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Dear Friends,

In this season of Advent we may 
begin to see the adventure of the 
Christmas story.

In our Christmas window at the 
rear east of the Church (ie Car Park 
side), you can see Mary, Joseph and 
Jesus.  On the side panels you find 
the shepherds on one side and the 
wise travellers on the other. The wise 
travellers are on horse-back, not on 
sedately moving camels you see on 
romantic Christmas cards. 

The wise men on horse-back 
suggests urgency. They are in a hurry 
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to see the child. Their encounter is not to be missed and 
cannot come quickly enough.

For many people Christmas cannot come quickly enough.  
There are so many things to do, too little time to do it, but 
when the day arrives it is finished, you have arrived. You 
cannot do anything about the things you have failed to do.

That may be one way of looking at it. However, perhaps the 
more informed way to view this journey towards Christmas 
and the celebration of Christ’s birth is with a careful pace.  
Taking our time.  Enjoying the journey. The wise men were in 
a hurry as their lives may have been in danger.

Advent is a waiting time. SO STOP! take stock and enjoy the 
season.  Try not to see it as a destination to be reached,  more a 
journey to be experienced and enjoyed.

Kindest regards and every blessing of the Season. 

From all at the Manse,
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Baptisms
‘Jesus said ‘Let the children come to me, for as such is the Kingdom of heaven’ . . . he 
placed his hand upon them and blessed them.'

Nov. 20 Brodie Scott West, son of Donna and Fraser
 27 Lily-Mae Pollock, daughter of Gillian and Jack  
  
The Lord bless you, and keep you: the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious unto you: the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace

Weddings
‘God is love and those who dwell in love dwell in God and God in them’
We celebrated the marriage of:

Nov. 11 Ann-Marie Doherty & Edward Adams  
 27 Adele Gallagher & Billy Watson 

Funerals
Jesus said ‘I am the resurrection and the life …’
‘Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted’
Jesus said ‘The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God’.

November 18  Shirley Wilson, 132 Hillhead Road,  Kirkintilloch
  22  William Cuzen,  Burnbrae Cottage,  Milton of Campsie
  25  Robert Drover,  Campsie View Care Home,  Kirkintilloch
  29 Mrs Margaret (Gretta) Young, Lillyburn Care Home,
   Milton of Campsie

Parish Register

Change of Address
Lauren Caven, formerly 58 Cairnview, Waterside now residing at 103 Ellisland, 
Kirkintilloch.

Fraser Leishman, formerly 28 Briar Road, Kirkintilloch now residing at 36 
Rockfield Downs, Rock Road, Armagh, Northern Ireland. 
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We wish to thank the following members who will donate the flowers for the 
Chancel of our Church during December and January. 

December 04 Mrs J. Reid, Mrs S. Gow                                                
 11 Mrs I Hay, Mrs N Marshall, Mrs R Downs
 18 Mrs E Kerr, Mr J Wilson
Christmas Eve  Mrs E Walker 
 25 Miss M Weir, Mrs R Bennie, Mrs L Brown
January 2017 01 E & C Kerr, Mrs J Finney, Mr G Fraser
 08 Mrs A Somerville, Mrs M Smith, Mrs M Girault,
  Mrs J Smith
 15 Mr Mrs D Burns, Miss J Provan, Mr Mrs J Cuthbertson
 22 Mrs S Burns, Mrs S Nicol, Mrs J Pearson
 29 Mrs J Cardwell, Mrs J Reid 
February 05 Mrs M Taylor, Mrs L Black                            

The following members, whom we wish to thank for their assistance, will be 
responsible for the distribution.

December  11/18 Mrs M Malcolm, Mrs J Kempsell 
  25   ) Mrs M Stirling
January 2017  01   ) Mrs V Carmichael
  08/15 Mrs M Hardie, Mrs S Nicol
  22/29 Mrs E Donnelly, Mrs M Gaston 
February  05/12 Mrs B Walker, Mrs J Reid 

Church Flowers

Listeners Circle

Listeners Circle on Friday 16 December in the Session 
House at 2.00pm will be a selection of Christmas 
music chosen by Moira Lawson.  Visitors are always 
welcome, especially at this festive season. You may 

even get a mince pie and slice of cake to accompany your cuppa in the 
interval. The first meeting of the New Year is Friday 20 January when the 
music presenters will be four Guild Ladies.

St Mary’s Flower Circle resumes on Thursday 29 September at 7.30 p.m.  They look forward to another 
session when they will learn more.  Please bring some greenery with you on this date. 
 
 

LISTENERS CIRCLE  
The first meeting of the new session will be on Friday 16 September at 2pm in the Session House.  Everyone 
is cordially invited to come along to hear ninety minutes of a wide range of music selected by Edith Dunn, 
with a break in the middle for tea and conversation.    
 

      The Guild 
The Guild commences their new Session on Friday 07 October.  Please note this year they will meet every 
second Friday.  All are welcome, including gentlemen, to come along and enjoy the fellowship and listen to 
a varied selection of topics throughout the Session year. 
End of Start dates 
 

 The Kirkintilloch Horticultural Society Annual Flower Show will be 
held in the Church Hall on Saturday 03 September from 1.30 – 3.30 p.m. 

ECO CHURCH 
SWIFT SURVEY SUMMER 2016 

In May of this year, at the time when swifts were arriving from Africa, Mugdock Country Park Rangers 
applied on our behalf to EDC Community Grant Scheme for a grant of £151. This was to fund the purchase 
of several pieces of equipment that, when assembled would relay recorded swift calls from the nesting boxes 
which had been installed last year. By mid-June we had secured the grant. To attract swifts searching for 
nesting sites a cleverly assembled assortment of electronic items were packed into a weather-proof chest. 
These included a 12 Volt Mobility Scooter Battery which connected to a 30 Watt Solar Panel. This powered 
an MP3 player which broadcast swift calls twice daily through a loud speaker. Whether we succeeded in 
attracting any swifts we cannot tell – what we need is a camera placed alongside the boxes!  

Our thanks to Malcolm Macewan, a Mugdock Country Park volunteer, who assembled and fitted the 
equipment. 

The equipment was removed on 8 August and will be stored until the swifts return next year.  

 

June McCann 
ECO Committee Member 
 
 



The Guild
The Guild meets every second Friday in the Lesser Hall at 7.30pm. 
The programme for January is as undernoted.

January 13 Robert Hamilton – Slides Presentation
 20 Christian Aid – Feeding theMinds,
  Lorna Hall (Project)

February 03 Jolly Beggars - Singing Group

Advance date for your diary – Guild Coffee Morning Saturday 18 
February 2017

St Mary’s Flower Circle resumes on Thursday 29 September at 7.30 p.m.  They look forward to another 
session when they will learn more.  Please bring some greenery with you on this date. 
 
 

LISTENERS CIRCLE  
The first meeting of the new session will be on Friday 16 September at 2pm in the Session House.  Everyone 
is cordially invited to come along to hear ninety minutes of a wide range of music selected by Edith Dunn, 
with a break in the middle for tea and conversation.    
 

      The Guild 
The Guild commences their new Session on Friday 07 October.  Please note this year they will meet every 
second Friday.  All are welcome, including gentlemen, to come along and enjoy the fellowship and listen to 
a varied selection of topics throughout the Session year. 
End of Start dates 
 

 The Kirkintilloch Horticultural Society Annual Flower Show will be 
held in the Church Hall on Saturday 03 September from 1.30 – 3.30 p.m. 

ECO CHURCH 
SWIFT SURVEY SUMMER 2016 

In May of this year, at the time when swifts were arriving from Africa, Mugdock Country Park Rangers 
applied on our behalf to EDC Community Grant Scheme for a grant of £151. This was to fund the purchase 
of several pieces of equipment that, when assembled would relay recorded swift calls from the nesting boxes 
which had been installed last year. By mid-June we had secured the grant. To attract swifts searching for 
nesting sites a cleverly assembled assortment of electronic items were packed into a weather-proof chest. 
These included a 12 Volt Mobility Scooter Battery which connected to a 30 Watt Solar Panel. This powered 
an MP3 player which broadcast swift calls twice daily through a loud speaker. Whether we succeeded in 
attracting any swifts we cannot tell – what we need is a camera placed alongside the boxes!  

Our thanks to Malcolm Macewan, a Mugdock Country Park volunteer, who assembled and fitted the 
equipment. 

The equipment was removed on 8 August and will be stored until the swifts return next year.  

 

June McCann 
ECO Committee Member 
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Thank You
Thank you acknowledgements have been received from the following people 
who received Chancel Flowers during the month of November.　
Mrs E Goodwin, Mrs M. Gaston, Mrs S. Robertson, Mrs M. Wallace, Ms J. 
Smith, Mrs M. Beattie, Mrs J. Clarke, Mrs R. Stevenson, J & I Black, Ishbel, 
David and Mark Whyte, Mrs E McLean, J & M Pears, Mr P. Malcolm, A & H 
Lynch, Mrs M. Beattie, Mrs M. MacNeill, Mrs C. Shaw.

I wish to thank our members who have given donations during the month 
of November.  To Anne Abercrombie for her generous donation and Mrs M. 
Maule for her donation in memory of her Mum, Mrs M. Cant.

Willie and I are blessed to have so many friends in St Mary’s Church who 
remembered us on our Golden Wedding Anniversary.  We thank all of you for 
the beautiful gifts and cards which we received on our special day.

Janice Reid

The Bells of St Mary’s
December 11 Dorothy Stewart and Cara Bevens
 18 Paul Malcolm and Cerys McCormack
 25 Angela Montgomerie and
  Karen McCallum
Jan. 2017 01 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans
 08 Linda Brown and Olivia Fotheringham
 15 Mary Stirling and Nikita Rayner
 22 Lisa and Daniel Malloy-Gibson
 29 Dorothy Stewart and Cara Bevens
February 05 Paul Malcolm and Cerys McCormack

  

Change of Address 

Mrs Isobel Hay, formerly 21 Regent Street now resident at 8 Northbank Avenue.   

Mary Middlemore, formerly 18 Kelvin Court now residing in Birdston Nursing Home. 

Mrs M Leishman, formerly 30 Blackthorn Avenue now residing in Rannoch Lodge Nursing Home, Condorrat. 

 
The Guild 

The Guild meets on Friday evenings in the Mid Hall at 7.30 p.m. and the programme for November and December is as 

under.  All are welcome, including gentlemen, to come along and enjoy the fellowship and listen to a varied selection of 

topics. 

  

November 06 Robert Hamilton – Scottish Selection 

13 David Whitton MSP 

20 An evening with John and Peter Douglas 

27 David Forsyth – Scottish Diaspora – Jock Thamson Abroad 

December 04 Amateur Theatre Guild (Open Night) 

  11  Christmas Dinner 

 

 

Bell Ringers Duty Rota 

 

November 01 Shona McKay and Gayle Johnstone 

  08 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans 

  15 Paul Malcolm and Ronald Black 

  22 Andrew and Fraser Leishman 

  29 Linda Brown and Lynsey Ferris 

December 06 Mary Stirling and Angela Montgomerie 

 

 

 

 
Prayer Secretary 

It is the time of year when we think of two young men, Guy Fawkes and Jesus Christ.  The first was a gullible person 

who attempted to blow up the Houses of Parliament (not really a Scottish problem at that time).  The second, who 

willingly accepted the cruellest of deaths for love of mankind.  We do not remember Jesus with noise and sparkle but 

quietly with bread and wine. 

 

The following is from pages 70 and 72 of 'Looking out the window' by David Award. 

 

Communion 

I love Communion.  I always have.  The sense of peace, the sense of wonder.  The opportunity to simply meditate on an 

amazing moment in history, on what has happened since, on the implications of everything.  It’s quite a feeling and never 

ceases to amaze me.  And it’s so wrapped up in what Sunday is all about.  A time of rest, of quiet.  A time to just relax a 

little, think about what’s going on, take stock of life. 

 

But Communion is more than that.  It’s about real communication, real meaning, a sense of depth to life.  It’s about 

refocusing yourself and what you’re about, looking at where you’re at with your life and God and perhaps readjusting 

your aim a little. 

 

And then there’s the moment when Jesus sat down with his friends and shared an evening and some bread and wine, 

trying to teach them something that perhaps even today we find difficult to grasp.  I know I still do, which is why when I 

take the bread and wine, my mind fills with wonder and a sense of peace that I always try to keep central to what I’m 

about.  It doesn’t always work, but it’s something to keep aiming for – real communion with God and with each other. 

 

I thank you, Lord,  

for being able to take part in Communion.  
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Wot – no figgy pudding?
No we will have no figgy pudding, but there will be a variety 
of other sweets as well as savouries at our Advent Lunch!  
There will also be lots of glad tidings of joy for you and 
your kin; (bring them along too.  The more the merrier.)  

Tickets for the lunch are already on sale after the church service in the halls.  Cost 
£1 plus a donation on the day.

Date of Lunch - Sunday 11th December after the service

The Guild meets every second Friday in the Lesser Hall at 7.30 p.m.  The programme for January is as 
undernoted. 
 
January 13 Robert Hamilton – Slides Presentation 
  20 Christian Aid – Feeding theMinds, Lorna Hall (Project) 
February 03 Jolly Beggars - Singing Group 
 
Advance date for your diary – Guild Coffee Morning Saturday 18 February 2017 
 

  The Bells of St Mary’s 
 
December 11 Dorothy Stewart and Cara Bevens 
  18 Paul Malcolm and Cerys McCormack 
  25 Angela Montgomerie and Karen McCallum 
January 2017 01 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans 
  08 Linda Brown and Olivia Fotheringham 
  15 Mary Stirling and Nikita Rayner 
  22 Lisa	and	Daniel	Malloy-Gibson 
  29 Dorothy Stewart and Cara Bevens 
February 05 Paul Malcolm and Cerys McCormack 
 
** 
 
 
 
                              Wot no figgy pudding? 
No we will have no figgy pudding, but there will be a variety of other sweets as well as 
savouries at our Advent Lunch!  There will also be lots of glad tidings of joy for you and  
your kin; (bring them along too.  The more the merrier.)   
Tickets for the lunch are already on sale after the church service in the halls.  Cost £1 plus  
a donation on the day. 
Date of Lunch - Sunday 11th December after the service 
** 
The Parishioner 
The next issue will be February 2017 and copy for this should be handed to Sandra Burns, left in the 
Publications pigeon hole in the Hall vestibule or sent by e-mail to sandraburns.me@gmail.com no later than 
Sunday 29 January.  With continued thanks to those who make donations towards the cost of producing the 
magazine.  The Publications Committee take this opportunity of wishing everyone a lovely Christmas and 
Happy New Year.  Personal thanks from the Editor to all involved who give of their time every month 
assisting in the production of the magazine and keeping the Website up-to-date. 
 
Organisations Accounts/Auditors 
Will treasurers of all organisations please ensure that a copy of their annual audited accounts are passed to 
the Treasurer or Finance Convenor no later than 31st March, 2017. These accounts will be made up to their 
year end falling into the year to 31 December 2016. 
The members of the Finance Committee who have volunteered to act as auditors for the church organisations 
are Jim More, John Pears, Gordon Sinclair, Lewis Wilson and Hugh Biggans. 
 
 
Session Report 

The Parishioner
The next issue will be February 2017 and copy for this should be handed 
to Sandra Burns, left in the Publications pigeon hole in the Hall vestibule 
or sent by e-mail to sandraburns.me@gmail.com no later than Sunday 

29 January.  With continued thanks to those who make donations towards 
the cost of producing the magazine.  The Publications Committee take this 
opportunity of wishing everyone a lovely Christmas and Happy New Year.  
Personal thanks from the Editor to all involved who give of their time every 
month assisting in the production of the magazine and keeping the Website 

up-to-date.

Visitors are welcome 
St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always welcome.  If 
you feel there should be more to life than retail therapy and Friday night 
clubbing, try coming along to the 11 o’clock service on Sunday morning.  
You may hear something to change how you value your life and your 
relationships with those around you.  You don’t have to join up to join in.

The Church office is located on the right as you enter the Church Halls.  
The secretary, Mrs Lynn Hay, is available in the office Monday to Friday 
9.15 a.m. – 12.15 a.m. and may be the first point of contact for general 
enquiries.  Lynn will be able to refer you to the person best suited to 
respond.  Church office telephone 0141 775 1166 or e-mail: office.
stmarys@btconnect.com



Session Report
Our last Kirk Session Meeting took place on Wednesday 9th November.
Reports were received from the various committees, outlining some of the 
activities that we have been engaged in over the past couple of months.
One of the conversations at our meeting related to problems with the Church 
heating – our Fabric Convenor, David Tinto advised us that a fault had developed 
in one of the boilers and we are currently waiting on replacement parts to get 
things back in full working order.
It must be related to the cold weather, but only a week or so later, the heating in 
the halls failed. This was a bit more serious as we have no back up facilities and 
due to the age of the boiler, it took a few days to confirm the fault and source the 
replacement parts that were needed.
Our apologies if you were one of the organisations impacted, as the halls were 
effectively closed for a couple of days.  However, I am pleased to report that the 
boiler is back to full working order and hopefully able to see us through the 
winter.
The progress of the Special Project and the planned roof repairs is a standing item 
on our Session Meeting agendas.
A detailed update has been available at the Church door over the last few weeks, 
but it is fair to say we are still making progress towards a start on site in the early 
part of 2017.
We have agreed the scope and cost for the work to be undertaken - a key activity 
now is the second stage application to the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF).  For 
our project to progress, the funding from HLF is essential.  Our application was 
submitted in November and we now need to await the outcome of that process 
before the project can move forward.
Whilst there will still be a great deal to do in the coming weeks and months, I 
would like to express our gratitude to the team of folks that have been working 
hard on our behalf in order to get us to this stage.
I have no doubt that as we enter the Advent season, it will be a very busy time, 
both at home and at Church. I would like to thank everyone for their continued 
support of the various activities we are engaged in at this time of year.
On behalf of the Kirk Session, I would like to wish you and your families a very 
happy and peaceful Christmas and our very best wishes for the New Year.

Gordon Morrison, Session Clerk
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Organisations Accounts / Auditors
Will treasurers of all organisations please ensure that a copy of their annual 
audited accounts are passed to the Treasurer or Finance Convenor no later than 
31st March, 2017. These accounts will be made up to their year end falling into 
the year to 31 December 2016.
The members of the Finance Committee who have volunteered to act as auditors 
for the church organisations are Jim More, John Pears, Gordon Sinclair, Lewis 
Wilson and Hugh Biggans.
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Remember . . .
A roof is for life not just Christmas

In the run up to Christmas we decorated the church, sang 
carols, drunk mulled wine, gave presents and raised money 
for the roof but even in January it is not all over -  we still 
need a roof. 
Spring will be coming soon however and it will be time for 
longer days, warmer weather, the beginning of the  roof 
replacement and most importantly a new wardrobe.  The 

first two will follow the natural order of things as they have for most of the 
past 460,000,000,000 years. The second two are in our own hands however 
and we multi task and help both at the same time.  Look for your new 
spring wardrobe at the fashion show being held in the church halls on 
Friday 27th January, all profits will go for the roof.  We will start at 7.30pm 
and the tickets will cost £5.  Your ticket will include tea/coffee and cake and 
will be on sale from Sunday 1st January 2017 in the church halls.

Lodging House Mission
Lodging House Mission are looking for congregations to directly support 
them by arranging a team of volunteers to allow the service to operate on 
Saturdays.  They need four people from 9am-3pm to volunteer with a 
LHM staff member who will be responsible for the overall running of the 
day.  The six hours per person can be shared by two people who choose to 
split the hours or it can be one person; that is a choice for congregations to 
make.  If this is an opportunity that any of you would like to know more 
about, please contact me.

Gordon Morrison, Session Clerk

Website
The group formed to look at the development of our web site continues 
to meet. It is still the intention that additional people will be brought on 
board as and when the need arises.
We have had a limited response to our survey, which was launched in 
September.  We hope to encourage more responses, so that the views we 
collate are more representative of the whole congregation.  If you have not 
already taken the opportunity to respond, I would strongly encourage you 
to do so over the next couple of weeks.  Surveys can be completed on line 
or in paper format.  

Our last Kirk Session Meeting took place on Wednesday 9th November. 
Reports were received from the various committees, outlining some of the activities that we have been 
engaged in over the past couple of months. 
One of the conversations at our meeting related to problems with the Church heating – our Fabric Convenor, 
David Tinto advised us that a fault had developed in one of the boilers and we are currently waiting on 
replacement parts to get things back in full working order. 
It must be related to the cold weather, but only a week or so later, the heating in the halls failed. This was a 
bit more serious as we have no back up facilities and due to the age of the boiler, it took a few days to 
confirm the fault and source the replacement parts that were needed. 
Our apologies if you were one of the organisations impacted, as the halls were effectively closed for a 
couple of days.  However, I am pleased to report that the boiler is back to full working order and hopefully 
able to see us through the winter. 
The progress of the Special Project and the planned roof repairs is a standing item on our Session Meeting 
agendas. 
A detailed update has been available at the Church door over the last few weeks, but it is fair to say we are 
still making progress towards a start on site in the early part of 2017. 
We have agreed the scope and cost for the work to be undertaken - a key activity now is the second stage 
application to the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF).  For our project to progress, the funding from HLF is 
essential.  Our application was submitted in November and we now need to await the outcome of that 
process before the project can move forward. 
Whilst there will still be a great deal to do in the coming weeks and months, I would like to express our 
gratitude to the team of folks that have been working hard on our behalf in order to get us to this stage. 
I have no doubt that as we enter the Advent season, it will be a very busy time, both at home and at Church. 
I would like to thank everyone for their continued support of the various activities we are engaged in at this 
time of year. 
On behalf of the Kirk Session, I would like to wish you and your families a very happy and peaceful 
Christmas and our very best wishes for the New Year. 
Gordon Morrison 
Session Clerk 
 
VISITORS ARE WELCOME 
St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always welcome.  If you feel there should be more to life 
than retail therapy and Friday night clubbing, try coming along to the 11 o’clock service on Sunday 
morning.  You may hear something to change how you value your life and your relationships with those 
around you.  You don’t have to join up to join in. 
 
The Church office is located on the right as you enter the Church Halls.  The secretary, Mrs Lynn Hay, is 
available in the office Monday to Friday 9.15 a.m. – 12.15 a.m. and may be the first point of contact for 
general enquiries.  Lynn will be able to refer you to the person best suited to respond.  Church office 
telephone 0141 775 1166 or e-mail: office.stmarys@btconnect.com 
 
** 
 
 
 
 
                   Remember ………. 
                A roof is for life not just Christmas 
In the run up to Christmas we decorated the church, sang carols, drunk mulled wine, gave 
presents and raised money for the roof but even in January it is not all over -  we still need a 
roof.  
Spring will be coming soon however and it will be time for longer days, warmer weather, the 
beginning of the  roof replacement and most importantly a new wardrobe.  The first two will 
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The following are extracts from letters received following our Harvest 
donations.

Christian Aid
Dear Mrs Owen,
Many thanks for your kind donation of £1692.77 on 18 October 2016 
towards the work of Christian Aid.  Your response to our emergency appeal 
is greatly appreciated.

Currently, 6.5 million people in Malawi are going hungry, more than the 
total population of Scotland.  Drought, erratic rainfall and devastating 
floods have led to a life-threatening situation.  Harvests have failed and 
prices have soared. In the hardest-hit communities, desperate parents, 
whose crops were nearly ready for harvest, are cooking whatever they 
can find so that their hungry families have something to eat. As ever, it 
is the youngest, oldest and the vulnerable who suffer most. Hundreds of 
thousands of pregnant women, breastfeeding mothers and young children 
are at particular risk of malnutrition.

Yours sincerely
Diana Cameron

Regional Support Officer

Lodging House Mission
Dear Congregation
Many thanks once again for donating your Harvest Gifts to us here at the 
Lodging House Mission.

We are very blessed to have so many churches individuals and other 
organisations supporting us by donating food, not only at harvest time, but 
throughout the year as well.  Many thanks too for those who raise funds 
for us.  We value every contribution that is made and would like to reassure 
you that whatever we receive is always wisely used.

Yours sincerely
Gus McKay
(Chaplain)

Harvest Donations
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Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus
The teacher asked her Sunday School class to draw pictures of their 
favourite Bible story. She was puzzled by Kate’s picture, which showed 
four people on an airplane. She asked her which story it was meant to 
represent. “The Flight to Egypt,” was her reply. 
Pointing at each figure, the teacher ventured: “That must be Mary, Joseph, 
and Baby Jesus. But who’s the fourth person?” 
“Oh,” explained Kate happily, “that’s Pontius - the pilot!” 

Christmas Prayer
Father,
Thank you for creating us and for loving us so much that you sent Jesus to 
become one of us and to be our way to you. This Christmas may we know 
the love, peace, comfort and joy that only you can give, no matter what our 
circumstances. And may we reflect your light and love in this dark world 
to bring glory to you. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Thanks
“Thanks very much for the beautiful jumper,” said Charles, kissing his 
grandmother dutifully on the cheek. 
“Oh, there’s nothing to thank me for,” she murmured.
“That’s what I thought, but Mum said I had to.”

Hope for the best
The grandson had just taken a photograph of his ancient grandmother 
who’d come to stay for Christmas and was celebrating her 89th birthday 
the same day. “Grannie, I sure hope I’m around next year to photograph 
you on your 90th birthday,” he said.
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Treasurer’s Report
OCTOBER OFFERING

 
When gentlemen of the road call, before you open the door, make a series of very audible commands that 
imply you are restraining a ravenous beast. That your ravenous beast is smiling and tail-wagging, is 
irrelevant. It will make your caller hesitate to ring the bell another time. 
 
Dogs also provide an excellent excuse for terminating endless meetings, overlong phone calls, parish socials 
and even visits to the bishop. Even the hardest of hearts cannot stop you from dashing home to give your pet 
a toilet break, much, of course, as you would like to continue enjoying yourself with whoever it is you are 
obliged to flee from.  
 
But do not take them to your church council meetings. When difficult decisions have to be made, you can 
never rely on them voting the way you want. My Labrador will wag her tail and agree with anyone. 
 
Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 

Treasurer’s Report 

    OCTOBER OFFERING 
   

     
 

FREEWILL GIFT  OPEN STANDING 
DATE OFFERING AID PLATE ORDERS 

02.10.16 401.50 441.80 72.00 
 09.10.16 282.50 382.40 195.78 
 16.10.16 494.00 542.30 191.16 
 23.10.16 327.00 292.05 97.93 
 30.10.16 478.50 485.50 216.91 
 Standing orders 

   
3620.00 

TOTAL     1983.50  2144.05 773.78 3620.00 

     Total for the Month 8521.33 
  

     
     RECEIPTS AND DONATIONS Received During October 

 with thanks and gratitude for your consideration of our Church  
 Bequest from the estate of The Late Mrs Elizabeth (Betty) Hill 1000.00 

Roof Fund 
   

100.00 
Fabric Fund 

   
10.00 

Roof Fund from Kirkie Mile Crunchers Running/Walking Group 1000.00 
 

    
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

    
     

    
 
    

 
When gentlemen of the road call, before you open the door, make a series of very audible commands that 
imply you are restraining a ravenous beast. That your ravenous beast is smiling and tail-wagging, is 
irrelevant. It will make your caller hesitate to ring the bell another time. 
 
Dogs also provide an excellent excuse for terminating endless meetings, overlong phone calls, parish socials 
and even visits to the bishop. Even the hardest of hearts cannot stop you from dashing home to give your pet 
a toilet break, much, of course, as you would like to continue enjoying yourself with whoever it is you are 
obliged to flee from.  
 
But do not take them to your church council meetings. When difficult decisions have to be made, you can 
never rely on them voting the way you want. My Labrador will wag her tail and agree with anyone. 
 
Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 

Treasurer’s Report 

    OCTOBER OFFERING 
   

     
 

FREEWILL GIFT  OPEN STANDING 
DATE OFFERING AID PLATE ORDERS 

02.10.16 401.50 441.80 72.00 
 09.10.16 282.50 382.40 195.78 
 16.10.16 494.00 542.30 191.16 
 23.10.16 327.00 292.05 97.93 
 30.10.16 478.50 485.50 216.91 
 Standing orders 

   
3620.00 

TOTAL     1983.50  2144.05 773.78 3620.00 

     Total for the Month 8521.33 
  

     
     RECEIPTS AND DONATIONS Received During October 

 with thanks and gratitude for your consideration of our Church  
 Bequest from the estate of The Late Mrs Elizabeth (Betty) Hill 1000.00 

Roof Fund 
   

100.00 
Fabric Fund 

   
10.00 

Roof Fund from Kirkie Mile Crunchers Running/Walking Group 1000.00 
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St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren

I am absolutely delighted to hear 
that you are getting a dog. But be 
careful which variety you choose. 
First, your dog must be something 
substantial, but not prone to fighting 
or making amorous advances towards 
parishioners’ dogs. A mongrel may be 
all very well for you as a curate, but 
think to the future when you are an 
incumbent. Get a pedigree. It sets a 
better tone at the Rectory. 

It should also be a breed that sheds 
hair copiously, which should deter 
your more fastidious parishioners 
from bothering you at home. If it 
also drools, that is a bonus. I would 
recommend you do not get a sheepdog. 
They become neurotic trying to round 
everyone up as they roam round your 
lawn at the annual Summer Fete. 

It can be quite useful giving your dog 
a name that - naturally, by coincidence 
- is remarkably similar to that of an 
awkward parishioner. Being able 
to bawl out commands to “come”, 
“sit”, and “stop that”, along with the 
pet’s name, can be cathartic to you, 
salutary to the parishioner concerned 
and instructive to the rest of your 
congregation.

Dogs keep every confidence you tell 
them, are infinitely sympathetic when 
you moan about the flower arrangers, 
and make an excellent audience when 

you rehearse your Sunday sermon 
on them. Just like my parishioners, 
my Labrador gives me a look of well-
meaning incomprehension as I get 
underway, and within minutes slips 
into a peaceful doze, which continues 
until my sermon concludes. 

When gentlemen of the road call, 
before you open the door, make a 
series of very audible commands that 
imply you are restraining a ravenous 
beast. That your ravenous beast is 
smiling and tail-wagging, is irrelevant. 
It will make your caller hesitate to ring 
the bell another time.

Dogs also provide an excellent excuse 
for terminating endless meetings, 
overlong phone calls, parish socials 
and even visits to the bishop. Even the 
hardest of hearts cannot stop you from 
dashing home to give your pet a toilet 
break, much, of course, as you would 
like to continue enjoying yourself 
with whoever it is you are obliged to 
flee from. 

But do not take them to your church 
council meetings. When difficult 
decisions have to be made, you can 
never rely on them voting the way 
you want. My Labrador will wag her 
tail and agree with anyone.

Your loving uncle, Eustace

The Rectory . . .
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NATIVITY PLAY 
To see the story of the first 
Christmas through the eyes of 
little children makes it fresh and 
new. I like the story of the little 
boy who so wanted to be Joseph 
but was picked as the inn keeper 
instead. All went well until the 
nativity play started and Mary 
and Joseph arrived at the inn. 
The boy playing the innkeeper 
greeted them with ‘Come in 
Mary love, there’s plenty of room 
for you, but Joseph can get lost!’ 

Mary may insist that her teddy is 
the Baby Jesus, the angels may 
trip over their robes made from 
sheets, but every nativity play 
shows the wonder of the story of 
the first Christmas when the son 
of God was born a baby, like us. 
Tea towels used as shepherd’s 
headdresses and angels’ haloes 
made from wire coat hangers 
only serve to underline the 
humanity of it all. A baby born in 
a stable – a simple story that 
changes the world.  

LOTS OF LOVE  
Time to make some Christmas 
decorations? Cut out two shapes 
like the pattern below, one in red 
card, one in green card. Don’t 
forget to cut the slits. 

 
Interlock the 2 
shapes by 
weaving the 
strips under 
and over their 
opposite 
colour. This will give you a heart 
shape. Use a little glue to hold 
them together if needed. Punch 
a hole in the top at the centre 
and thread with cord to hang 
your decoration. You can make 
lots in different colours and 
decorate them with sequins or 
stickers too. Nice symbols of 
love to decorate your Christmas. 

 
The Cat's Christmas Hymns:  

Oh, Come All Ye Fishful 
Silent Mice 

Joy to the Curled 
The First Meow 



Across
1  ‘The blind receive sight, the — 

walk’ (Luke 7:22) (4) 
3  Got (Philippians 3:12) (8) 
8  Leave out (Jeremiah 26:2) (4) 
9  Castigated for using dishonest 

scales (Hosea 12:7) (8) 
11 Weighty (1 John 5:3) (10)
14 ‘Now the serpent was more — 

than any of the wild animals 
the Lord God had made’ 
(Genesis 3:1) (6)

15 ‘Those controlled by the 
sinful nature cannot — God’ 
(Romans 8:8) (6)

17 Because Israel lacked one 
of these, tools had to be 
sharpened by the Philistines (1 
Samuel 13:19) (10)

20 In his vision of the two eagles 
and the vine, this is how 
Ezekiel described the latter 
(Ezekiel 17:8) (8)

21 Rite (anag.) (4) 
22 Nine gigs (anag.) (8) 
23 ‘The eye cannot say to the — , “I don’t 

need you”’ (1 Corinthians 12:21) (4)

Down
1  ‘Flee for your lives! Don’t — — , and 

don’t stop anywhere in the plain!’ 
(Genesis 19:17) (4,4)

2  Principal thoroughfare (Numbers 20:19) 
(4,4) 

4  ‘The tax collector... beat his — and said, 
“God have mercy on me, a sinner”’ 
(Luke 18:13) (6) 

5  ‘The zeal of the Lord Almighty will — 
this’ (2 Kings 19:31) (10) 

6  ‘The day of the Lord is — for all nations’ 
(Obadiah 15) (4) 

7  Specified day (Acts 21:26) (4) 
10 Deadly epidemic (Deuteronomy 32:24) 

(10) 

12 Roman Catholic church which has 
special ceremonial rights (8) 

13 Tied up (2 Kings 7:10) (8) 
16 In his speech to the Sanhedrin, Stephen 

described Moses as ‘powerful in 
speech and — ’ (Acts 7:22) (6) 

18 ‘Although he did not remove the high 
places, — heart was fully committed to 
the Lord all his life’ (1 Kings 15:14) (4) 

19 Tribe (Deuteronomy 29:18) (4)

ANSWERS AT FOOT OF PAGE

Crossword
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ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH ORGANISATIONS	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

For further information on any of the above – 

Please contact the Church Office on 

0141 775 1166 or email: office.stmarys@btconnect.com 

Contact list 
2013.14 

Organisation Location Time Contact 

Sunday Sunday Worship Church 11am  Rev Mark Johnstone 
 Kidz Zone Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
 Seekers  11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
 Creche Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
 Fairtrade Stall Main Hall 12 noon Leslie Baird/Fiona Leishman 
 Badminton    
 Beginners Main Hall 4.30-5.30pm Trevor Patterson 
 Junior Main Hall 5.30-7.30pm Trevor Patterson 
 Senior Main Hall 7.30-9.30pm Liz Barrie 
     
     
Monday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
 Ladies Bowling Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Cathie Devine 
 BB Shipmates Main Hall 6-7pm Lindsey Campbell 
 BB Junior/Company Main/Mid Hall 6.45-8.30pm Garry Burns/Iain Hill 
 Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown/Jean Ralph 
 Men’s Club Main Hall 7.30-10pm Archie Smith 
     
Tuesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
 Ladies Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Doreen More 
 Badminton    
 Junior Main Hall 6-8pm Trevor Patterson 
 Senior Main Hall 8-10.30pm Liz Barrie 
 Prayer Time Meeting Place 7-7.30pm Rev Katy Owen 
 Country Dancing Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Moira MacNeill 
     
Wednesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
 Wednesday Welcome Session House 10-11.20am Mary Stirling 
 Wednesday Service Church 11.30-12noon Rev Mark Johnstone 
 Over 50’s Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Anne Allan 
 Rainbows Mid Hall 6.30-7.30pm Agnes Marran 
 Brownies Main Hall 6.30-7.45pm Elizabeth Cousin 
 Vestry Church Vestry 7-9pm Church Office 
 Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown/Jean Ralph 
 Trefoil Guild 

(monthly) 
Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Edith Dunn 

     
Thursday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
 Flower Circle 

(Alternate Weeks) 
Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Elizabeth Walker 

     
Friday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Janet Brady 
 Listener’s Circle 

(Monthly) 
Session House 
(church) 

2-4pm Robert Dewar 

 Guild Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Moira MacNeill 

Wear out 
Three little boys were bragging about how tough they were.  "I'm so tough," said the first boy, "that I can wear 
out a pair of shoes in a week."   "Well," said the second little boy, "I'm so tough, I can wear out a pair of jeans 
in a day."    
 
"That's nothing," said the third boy. "When my parents take me to see my grandma and grandpa, I can wear 
them out in just one hour."  

Jim – the following to replace the one already in Magazine please. 

 
The Rectory 
St. James the Least 
 
My dear Nephew Darren   
I am afraid we will never agree about the appropriate length of sermons. Your 50 minute exposition on the 
theology of St. Paul concerning women wearing hats in church is, I am sure, of real interest to you. But as your 

Contact list 
2016.17 

Organisation Location Time Contact 

Sunday Sunday Worship Church 11am  Rev Mark Johnstone 
 Kidz Zone Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
 Seekers  11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
 Creche Church Halls 11am Elaine Stevens/Louise Barry 
 Fairtrade Stall Main Hall 12 noon Leslie Baird/Fiona Leishman 
 Badminton - Senior Main Hall 7.30-10pm Liz Barrie 
     
     
Monday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne MacDonald 
 Ladies Bowling Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Cathie Devine 
 BB Shipmates Main Hall 6-7pm Lindsey Campbell 
 BB Junior Main/Mid Hall 6.45-8.30pm Garry Burns 
 Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown 
     
Tuesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne MacDonald 
 Ladies Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Doreen More 
 Badminton - Senior Main Hall 8-10.30pm Liz Barrie 
 Prayer Time Meeting Place 7-7.30pm Rev Katy Owen 
 Country Dancing Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Moira MacNeill 
     
Wednesday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne MacDonald 
 Wednesday Welcome Session House 10-11.20am Mary Stirling 
 Wednesday Service Church 11.30-12noon Rev Mark Johnstone 
 Over 50’s Badminton Main Hall 1.30-3.30pm Anne Allan 
 Rainbows Mid Hall 6.30-7.30pm Janet Millin 
 Brownies Main Hall 6.30-7.45pm Emma Hart 
 Vestry Church Vestry 7-9pm Church Office 
 Running/Walking Club Session House 7pm Bob Brown 
 Guides Main Hall 7.30-9.30pm Lucy McCallum 
 Trefoil Guild 

(monthly) 
Mid Hall 7.45-10pm Edith Dunn 

     
Thursday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne MacDonald 
 Flower Circle 

(Alternate Weeks) 
Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Elizabeth Walker 

     
Friday Nursery Church Halls 8.30-11.45am Joanne MacDonald 
 Listener’s Circle 

(Monthly) 
Session House 
(church) 

2-4pm Robert Dewar 

 Guild (Alternate 
Weeks) 

Mid Hall 7.30-9pm Moira MacNeill 
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