fall heaven’s tears of love;
here we catch the beating of 

God’s heart;
here is God’s generosity 

displayed
and here His victory unfurled!



Thank You
Mary Stirling thanks all her friends of St Mary’s for the lovely cards 
and presents she received for her recent birthday. She has been 
overwhelmed by their generosity and appreciates their kindness.  
Thank you all very much.

Christian Aid News
“The generous will themselves be blessed for they share their food with 
the poor”  Proverbs 22 : 9. The Kirkintilloch and Lenzie Christian Aid 
group thank St Mary’s again for the use of the Church Halls, for their 
Annual Fair last month.  The sum of £2,616.77 was raised.  The paper stall 
raised £169.14, whilst the Antiques Stall, which was jointly staffed by St 
Mary’s and St Cyprian’s raised £288.83.  Sincere thanks to everyone who 
once again helped out, to everyone who donated items and to everyone 
who made a donation.  A further £49.99 was raised by selling paper items 
at the Church Fair and this will be sent to Christian Aid.
The annual Christian Aid Service will be held at St David’s Church on 
Sunday 22 April at 6.30 p.m. and Everyone is welcome to attend.
Christian Aid Week this year is from 13 – 20 May.  Please consider giving 
up one of your evenings during that week to help the poorest people on 
earth.
Alistair McDonald, the popular Folk Singer is giving a concert in St David’s 
at the end of May. All proceeds will be given to Christian Aid.  More 
details later.

Paul Malcolm
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VISITORS ARE WELCOME 
St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always welcome.  
If you feel there should be more to life than retail therapy and Friday 
night clubbing, try coming along to the 11 o’clock service on Sunday 
morning.  You may hear something to change how you value your 
life and your relationships with those around you.  You don’t have to 
join up to join in.

The Church office is located on the right as you enter the Church 
Halls.  The secretary, Mrs Lynn Hay, is available in the office Monday 
to Friday 9.15 a.m. – 12.15 p.m. and may be the first point of contact 
for general enquiries.  Lynn will be able to refer you to the person 
best suited to respond.  Church office telephone and fax 0141 775 
1166 or e-mail: office.stmarys@btconnect.com
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Plant Sale – May 26
The Rotary Club of Kirkintilloch will once again support The 
Horticultural Society’s Plant Sale by providing tea,coffee, hot filled 
rolls and home baking.  Bacon rolls available from 8.30 am!  Why not 
come along to buy your plants and enjoy a tasty breakfast served 
with a smile?!

Coffee Morning
In conjunction with the plant sale, The Rotary Club of Kirkintilloch is 
holding a Coffee Morning on 26 May from 8.30 a.m. – 12 noon.  Fair Trade 
goods will be available for sale.

 

 LISTENERS CIRCLE
The last meeting of this session will be on Friday 20 April. 
The choice of music is that of Edith Dewar and everyone is 
welcome at 2.00 p.m. in the Session House.   

ECO FRIENDLY EVENT
Have you remembered the date:  Saturday 19 May; 10 am – 1pm
This event is presently expanding with more of our members,
young and older, taking part.  The theme is “All things bright and 
beautiful”, which couples flowers to songs to posters and lots more
besides.  Fair Trade will also be present with lots of goodies for sale.
Teas and coffees will be available.

Also, on Sunday 20 May there will be a special service, with the
younger members singing ECO songs, each of which has a special
message for all of us.  Plus a few surprises! 

The Parishioner
Copy for the March Parishioner should be handed to Sandra Burns, 
left in the Publications pigeon hole in the Hall vestibule, or sent by 
e-mail to sandraburns@ntlworld.com no later than Sunday May 6.  
PLEASE NOTE THIS IS ONE WEEK EARLIER THAN NORMAL.Coffee Morning 

In conjunction with the plant sale, The Rotary Club of Kirkintilloch is holding a Coffee Morning on 26 

May from 8.30 a.m. – 12 noon.  Fair Trade goods will be available for sale. 

 

A NOT QUITE SO EARLY NOTICE! 
The church will be celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee with a  

Big Jubilee After Service Tea 
We have unfortunately had to change from the original date and 

 the celebration will now be on Sunday 3
rd

 June in common with the rest of the country, 

beginning immediately at the end of the service.  

 Cost 2 Guineas for adults, school age children free. 

More information next month.  
 

 
 LISTENERS CIRCLE 

The last meeting of this session will be on Friday 20 April. The choice of music is that of Edith Dewar and 

everyone is welcome at 2.00 p.m. in the Session House.    
 

ECO FRIENDLY EVENT.   

On Saturday 19 May, we will be having a Flower Festival: "All things bright and beautiful" in our Church 

from 10am to 3pm.  Plans are well ahead for this: our biggest ECO event to date.  So make a note in your 

diary.        A day to remember - so remember the date -19 May. 
 

 
April    08    Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans 

               15    Paul and Charlotte Malcolm 

            22     Andrew and Fraser Leishman 

            29     Linda Brown and Jean Ralph 

May    06     Angela Montgomerie and Shona McKay           

      

Are you up for a challenge? 

200 mountains, 2,000 people, one incredible day: Saturday 16 June 2012! 

The WaterAid200 Challenge features 200 mountains nominated by WaterAid supporters.  The Challenge 

aims to place a team of 4-7 walkers on top of all 200 mountains across the UK and Ireland between 11am 

and 3pm on Saturday 16 June.  In the process, we hope to raise £200,000 to support WaterAid’s life 

saving work in Nepal. 

If you are interested in participating in this event, or would like some more information about the 

challenge, then please speak to Gordon Morrison (578 5887).  This is an opportunity to enjoy a great 

day’s hill walking, while at the same time help WaterAid transform lives by improving access to safe    



Are you 
up for a 
challenge?
200 mountains, 2,000 people, one 
incredible day: Saturday 16 June 2012!

The WaterAid200 Challenge features 200 mountains nominated 
by WaterAid supporters.  The Challenge aims to place a team of 
4-7 walkers on top of all 200 mountains across the UK and Ireland 
between 11am and 3pm on Saturday 16 June.  In the process, we 
hope to raise £200,000 to support WaterAid’s life saving work in 
Nepal.
If you are interested in participating in this event, or would like 
some more information about the challenge, then please speak 
to Gordon Morrison (578 5887).  This is an opportunity to enjoy 
a great day’s hill walking, while at the same time help WaterAid 
transform lives by improving access to safe water, hygiene and 
sanitation in the world’s poorest communities.

www.wateraid.org.uk        www.wateraid200.org
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The Bells of St Mary’s
April 08 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans
 15 Paul and Charlotte Malcolm
 22 Andrew and Fraser Leishman
 29 Linda Brown and Jean Ralph
May 06 Angela Montgomerie and Shona McKay

  

Change of Address 

Mrs Isobel Hay, formerly 21 Regent Street now resident at 8 Northbank Avenue.   

Mary Middlemore, formerly 18 Kelvin Court now residing in Birdston Nursing Home. 

Mrs M Leishman, formerly 30 Blackthorn Avenue now residing in Rannoch Lodge Nursing Home, Condorrat. 

 
The Guild 

The Guild meets on Friday evenings in the Mid Hall at 7.30 p.m. and the programme for November and December is as 

under.  All are welcome, including gentlemen, to come along and enjoy the fellowship and listen to a varied selection of 

topics. 

  

November 06 Robert Hamilton – Scottish Selection 

13 David Whitton MSP 

20 An evening with John and Peter Douglas 

27 David Forsyth – Scottish Diaspora – Jock Thamson Abroad 

December 04 Amateur Theatre Guild (Open Night) 

  11  Christmas Dinner 

 

 

Bell Ringers Duty Rota 

 

November 01 Shona McKay and Gayle Johnstone 

  08 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans 

  15 Paul Malcolm and Ronald Black 

  22 Andrew and Fraser Leishman 

  29 Linda Brown and Lynsey Ferris 

December 06 Mary Stirling and Angela Montgomerie 

 

 

 

 
Prayer Secretary 

It is the time of year when we think of two young men, Guy Fawkes and Jesus Christ.  The first was a gullible person 

who attempted to blow up the Houses of Parliament (not really a Scottish problem at that time).  The second, who 

willingly accepted the cruellest of deaths for love of mankind.  We do not remember Jesus with noise and sparkle but 

quietly with bread and wine. 

 

The following is from pages 70 and 72 of 'Looking out the window' by David Award. 

 

Communion 

I love Communion.  I always have.  The sense of peace, the sense of wonder.  The opportunity to simply meditate on an 

amazing moment in history, on what has happened since, on the implications of everything.  It’s quite a feeling and never 

ceases to amaze me.  And it’s so wrapped up in what Sunday is all about.  A time of rest, of quiet.  A time to just relax a 

little, think about what’s going on, take stock of life. 

 

But Communion is more than that.  It’s about real communication, real meaning, a sense of depth to life.  It’s about 

refocusing yourself and what you’re about, looking at where you’re at with your life and God and perhaps readjusting 

your aim a little. 

 

And then there’s the moment when Jesus sat down with his friends and shared an evening and some bread and wine, 

trying to teach them something that perhaps even today we find difficult to grasp.  I know I still do, which is why when I 

take the bread and wine, my mind fills with wonder and a sense of peace that I always try to keep central to what I’m 

about.  It doesn’t always work, but it’s something to keep aiming for – real communion with God and with each other. 

 

I thank you, Lord,  

for being able to take part in Communion.  
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beginning immediately at the end of the service.  

 Cost 2 Guineas for adults, school age children free. 

More information next month.  
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Session Article
As you might expect, the main topic of conversation at our Session 
meeting in March was the Presbytery plan.  I gave an overview of the 
current status of the plan and the proposal to reduce the number of 
ministers operating over the 4 Churches, Hillhead, St Mary’s, St David’s 
and St Columba’s, from 4 to 3. It is envisioned that St Mary’s, St David’s 
and St Columba’s would retain the services of a full time minister or 
equivalent and the 4 churches would develop a mission plan that would 
cater for the Hillhead area.

At the moment we do have members who come from the Hillhead area.  
Mark regularly conducts weddings, baptisms and funerals for members 
who reside in Hillhead. However, as a Session we recognise that there is 
community that wish to worship in Hillhead Church and this proposal 
places a question mark over how the church’s presence and role can be 
maintained in that community. The Church of Scotland is founded on 
the congregations’ connection with its minister. This starts when the 
congregation are given the right to call a minister. That minster is the link 
between that church and its membership and it forms a fundamental 
part of the church in that area. We have to recognise that this model is 
changing as finances dictate it is no longer sustainable. We would prefer 
to see Hillhead, St Mary’s, St Columba’s and St David’s retaining their own 
ministers. That should not, however, preclude us from looking at how 
the 4 churches can work together better in promoting the Good News in 
Kirkintilloch.  

The Presbytery plan as proposed has been rejected by the Presbytery 
of Glasgow so we do require to await further advice from Glasgow 
Presbytery as to how we go forward from here.  We have to expect that 
whilst this most recent plan has been put to one side it may still form 
the basis of what comes next and to that end we should be engaging 
with the other churches in Kirkintilloch about how we work more closely 
together.

On more positive note, it was encouraging to hear the positive response 
to our communion service in March. The Elders reported on how 
favourable the response was to how the service had been conducted by 
Mark and the participating Elders. I would like to thank our Communion 
Committee and the Linen Committee for all their hard work in arranging 
this and to Mark for his service.

Finally on behalf of the Session I would like to wish you a Happy Easter.
Charles Hay, Session Clerk
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St Mary’s Nursery School
St. Mary’s Nursery School is collecting Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers 
and Tesco Schools & Clubs vouchers.  We would be very pleased to 
receive your voucher donations which you can hand into the church 
office or place in the nursery pigeon hole in the church hall corridor.  
These vouchers help to acquire resources for the nursery children’s 
learning and play. Thank You.

Christian Aid responds to worsening 
Sahel hunger crisis 

Now seven million people across five West African countries are facing 
the spectre of famine within months. Thousands are already on the 
march, looking for secure food sources. Niger, Mali, Chad, Burkina Faso 
and Mauritiana have declared states of emergency and are calling for 
international assistance. 
In response to this, Christian Aid is preparing to focus on those living 
in the stricken Sahel region. The Sahel is the belt of land just south of 
the Sahara, about 1000 kilometres wide, and stretching right across the 
continent, spanning several countries. It is one of the poorest and most 
environmentally damaged places on earth. 
The Sahel includes drought-smitten Mali, which lost 11.8% of total cereal 
output between 2010 – 2011; Burkina, where an estimated 41.47% 
of the country will face severe food insecurity, and Niger, where the 
government fears that more than half of the nation’s villages are now 
running out of basic food, and that more than 5m people are food 
insecure. Christian Aid is working with other UK agencies through the 
Sahel Working Group (SWG).

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
You are warmly invited to join in the celebration of Holy Communion 
on Sunday 13 May at 11am and 6.30pm and to the  Preparatory 
Service on Friday 11 May at 7.30 pm. The Preparatory Service is for 
everyone who attends worship and offers an opportunity to think 
about Communion and what it means.  Communion will also be 
offered at the Wednesday Welcome on 15 May and once again an 
invitation is extended to all who wish to participate.  

Do this in memory of me …….. Luke 22 : 19
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EASTER DAY – the most joyful 
day of the year 

Easter is the most joyful day of the year for Christians. Christ has died 
for our sins. We are forgiven. Christ has risen! We are redeemed! We can 
look forward to an eternity in his joy! Hallelujah!  The Good News of Jesus 
Christ is a message is so simple that you can explain it to someone in a 
few minutes. It is so profound that for the rest of their lives they will be 
still be ‘growing’ in their Christian walk with God.
Why the name, ‘Easter’? In almost every European language, the 
festival’s name comes from ‘Pesach’, the Hebrew word for Passover. The 
Germanic word ‘Easter’, however, seems to come from Eostre, a Saxon 
fertility goddess mentioned by the Venerable Bede. He thought that the 
Saxons worshipped her in ‘Eostur month’, but may have confused her 
with the classical dawn goddesses like Eos and Aurora, whose names 
mean ‘shining in the east’. So Easter might have meant simply ‘beginning 
month’ – a good time for starting up again after a long winter.
Finally, why Easter eggs? On one hand, they are an ancient symbol of 
birth in most European cultures. On the other hand, hens start laying 
regularly again each Spring. Since eggs were forbidden during Lent, it’s 
easy to see how decorating and eating them became a practical way to 
celebrate Easter.

All our yesterdays
100 years ago on 15th April 1912 that the British liner ‘RMS Titanic’ sank 
in the Atlantic after hitting an iceberg on her maiden voyage to New York. 
More than 1500 people were killed.

70 years ago on 23rd April 1942 that Germany launched the ‘Baedeker 
Blitz’ on Britain in retaliation for the bombing of the city of Lubeck. They 
planned to bomb every building in Britain that scored three stars in the 
Baedeker tourist guide. Exeter, Bath, Norwich, York and Canterbury were 
the main targets. 

60 years ago on 30th April 1952 that the diary of Anne Frank, a Jewish 
girl who died during the Holocaust, was first published in English.

Continued overleaf
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40 years ago on 4th April 1972 that US President Richard Nixon 
authorised the bombing of North Vietnam.

30 years ago on 2nd April 1982 that the Falklands War began when 
Argentina invaded the Falkland Islands.

25 years ago on 1st April 1987 that US President Ronald Reagan declared 
AIDS to be ‘public health enemy No. 1’.

20 years ago on 5th April 1992 that the Siege of Sarajevo, Bosnia, began.

10 years ago on 1st April 2002, that The Netherlands legalised 
euthanasia.

Dear Lord
So far today, I’ve done alright on my own. I haven’t gossiped, and I haven’t 
lost my temper, I haven’t been grumpy, nasty or selfish, and I’m really glad 
of that! But in a few minutes, God, I’m going to get out of bed, and from 
then on, I’m probably going to need a lot of help. Thank you! Amen.

Life and Work Magazine
A few of the features in April’s edition, plus all the regular columnists, 
letters, reviews and crosswords – all for just £1.80 – copies available in the 
Church vestibule.

A Welcome Return
Ron Ferguson returns to the pages of Life and Work

Making a Difference
A new report highlighting the role of churches in tackling homelessness
   

Stripped of the Royal Purple
The Very Rev Dr James Simpson takes a fresh look at the central character 
of the centuries
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Life and Work Needs You
View from the Pew is a chance for members of the Church of Scotland to 
let off steam about anything to do with the Kirk. Please send submissions 
of about 550 words to magazine@lifeandwork.org - your church will get 
£100 if yours is used!

TREASURER’S REPORT
February Offering

Life and Work Magazine A few of the features in April’s edition, plus all the regular columnists, 

letters, reviews and crosswords – all for just £1.80 – copies available in the Church vestibule. 

A Welcome Return 

Ron Ferguson returns to the pages of Life and Work 

Making a Difference 

A new report highlighting the role of churches in tackling homelessness 

 

Stripped of the Royal Purple 

The Very Rev Dr James Simpson takes a fresh look at the central character of the centuries 

Life and Work Needs You View from the Pew is a chance for members of the Church of Scotland to let off 

steam about anything to do with the Kirk. Please send submissions of about 550 words to 

magazine@lifeandwork.org - your church will get £100 if yours is used! 

     

FEBRUARY OFFERING    
     
 FREEWILL GIFT  OPEN STANDING 

DATE OFFERING AID PLATE ORDERS 
05.02.12 555.01 389.50 128.80  
12.02.12 501.86 499.20 110.68  
19.02.12 714.60 405.50 100.38  
26.02.12 500.41 1496.70 179.80  
Standing 

orders    3464.00 
TOTAL       2271.88 2790.90 519.66 3464.00 

     
Total for the Month 9046.44   
     

     

FEBRUARY RECEIPTS AND DONATIONS  

Over 50's Badminton      36.00  

Donations to Parishioner      45.20  

Anonymous donation      79.00  

St Mary’s Running Club    197.10  

Anonymous Donation to Friends Of St Mary’s   500.00  

East Dunbartonshire Council Art Exhibition   900.00  

Anonymous Donation    200.00  

Soroptimists of Kirkintilloch And District   180.00  

Mrs MacRae     100.00  

Rotary Club of Kirkintilloch    240.00  

Aviva Insurance for storm damage to roof 3230.00  

Life & Work Receipts    208.80  
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Across
1  ‘You are a chosen 

people, a royal — ’ 
(1 Peter 2:9) (10) 

7  Exact copy (Joshua 
22:28) (7) 

8  Jesus’ first words to 
Jairus’s daughter, ‘My 
child, — — ’ (Luke 
8:54) (3,2) 

10 Idol made by the 
Israelites while Moses 
was on Mount Sinai 
(Exodus 32:4) (4) 

11 Role allotted to Joseph 
in Egypt (Genesis 
42:6) (8) 

13 ‘Lord, when did we 
— — hungry and 
feed you?’ (Matthew 
25:37) (3,3) 

15 ‘Though seeing, they 
do — —; though 
hearing, they do not 
hear or understand’ 
(Matthew 13:13) (3,3) 

17 Happening (1 Kings 21:1) (8)
18 ‘Whatever was to my profit I now 

consider loss for the — of Christ’ 
(Philippians 3:7) (4)

21 National Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Children (1,1,1,1,1)

22 Stamp on (Amos 2:7) (7) 
23 Liable to rot (1 Corinthians 15:42) 

(10)

Down
1  Of the pope (5) 
2  ‘The earth is the Lord’s, and 

everything — — ’ (Psalm 24:1) 
(2,2) 

3  Hebrew word for the kind of peace 
that Jesus promised (6) 

4  Member of a 16th-century Protestant 
reform movement in France (8) 

5  Sing out (anag.) (7) 
6  Ceremonial column of people on the 

move (1 Samuel 10:5) (10) 
9  One of the things love always does 

(1 Corinthians 13:7) (10) 
12 Esther’s cousin who foiled a plot 

to assassinate King Xerxes (Esther 
2:7, 22) (8) 

14 See cape (anag.) (7) 
16 ‘No one can — them out of my 

hand’ (John 10:28) (6) 
19 Often mistakenly identified as the 

fruit that led to the first sin (Joel 
1:12) (5) 

20 ‘He was led like a — to the 
slaughter’ (Isaiah 53:7) (4)

ACROSS: 1, Priesthood. 7, Replica. 8, Get up. 10, Calf. 11, Governor. 13, See you. 15, Not see. 17, 
Incident. 18, Sake. 21, NSPCC. 22, Trample. 23, Perishable. DOWN: 1, Papal. 2, In it. 3, Shalom. 4, 
Huguenot. 5, Outings. 6, Procession. 9, Perseveres. 12, Mordecai. 14, Escapee. 16, Snatch. 19, Apple. 20, 
Lamb.

ANSWERS AT FOOT OF PAGE

Crossword
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EASTER EGGS
Easter eggs have been in the 
shops since just after Christmas 
but they are not a new idea. The 
egg has been used as a symbol 
of rebirth and new life since 
before Christian times.

The English name for Easter is 
said to come from Eostre, a 
northern goddess of spring. The 
rebirth of growing things in the 
spring, after the long dark days 
of winter, was a time of rejoicing 
in the pagan world and many of 
their rites and symbols have 
been carried over into our 
Christian festival of Easter.

In pagan times they celebrated 
the return of light and warmth to 
the wor ld bu t our Easter 
celebrates so much more. We 
celebrate the fact that Jesus 
died for us and yet is not dead. 
We celebrate because Jesus 
overcame death.

And if all  those brightly wrapped 
chocolate eggs in the shops help 
us to remember that Easter 
means new life, 
new life in Jesus, 
then good – I’ll 
have lots!

BEAUTIFUL EGGS
Chocolate eggs are a new idea; 
the traditional Easter egg is a 
decorated hen’s egg. Why not 
make some as special  gifts to 
share the good news of Easter?

You can decorate them in the 
traditional method of wrapping 
eggs in onion skins and then 
boiling them. This gives a 
mottled, golden look to the egg 
(or try a couple of slices of 
beetroot for a different effect).

If you are not going to eat the 
egg afterwards you can decorate 
it with paint or felt tip pens. 
Painted eggs can look very 
special if, when the paint is dry, 
you stick on sequins and small 
beads. Rather than waste a 
perfectly good egg find out how 
to ‘blow’ the egg out of the shell 
– then you can eat the egg as 
well as having a perfect empty 
shell to decorate.

Why did the egg go into the 
jungle?

Because he wanted to be an 
eggs-plorer.
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Day Organisation Location Time Contact 

Sunday Sunday Worship Church 11.00am  Rev Mark Johnstone 

 Sunday School Church Halls 11.00am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 

 Seekers  11.00am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 

 Creche Church Halls 11.00am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 

 Fairtrade Stall Main Hall 12 noon Leslie Baird/Fiona Leishman 

 Badminton    

 Beginners Main Hall 4.30-5.30pm Trevor Patterson 

 Junior Main Hall 5.30-7.30pm Trevor Patterson 

 Senior Main Hall 7.30-9.30pm Liz Barrie 

 Youth Fellowship Mid Hall 7.30-9.30pm Lorna McCallum 

     

Monday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 

 Ladies Bowling Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Cathie Devine 

 Shipmates Main Hall 6-7pm Lindsey Campbell 

 BB Junior/Company Main/Mid Hall 6.45-8.30pm Garry Burns/Iain Hill 

 Men’s Club Main Hall 7.30-10pm Archie Smith 

     

Tuesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 

 WRVS Lunch Club Mid Hall 12.00-1.30pm Jane Hutchison 

 Ladies Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Doreen More 

 Badminton    

 Junior Main Hall 6-8pm Trevor Patterson 

 Senior Main Hall 8-10.30pm Liz Barrie 

 Prayer Time Session House 7-7.30pm Rev Katy Owen 

 Country Dancing Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Moira MacNeill 

     

Wednesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 

 Wednesday Welcome Session House 10-11.20am Mary Stirling 

 Wednesday Service Church 11.30-12noon Rev Mark Johnstone 

 Over 50s Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Anne Allan 

 Rainbows Mid Hall 6.30-7.30pm Agnes Marran 

 Brownies Main Hall 6.30-7.45pm Elizabeth Cousin 

 Vestry Church Vestry 7-9pm Church Office 

     

Thursday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 

 Flower Circle 

(Alternate Weeks) 

Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Elizabeth Walker 

     

Friday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 

 Listener’s Circle 

(Monthly) 

Session House 2-4pm  

 Guild Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Moira MacNeill 

 
JANUARY OFFERING    

     

 FREEWILL GIFT  OPEN STANDING 

DATE OFFERING AID PLATE ORDERS 

01.01.12   347.05 1278.50   48.00  

08.01.12   605.51   709.62 129.92  

15.01.12 1247.00   439.85   90.40  

22.01.12   539.16   511.60 143.65  

29.01.12   702.01   441.00   91.33  

Standing orders    3464.00 

TOTAL 3440.73 3380.57 503.30 3464.00 

     

Total for the Month 10788.60   

     

     

 

    


