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Pastoral Letter
September 2013

Dear Friends,

The Edinburgh International 
festival will soon be coming to an 
end.  The streets of the Capital 
have been overrun by performers, 
those handing out leaflets and 
tourists.  Those who live and work 
in the city may enjoy the buzz 
the festival brings, but they may 
struggle a little to get their daily 
work done.  Walking along Princes 
Street is no easy task.

The variety of performers, the 
colour and the bustle make for a 
very dynamic experience.

This year I had the opportunity 
to see a friend perform.  He 
was performing ‘Stand-Up 
Comedy’ at the Bee Hive in the 
Grassmarket in Edinburgh.  It is a 
daunting experience, one man, a 
microphone and his audience. He 
was very funny and soon had the 
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audience in stitches with his comical observations and 
quick wit.

As my friend’s run at the festival was about to begin he 
was interviewed on Radio Scotland.    Jackie Bird came 
to his place of work and conducted an interview under 
the title ‘Secret Identity’.  The ‘Secret’ my friend keeps 
when performing his ‘Stand Up Act’ -- is that by night he 
is a performer at the festival -- by day he is a Church of 
Scotland Minister.

One of the first things Jackie Bird confessed in the 
interview was that my friend didn’t look like a Minister. I 
think he was relieved.

How often do we express an opinion, make a judgement 
or pursue a course of action when all of the facts are 
‘Hidden’ from us.

In 1 Samuel 16:7 it says

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his 
appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The 
Lord does not look at the things people look at. People 
look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at 
the heart.”

Yours
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Parish Register
Baptisms
‘Jesus said ‘Let the children come to me, for as such is the Kingdom of 
heaven’ . . . he placed his hand upon them and blessed them.'

June 09 Sophie Susan, daughter of Stuart and Alison Fox
  Brodie Crawford, son of Stephen and Kirstie Wilkes
July 07 Carly, daughter of James and Tanya Murray
 28 Ruiradh John, son of Christopher and Leanne Weir

The Lord bless you, and keep you: the Lord make his face to shine upon you, 
and be gracious unto you: the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and 
give you peace

Funerals
‘Jesus said 'I am the resurrection and the life . . .'
'Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted'
'Jesus said ‘The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God.'

June  15 Walter Neilson, 22 Rowan Avenue,
   Milton of Campsie
July  11 Mrs Janice Leach, 10 Antonine, Kirkintilloch
  31 James Macaulay, 56 Gallowhill Road,
   Kirkintilloch
August  14 David McClement, 65 Westergreens Avenue,
   Kirkintilloch 
  17 Mrs E Glass, 22 Kelvin Drive, Kirkintilloch
  19 Samuel McBurnie, Campsie View Nursing
   Home, Kirkintilloch

‘God is love and those who dwell in love dwell in God and God in them’
We celebrated the marriage of:

June  08 David Wilson and Heather Surgeon
   Jennifer Chalmers and Ian Davidson

Weddings
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Church Flowers
We wish to thank the following members who will donate the flowers 
for the chancel of our Church during September.

September 01 Mrs J. Thomson, Mrs M. Clarkson, Mrs M.Wilson,
  Mrs V. Hogg
 08  Mrs G. Watson Mrs J. Stewart Mrs D. McMillan,
  Mrs R Stevenson
 15  Mrs M. Glennie, Mr H. Biggans, Miss J. Currie,
  Mrs B. Little, The Fisher Family
 22 Mrs A. Differ, Mrs C. Devine, Mrs J. Bett,
  Mr M. Miller, J. & A. Marran, Mrs B Cowie
 29 Mrs I. McCrae, Mrs M. Wilson, Mrs J. Nicol,
  Mrs M. Burns, Mrs J. McKean
October 06  Mrs V. Anderson, Mrs M. Malcolm, Mrs E. Cowie,
  Mrs E. Henderson

The following members, whom we wish to thank for their assistance, 
will be responsible for distribution.

September   01 Mrs R Poynton, Mrs E Walker
 08/15  Mrs J. Meggatt, Mrs M McMurrough
 22/29 Mrs V. Carmichael, Mrs M. Stirling 
October 06/13 Mrs B. McMillan, Mrs J Smith

The Bells of St Mary’s
September 01 James Paterson and
   Janet Millin 
  08 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans
  15 Linda Brown and Jean Ralph
  22 Angela Montgomerie and Mary Stirling  
  29 Lisa Thomson and Karen Morrison
October  06 Paul Malcolm and Dorothy Stewart

  

Change of Address 

Mrs Isobel Hay, formerly 21 Regent Street now resident at 8 Northbank Avenue.   

Mary Middlemore, formerly 18 Kelvin Court now residing in Birdston Nursing Home. 

Mrs M Leishman, formerly 30 Blackthorn Avenue now residing in Rannoch Lodge Nursing Home, Condorrat. 

 
The Guild 

The Guild meets on Friday evenings in the Mid Hall at 7.30 p.m. and the programme for November and December is as 

under.  All are welcome, including gentlemen, to come along and enjoy the fellowship and listen to a varied selection of 

topics. 

  

November 06 Robert Hamilton – Scottish Selection 

13 David Whitton MSP 

20 An evening with John and Peter Douglas 

27 David Forsyth – Scottish Diaspora – Jock Thamson Abroad 

December 04 Amateur Theatre Guild (Open Night) 

  11  Christmas Dinner 

 

 

Bell Ringers Duty Rota 

 

November 01 Shona McKay and Gayle Johnstone 

  08 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans 

  15 Paul Malcolm and Ronald Black 

  22 Andrew and Fraser Leishman 

  29 Linda Brown and Lynsey Ferris 

December 06 Mary Stirling and Angela Montgomerie 

 

 

 

 
Prayer Secretary 

It is the time of year when we think of two young men, Guy Fawkes and Jesus Christ.  The first was a gullible person 

who attempted to blow up the Houses of Parliament (not really a Scottish problem at that time).  The second, who 

willingly accepted the cruellest of deaths for love of mankind.  We do not remember Jesus with noise and sparkle but 

quietly with bread and wine. 

 

The following is from pages 70 and 72 of 'Looking out the window' by David Award. 

 

Communion 

I love Communion.  I always have.  The sense of peace, the sense of wonder.  The opportunity to simply meditate on an 

amazing moment in history, on what has happened since, on the implications of everything.  It’s quite a feeling and never 

ceases to amaze me.  And it’s so wrapped up in what Sunday is all about.  A time of rest, of quiet.  A time to just relax a 

little, think about what’s going on, take stock of life. 

 

But Communion is more than that.  It’s about real communication, real meaning, a sense of depth to life.  It’s about 

refocusing yourself and what you’re about, looking at where you’re at with your life and God and perhaps readjusting 

your aim a little. 

 

And then there’s the moment when Jesus sat down with his friends and shared an evening and some bread and wine, 

trying to teach them something that perhaps even today we find difficult to grasp.  I know I still do, which is why when I 

take the bread and wine, my mind fills with wonder and a sense of peace that I always try to keep central to what I’m 

about.  It doesn’t always work, but it’s something to keep aiming for – real communion with God and with each other. 

 

I thank you, Lord,  

for being able to take part in Communion.  
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Thank You . . .
Thank you letters are acknowledged from the following who received 
chancel flowers during the summer months. 
Mrs I Anderson, Mrs M Given, Miss I. Thomson, Mrs H. Campbell, 
Mrs M. Welsh, Mrs E. Byrne, Mrs M. Smith, Mrs M Macintosh, Mrs S. 
Robertson, Dr D. Primrose, Mrs A. Cunningham, Miss D. Brown,
Mr Mrs I. Devine, Mrs M. Walmsley, Mrs J. Robertson, Mrs E. Goodwin, 
Mr Mrs H. Lynch, Mrs M. Fyfe, Mrs K. Storey, Mrs J. Thomson, Mrs J. 
Allan, Mrs M. Wilson, Mrs J. Campbell, Isobel, David, Mark and Stuart 
Whyte, Mrs C. Devine, Mr Mrs A. MacNeill, Mrs V. Lindsay, Mrs B. Hill, 
Mrs R. Fitzpatrick, Mrs A. Dickinson, Mrs J. Stirling, Mrs E. Walker, Mrs 
M. MacRae, R. & H. Campbell, Mrs I. Kennedy, Mrs B. Beith, Mrs M. Bett, 
Mrs M. Henderson, Mrs C. Smith, Mrs A. Scott, Fiona Cruickshanks, 
Mary Macintosh, Miss J. Provan, Mrs E Philip, Sandra Wylie, Mr Mrs A 
McNamee, The Bevens family, Mr A MacNeill.

Many thanks to everyone who donated towards the Chancel flowers 
during the months of June, July and August.

On behalf of the congregation of St. Mary’s Church, I would like to 
thank Sandra Wylie for all the years that she has arranged the church 
flowers which enhanced the sanctuary on a Sunday morning.  Sandra 
originally started assisting with the flowers under the guidance of 
Helen Campbell and carried on, on her own, when Helen retired.  It is 
with regret that, due to failing health, she has decided to retire this 
summer.  We wish her a long and happy retirement.
Unfortunately, Sandra leaves a gap in our flower arranging team, and 
therefore we are looking for any volunteers in our congregation who 
would be willing to come along and help with the church flowers. 
This would be on a rota basis, depending on how many people wish 
to assist. It is not an arduous task and gives great pleasure to all who 
worship on a Sunday and then receive them after the service each 
week.  Please contact Janice Reid, Elizabeth Walker or Garry Burns.

Janice Reid
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St Mary’s Nursery School
St. Mary’s Nursery School thanks all those who collected Tesco and 
Sainsbury’s vouchers on their behalf.   These have now been sent off 
with orders for new resources.  Thank you again for your support.

VISITORS ARE WELCOME 
Copy for the October magazine should be handed to Sandra Burns, 
left in the Publications pigeon hole in the Hall vestibule, or sent 
by e-mail to sandraburns@ntlworld.com no later than Sunday 29 
September.

The Publications Committee are always interested in the activities 
of all our Organisations, especially the young people of Church, so if 
you wish your voice to be heard, or have something you would like 
published in The Parishioner, please let the Editor know.  

The Parishioner
St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always 
welcome.  If you feel there should be more to life than retail 
therapy and Friday night clubbing, try coming along to the 11 
o’clock service on Sunday morning.  You may hear something 
to change how you value your life and your relationships with 
those around you.  You don’t have to join up to join in.

Beautiful Flowers
I, like many in our Church, appreciate the flower arrangements which 
enhance the Chancel on a Sunday morning.  This year, especially over 
the summer months, two or three ladies alone made this possible for 
us as a congregation to enjoy.

We have a thriving Flower Circle here in St Mary’s and I am sure the 
congregation would be delighted if some of these ladies would form a 
rota for arranging the Sunday Flowers and allow the rest of us to enjoy 
their artistic talents throughout the year.

Thank You
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The WaterAid200 Challenge
The WaterAid200 Challenge

200 mountains, 2,000 people, one incredible day:
June 2013

“A big thank you to all our supporters who climbed mountains 
on 8th June 2013 in support of WaterAid!  It was a fantastic 
day and we even got lucky with the weather.  A whopping 
1,300 of you took on the peaks of the UK. Thank you for all 
your amazing efforts.”

I would like to add my thanks to the team from St Mary’s 
for taking on the challenge of Ben Vorlich, above Loch Earn.  
It really was a very warm day, which made it even more of 
a challenge, but well worth it when we were able to enjoy 
the views from the top. Well done to Bobby & Crawford 
Brown, Stuart Hay and Audrey Johnstone (& Brodie!). Special 
congratulations to Audrey for tackling her first (but not her 
last!) Munro.

I would also like to thank everyone who supported the team 
through their generous sponsorship.  Once again, due to your 
fantastic support, St Mary’s raised almost £900 for WaterAid’s 
life saving work in Nepal.  Your continued support is very much 
appreciated – thank you.

Kind regards,

Gordon Morrison.

www.wateraid.org.uk         www.wateraid200.org

them.  St Mary’s welcomes Young People at any time, occasionally or regularly and we always have a 
number of activities planned. 

        

The WaterAid200 Challenge 
200 mountains, 2,000 people, one incredible day: 
Saturday 8th June 
 
The WaterAid200 Challenge features 200 mountains nominated by WaterAid supporters. The Challenge 
aims to place a team of 4-7 walkers on top of all 200 mountains across the UK and Ireland and St Mary’s 
has once again produced a team of “willing” volunteers to take part in the challenge – Audrey Johnstone, 
Bobby Brown, Stuart Hay and Gordon Morrison. This is our third year of participating in the event - after 
getting thoroughly soaked climbing Ben Lawers last year, we are hoping for better weather on the 8th June 
when we tackle Ben Vorlich at Loch Earn. What are our chances? 
 
If you would like to support this event, sponsorship forms are available at the Church door and across in 
the halls. 
All of your donations will support WaterAid’s life saving work in Nepal, making a very real difference to 
people’s lives by improving access to safe water, hygiene and sanitation. 
Sincere thanks for your continued support. 
 
www.wateraid.org.uk      www.wateraid200.org 
 
Summer Work Parties 
The list of work required during the summer months has now been compiled.  If you are able to help in any 
way please speak to me or any member of the fabric committee.  
David Tinto 

VISITORS ARE WELCOME 
St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always welcome.  If you feel there should be more to 
life than retail therapy and Friday night clubbing, try coming along to the 11 o’clock service on Sunday 
morning.  You may hear something to change how you value your life and your relationships with those 
around you.  You don’t have to join up to join in. 
 
The Church office is located on the right as you enter the Church Halls.  The secretary, Mrs Lynn Hay, is 
available in the office Monday to Friday 9.15 a.m. – 12.15 a.m. and may be the first point of contact for 
general enquiries.  Lynn will be able to refer you to the person best suited to respond.  Church office 
telephone and fax 0141 775 1166 or e-mail: office.stmarys@btconnect.com 
 
Parishioner 
As there is no Parishioner during the months of July and August, copy for the September issue should be 
handed to Sandra Burns, left in the Publications pigeon hole in the Hall vestibule, or sent by e-mail to 
sandraburns@ntlworld.com no later than Sunday 18 August.  
 
N.B.  This is one week early so that organisations can have their new session starting dates inserted.  
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Summer Workload
Every year I compile a list of work to be tackled during the summer 
recess and the list never seems to reduce.  Here are examples of what 
we have done this year.
Clean all accessible gutters on Church and Church Hall 
Clean flat roof areas of vegetation and other stuff 
Clean Session House windows
Remove and clean Session House Curtains
Fill in holes in Car park with tarmac
Clean out Gas Meter house
Remove vegetation from Oil tank enclosure
Replace lamps and fittings on Stage
Repair damaged side curtains on Stage
Re-plaster impact damaged holes in walls in Main Hall
Reseal leaking roof lights in Hall Corridors
Replace all taps in Hall toilets
Cleaning of all accessible Church Hall windows
Wash all floors and accessible windows in Church
Fill skip with accumulated rubbish. Where does it all come from?
The above work is carried out by a reducing number of willing helpers 
and I thank them for their continuing support not only during the 
summer but throughout the year.

David Tinto, Fabric Convener

Doors Open Day – Saturday, September 14

A number of buildings throughout Kirkintilloch, Bishopbriggs and surrounding 
area will be open during this day, including The Old Bath House, Caurnie 
Soaperie, The Fort Theatre, Brackenbrae House and Campsie Memorial Hall. For 
more information contact EDLC at William Patrick Library on 0141 777 3143 or 
email culture@eastdunbarton.gov.uk

Communion
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion on 
the morning of Sunday 08 September.  We will use non-
alcoholic wine, prepared bread and individual glasses.  This is a 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper and is open to all who wish to 
respond to Christ’s invitation.
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The Harvest Comes
The harvest comes   The sun shines warm
The fields turn gold   The grapes are ripened
The grain is ripe.   The fruit is picked
and, as of old    For Vintner’s stipend.
The workers glean,   The grapes are crushed
And thresh, and grind  Their juices stored
They knead and bake  And in due course,
And bread we find   The wine is poured
Fruit of the grain   Fruit of the vine
A Holy token    A token, too
Of our Lamb of God   Of the blood of Christ
His body broken   That was shed for you

St Mary’s Parish Church
100 years of baptisms

100 years of weddings

100 years of funerals

100 years of worship

One Church

One Faith

One Lord

13th September 2013 – 12th September 2014
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New Session Commence Dates
St Mary’s Young Church - Crèche 0 - 3 yrs, Kidz Zone 3 - 11 yrs, Seekers 
11+ years. Kidz Zone and Seekers start back on 01 September.

Welcome back to everyone in St Mary’s Young Church.  We hope you 
all had a lovely summer break. We are looking forward to hearing all 
about what everyone did during the holidays.
A reminder to everyone that we welcome young people every week, 
whether it be occasionally or regularly. You will be given a warm 
welcome and the chance to join in lots of games, stories, crafts and 
other fun things that we have been planning.
Next year St Mary’s Church is 100 years old.  We will be helping to 
make sure this birthday is bright and beautiful.  To assist us with our 
project we are looking for donations of bright material scraps, old 
clothes that we can cut up etc.
Our Craft Fair this year will be on 9th November. We have 24 stalls 
already booked so it looks like it will be another successful event.

Boys’ Brigade starts back on Monday 02 September from 6.45 – 8.30 
p.m.  The Leaders look forward to seeing the boys then and welcoming 
any new ones.

Shipmates also start back on Monday 02 September at 5.45 p.m.    
Primary 1 – 3.

Brownies – Brownies restart on Wednesday 11 September from 6.30 
– 7.45 p.m.  They look forward to welcoming everyone back.  All girls 
between 7 – 10 years most welcome. 

The Men’s Club – Once again Angus and I are seeking new members for 
‘St Mary’s Men’s Club’, commencing on Monday 02 September – 7.30 
p.m. until 10.00 p.m.  We are also hoping to see the regulars who enjoy 
their Monday gathering.  You will not be bored as we are a happy-go-
lucky group, as all who have visited us will agree.
We have snooker, dominoes, cards, table tennis, carpet bowls.  Also tea 
and biccies (chocolate) and home baking at half time, not to mention 
the odd the fish supper nights that are always welcomed.
So, if you are interested in becoming a member, have a chat with 
Angus MacNeill or myself.

Archie Smith, President
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Ladies Bowling Club resumes on Monday 02 September from 1.30 
– 3.30 p.m.  New members will be made most welcome. There is no 
waiting list, so come along for a game of bowls, tea or coffee and of 
course a ‘wee’ biscuit and a chat.

Country Dance Class resumes on Tuesday 17 September at 7.45 p.m. in 
the Lesser Hall, when ‘old’ dancing feet and hopefully new ones, (ladies 
and gents), will be made most welcome for an enjoyable evening. 

Listeners Circle
The first meeting of the new session will be on 
Friday 20 September at 2pm in the Session House.  
Everyone is cordially invited to come along to hear 
ninety minutes of a wide range of music selected 
by Edith Dunn, with a break in the middle for tea 
and conversation.   

The Guild
The Guild meets on Friday evenings in the Lesser Hall at 
7.30 p.m.  They commence their new Session on      04 
October.  All are welcome, including gentlemen, to come 
along and enjoy the fellowship and listen to a varied 
selection of topics throughout the Session year.

Annual Flower Show
Kirkintilloch Horticultural Society Annual Flower Show 
will be held in the Church Hall on Saturday 07 September 
from 1.30 – 3.45 p.m., with an auction of cut flowers and 

produce taking place at 3.45 p.m.  There is also a tea room, raffle and 
tombola.
The Society thanks the Rev Mark Johnstone and Session for the use of 
the Halls for the Flower Show and also the Plant Sale in May.

Wednesday Welcome resumes on 4 September.

Flower Circle will resume on Thursday 19 September at 7.30 p.m.  All 
welcome.

Harvest Festival – We celebrate Harvest on Sunday 22 September.

The Publications Committee wishes everyone a good summer, with plenty of sunshine.  Thank you to all 
who have contributed over the past few months and we hope to ‘see’ more of you in September. 
 
Session Meeting  
Our final session meeting of this term will take place on Wednesday 12th June in the main hall and a 
special invitation is extended to all congregational helpers to come along, including those who help with 
the various duties on a Sunday or with delivery of the Parishioner or any of the pastoral duties. The 
invitation is also extended to everyone who helps with any of our organisations, or would simply be 
interested in coming along to a session meeting.  We would hope to keep the business to an hour and then a 
time of fellowship and for the Session to extend its thanks to you for your help over the last 12 months. We 
look forward to seeing you. 
 

Help keep us sailing! 
Seagull Trust Cruises 

Free Canal cruising for people with special needs 
COFFEE MORNING 

Saturday 15th June 
10am to 12pm 

Baking and tombola  
St Mary’s Church Hall         £1.50 
 
COMMUNION – An early invitation 
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the morning of Sunday 1st 
September.  We will use non-alcoholic wine, prepared bread and individual glasses.  This is 
a celebration of the Lord's Supper and is open to all who wish to respond to Christ's 
invitation. 
 

 Listeners Circle 
The first meeting after the summer months is Friday 20 September 2013.  The choice of music then is that of Edith 
Dunn.  Everyone is welcome at 2.00 p.m. in the Session House.   
 

 
June  09 Linda Brown and Jean Ralph   
  16 Angela Montgomerie    
  23 Lisa Thomson and Karen Morrison 
  30 Dorothy Stewart 

July  07 James Paterson and Janet Millin    
  14 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans  
  21 Paul and Charlotte Malcolm 
  28 Andrew and Fraser Leishman 
    
August  04 Linda Brown and Jean Ralph   
  11 Angela Montgomerie 
  18 Lisa Thomson and Karen Morrison 

LISTENERS CIRCLE  
The first meeting of the new session will be on Friday 20 September at 2pm in the Session House.  Everyone 
is cordially invited to come along to hear ninety minutes of a wide range of music selected by Edith Dunn, 
with a break in the middle for tea and conversation.    
 

      The Guild 
The Guild meets on Friday evenings in the Lesser Hall at 7.30 p.m.  They commence their new Session on      
04 October.  All are welcome, including gentlemen, to come along and enjoy the fellowship and listen to a 
varied selection of topics throughout the Session year. 
 
Wednesday Welcome resumes on 4 September. 
 
Flower Circle will resume on Thursday 19 September at 7.30 p.m.  All welcome. 
 
Harvest Festival 
We celebrate Harvest on Sunday 22 September. 
 

Kirkintilloch Horticultural Society Annual Flower Show will be held in the Church Hall on 
Saturday 07 September from 1.30 – 3.45 p.m., with an auction of cut flowers and produce taking place at 
3.45 p.m.  There is also a tea room, raffle and tombola. 
The Society thanks the Rev Mark Johnstone and Session for the use of the Halls for the Flower Show and 
also the Plant Sale in May. 

(End of dates) 
     

Centenary 
13th September 2013 – 12th September 2014 

 
When the Church turned 50, we had a weekend of celebrations. When the Church turned 75 
we had a week of celebrations. To celebrate the Church turning 100 we are planning to 
have events throughout the year leading up to our Special Anniversary Service on 14th 
September 2014. 
 
We have started by looking to gather together the Congregations’ favourite hymns so by 
the end of the year we can produce the top 100 Hymns for St Mary’s.  This list will assist 
with the musical events we are planning for the Anniversary year as well as the services 
each week.  We are taking suggestions for top 10 hymns in the box at the front door of the 
Church during the months of September and October.  So please let us know your 
favourites. 
 
On 15th September we will have a special service of anniversary, which will recognise the 
contribution of Rev Frank Haughton to St Mary’s with refreshments over in the halls after 
the service. 
 
Every month we will update you on upcoming events and how we are looking for you to 
contribute to this special year.  It is about celebrating not only St Mary’s Parish Church and 
its congregation but also about its role and position in the community.  We are therefore 

    

LISTENERS CIRCLE  
The first meeting of the new session will be on Friday 20 September at 2pm in the Session House.  Everyone 
is cordially invited to come along to hear ninety minutes of a wide range of music selected by Edith Dunn, 
with a break in the middle for tea and conversation.    
 

      The Guild 
The Guild meets on Friday evenings in the Lesser Hall at 7.30 p.m.  They commence their new Session on      
04 October.  All are welcome, including gentlemen, to come along and enjoy the fellowship and listen to a 
varied selection of topics throughout the Session year. 
 
Wednesday Welcome resumes on 4 September. 
 
Flower Circle will resume on Thursday 19 September at 7.30 p.m.  All welcome. 
 
Harvest Festival 
We celebrate Harvest on Sunday 22 September. 
 

Kirkintilloch Horticultural Society Annual Flower Show will be held in the Church Hall on 
Saturday 07 September from 1.30 – 3.45 p.m., with an auction of cut flowers and produce taking place at 
3.45 p.m.  There is also a tea room, raffle and tombola. 
The Society thanks the Rev Mark Johnstone and Session for the use of the Halls for the Flower Show and 
also the Plant Sale in May. 

(End of dates) 
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We have started by looking to gather together the Congregations’ favourite hymns so by 
the end of the year we can produce the top 100 Hymns for St Mary’s.  This list will assist 
with the musical events we are planning for the Anniversary year as well as the services 
each week.  We are taking suggestions for top 10 hymns in the box at the front door of the 
Church during the months of September and October.  So please let us know your 
favourites. 
 
On 15th September we will have a special service of anniversary, which will recognise the 
contribution of Rev Frank Haughton to St Mary’s with refreshments over in the halls after 
the service. 
 
Every month we will update you on upcoming events and how we are looking for you to 
contribute to this special year.  It is about celebrating not only St Mary’s Parish Church and 
its congregation but also about its role and position in the community.  We are therefore 
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Centenary
13th September 2013 – 12th September 2014

When the Church turned 50, we had a weekend of celebrations. When 
the Church turned 75 we had a week of celebrations. To celebrate the 
Church turning 100 we are planning to have events throughout the 
year leading up to our Special Anniversary Service on 14th September 
2014.

We have started by looking to gather together the Congregations’ 
favourite hymns so by the end of the year we can produce the top 100 
Hymns for St Mary’s.  This list will assist with the musical events we 
are planning for the Anniversary year as well as the services each week.  
We are taking suggestions for top 10 hymns in the box at the front 
door of the Church during the months of September and October.  So 
please let us know your favourites.

On 15th September we will have a special service of anniversary, which 
will recognise the contribution of Rev Frank Haughton to St Mary’s 
with refreshments over in the halls after the service.

Every month we will update you on upcoming events and how we are 
looking for you to contribute to this special year.  It is about celebrating 
not only St Mary’s Parish Church and its congregation but also about 
its role and position in the community.  We are therefore organising 
events with the Kirkintilloch Male Voice Choir who are good friends of 
St Mary’s. We will be looking to make contact with families who have 
had family members baptised in the recent past, but have perhaps lost 
contact with the Church or moved away, and inviting them to a social 
event.

We have a number of other ideas we are currently developing that we 
will advertise as the year develops.  These ideas have all been borne out 
of our mission statement:

To celebrate creatively 100 years of worship in this building 
by being inclusive, nurturing and vibrant.  To acknowledge 
the contribution the past has made to the church today and 
to encourage the people of St. Mary’s to make the church a 
stepping stone and building block of faith for the next 100 years.

We hope that you will be able to participate in this year of 
celebration.
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Session Report
In our last Session meeting for the 2012- 2013 Session, before 
we finished for our summer break, we had our usual time of 
fellowship with our congregational helpers as well as the Elders.  
It was a chance for Session to again express their appreciation 
of the contribution they make.  It was also an opportunity for 
our Centenary Committee to provide Session with an update 
on the plans and preparations for our year of celebration.  Fiona 
Leishman, one of the members of the Committee, provided an 
informed presentation on the preparations that hopefully whets 
the appetite for future news.

Our Finance Convener Hugh Biggans provided as part of his 
Finance Report a report on a recent meeting held with St 
David’s to look at the issue of finance within the wider church.  
I mentioned in the June Parishioner that there is concern about 
how we maintain our contribution to the Church of Scotland 
centrally without harming our ability to function as the local 
church. This is a problem throughout the Church of Scotland and 
the meeting was an opportunity to discuss the problem with the 
representatives at St David’s Memorial Park.

As part of our Fabric Report, an appeal was made for assistance 
with the maintenance of the Church gardens.  If you are able to 
spare a couple of hours to assist can you please mention this to 
any of the Elders and they will put you in touch with the relevant 
party.

Charles Hay, Session Clerk

Protection of Vulnerable Groups
We are hosting a training event by the Presbytery Trainers for 
anyone working with young people and vulnerable adults in our 
halls on Thursday 7th November.  It is vital we ensure all our 
organisations have access to and take the benefit of this training 
when available.  Can you please let me know if you are able to 
come along for a couple of hours to this event so I can reserve 
the appropriate number of places.

Thank you.
Charles Hay, Safeguarding Co-ordinator   01360 622633
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Don’t tweet your burglar 
Who is reading your tweets? Burglars are monitoring 
Twitter and other social networking sites in order to 
target people who are away from home, the police 
have warned. 
Burglars look for people who have posted a tweet 
about enjoying a night out, or a holiday – and then 
go and break into their properties. So when you 
tweet, be careful of mentioning where you are, or 
what valuables you may have. 

Sing out! It is good for you 
Join a choir if you possibly can, this autumn. Singing 
is good for you: it regulates your heartbeat, steadies 
your breathing, and helps regulate activity in the 
brain’s vagus nerve, which is linked to emotions 
and communication with others. Research at the 
University of Gothenburg has found that singing 
can improve health by forcing participants to adopt 
a calm and regular breathing pattern, which helps 
the heart.

Prayer about Priorities    
(reflecting on Martha and Mary’s encounter with 
Jesus in Luke 10:38-42)
Lord, we are all so busy. Life is full of demands and 

Continued on next page



The Parishioner – September 2013      15

deadlines, each one urgent, or so it seems. We rush 
around trying to do everything, trying to please 
everyone and sometimes we miss what is really 
important – and don’t realise until it’s too late. 
Remind us, Lord, that some opportunities don’t come 
again.  And that actually, we do have time.  We have 
all the time of our lives, which you give to us.  Help 
us to take our time and use it wisely, to choose to 
sit at your feet, like Mary, and listen to you; to seek 
you first, so that the rest of our life time will be in 
balance.
In Jesus name, Amen

How to get to heaven 
“If sold my house and my car, had a big car boot sale 
and gave all my money to the church, would I get 
into Heaven?” the teacher asked her Sunday School 
class. “No!” the children all answered.
“If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the grass, 
and kept everything neat and tidy, would I get into 
Heaven?” Again, the answer was “No!”
“Well”, she continued, “then how can I get into 
Heaven?” 
A five-year-old boy shouted out, “You gotta be dead 
first!”
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On the absurdity of a vicar 
ever retiring

The Rectory
St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren

Beware of being invited by bishops to drop round for a 
chat. My first mistake was to answer the phone when 
he rang; what are answer-phones for, but to avoid 
having to talk to anyone – ever.  My second mistake was 
not to be able to think of a meeting I had to attend – 
preferably on another planet – on the day he suggested. I 
therefore found myself in his study, waiting for the point 
of the meeting while we negotiated the obligatory five 
minutes discussing the weather and his summer holiday 
in France. I made it quite clear that I had been far too 
busy to swan off to foreign parts – although I suspect 
the implication of what I said passed him by.

We then got to the point. He was toying with the thought 
of my retirement and linking us with the adjoining parish 
of St. Agatha’s. I patiently explained, using simple words 
and speaking slowly for his benefit, that at 85 and with 
40 years at St. James the Least, I was just getting into 
my stride and that the vicar of St. Agatha’s, a stripling 
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at 63, had nowhere near enough experience to organise 
the hymn list, let alone two parishes. This, too, seemed 
to drift somewhere above his head.

He had clearly done his homework. There were already 
plans for my Queen Anne rectory to be sold and the 5 
acres of garden be turned into a housing estate. This 
news would be received by our parishioners with as 
much equanimity as if they were told that Buckingham 
Palace was to be converted into a sports centre. 

The matter, I was told, was confidential – which meant 
that I only relayed the news to one parishioner at a time.  
By the end of the day everyone in the village knew and a 
counter attack was being planned.  Inevitably, the most 
outraged were those who never attend church. People 
do so love having a church not to go to. Congregations 
have soared, gardeners are being brought in to tidy the 
rectory grounds and the church council is now well 
attended. The latter is a mixed blessing, as I always think 
that the time to get worried is when people start to turn 
up to meetings.

It may surprise our bishop, but the threat of a merger 
has been the greatest impetus to mission we’ve had 
in years. Retirement indeed; I’m sure Zadok was never 
asked about his pension plans.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
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Across
1  ‘Unless the Lord builds the 

house, its builders - in vain’ 
(Psalm 127:1) (6)

4  Season of the year (Psalm 84:6) 
(6)

7  ‘My soul is overwhelmed with 
sorrow to the point of death. - 
here and keep watch with me’ 
(Matthew 26:38) (4)

8  It came over the whole land 
from the sixth to the ninth hour 
on the first Good Friday (Luke 
23:44) (8)

9  Paul invariably did this in the 
synagogues he visited on his 
missionary journeys (Acts 
17:2) (8)

13 ‘It is God who works in you to 
will and to - according to his 
good purpose’ (Philippians 
2:13) (3)

16 Members of the Church of 
Scotland (13)

17 ‘Now when he saw the 
crowds, he went up on a 
mountain side and - down’ 
(Matthew 5:1) (3)

19 Mock(Luke14:29)(8)
24 Disgrace(Psalm44:13)(8)
25 First month of the Hebrew calendar 

(Exodus13:4)(4)
26 Christianity of the Britons before 

Augustine arrived from Rome(6)
27 Mean (Numbers 35:23)(6)

Down
1  ‘Whoever finds his life will - it’ (Matthew 

10:39) (4)
2  ‘My lord the king, let the - - on me and 

on my father’s family, and let the king 
and his throne be without guilt’ (2 
Samuel 14:9) (5,4)

3  O raid (anag.) (5)
4  ‘If two of you on earth - about anything 

you ask for, it will be done for you by 
my Father in heaven’ (Matthew 18:19) 
(5)

5  Take care of (1 Samuel 17:15) (4)
6  What the older son heard as he came 

near the house the day his prodigal 
brother came home (Luke 15:25) (5)

10 ‘Do not think of yourself more highly 

than you ought,but rather think of 
yourself with - judgment’ (Romans 
12:3) (5)

11 Do ten(anag.)(5)
12 Architectural style first used in Greek 

temples in the sixth century BC (5)
13 Capable of being used(1Kings7:36)(9)
14 ‘Each one should - his own 

actions’(Galatians6:4)(4)
15 Among the items imported by 

Solomon’s fleet of trading ships (1 
Kings 10:22) (4)

18 ‘But I am afraid that just -- was 
deceived by the serpent’s cunning, 
your minds may somehow be led 
astray’ (2 Corinthians 11:3) (2,3)

20 Outstanding 18th-century hymn writer, 
- Watts(5)

21 One of the four sons of 
Asher(Genesis46:17)(5)

22 Be distressed(Proverbs24:19)(4)
23 He was the father of Gaal, who 

threatened rebellion against Abimelech 
(Judges 9:28) (4)

ACROSS: 1, Labour. 4, Autumn. 7, Stay. 8, Darkness. 9, Reasoned. 13, Act. 16, Presbyterians. 17, Sat. 19, Ridicule. 24, 
Reproach. 25, Abib. 26, Celtic. 27, Intend.
DOWN:1,Lose.2,Blamerest.3,Radio.4,Agree.5,Tend.6,Music. 10, Sober. 11, Noted. 12, Doric. 13, Available. 14, Test. 
15, Apes. 18, As Eve. 20, Isaac. 21, Ishvi. 22, Fret. 23, Ebed.

ANSWERS AT FOOT OF PAGE

Crossword
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DIFFERENT HARVESTS
The beginning of autumn and 
the time of harvest is here again 
– a time when we thank God for 
all his blessings.

The Harvest Festival service in 
churches and schools are full  of 
tins of beans and boxes of fruit 
and vegetables. There are 
flowers and lots of different 
sights and smells. Harvest 
Festival is a very popular service 
but while we are busy saying 
‘ t h a n k y o u ’ w e h a v e t o 
remember that there are lots of 
different harvests.

Very few 
p e o p l e 
w o r k o n 
t h e l a n d 
nowadays 
and most 
p e o p l e 
don’t grow 
their own 
f o o d b u t 
buy it from 

the supermarket.   Perhaps our 
harvest isn’t one that others can 
easily see. We might not make 
or grown things but we can offer 
whatever we do to God as our 
harvest.

Outside, the trees are beginning 
to lose their leaves but you can 

MAKE YOUR
OWN FOREST

Take a piece of stiff card or thin 
paper and fold it in half, creasing 
it down the centre. Then open it 
out and fold both sides to the 
centre crease.

Fold the paper 
as shown and 
draw half a tree 
on the top fold. 
Cut round the 
tree then glue 
the centre faces 
together. This 
makes a three 
sided tree. 

You can paint 
the tree before 
g l u i n g i t o r 
afterwards. A 
forest of them 
w o u l d l o o k 
good as name 
c a r d s f o r a 
par ty or you 
could make just 
o n e a s a 
d i f f e r e n t 
birthday card 
for a friend.

What is a tree's least favourite 
month?

Sep-timber.

20      The Parishioner – September 2013





Designed by St Mary’s Parish Church Publications Committee

ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH ORGANISATIONS

church. People do so love having a church not to go to. Congregations have soared, 
gardeners are being brought in to tidy the rectory grounds and the church council is now 
well attended. The latter is a mixed blessing, as I always think that the time to get worried 
is when people start to turn up to meetings. 
 
It may surprise our bishop, but the threat of a merger has been the greatest impetus to 
mission we’ve had in years. Retirement indeed; I’m sure Zadok was never asked about his 
pension plans. 
 
Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 
 
 

     
 

 
 (Jim – As usual, please print this organisation diary on back outside cover.  I have marked changes in Red) 
 

ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH ORGANISATIONS 
DAY ORGANISATION LOCATION TIME CONTACT 

Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Worship 
Sunday School 
Seekers 
Crèche 
 
Fairtrade 
Badminton 
    Beginners 
    Junior 
    Senior 
Youth Fellowship 

Church 
Church Halls 
      ditto 
      ditto 
 
Main Hall 
        
   ditto 
   ditto 
   ditto 
Mid Hall 
       
 

11.00 a.m. – 12 noon 
              ditto 
              ditto 
              ditto 
 
12 noon – 12.30 p.m. 
 
4.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m. 
5.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m. – 10.30p.m. 
7.30 p.m. – 9.30 p.m. 

Rev Mark Johnstone 
Elaine Stevens / Louise 
Barry 
Elaine Stevens / Louise 
Barry 
Fiona Leishman/Leslie 
Baird 
Trevor Patterson 
Susan Wilson 
Trevor Patterson 
Lorna McCallum 

Monday Ladies Bowling 
Shipmates 
Junior & Company 
  Section Boys’ 
Brigade 
Men’s Club 
Running/Walking 
Group 

Main Hall 
    ditto 
 
    ditto 
 
Main Hall 
Hall Vestibule 

1.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. 
5.45 p.m. – 6.45 p.m. 
 
6.45p.m. – 8.30 p.m. 
 
7.30 p.m. – 10.00p.m. 
7.00 p.m. 

Cathie Devine 
Lindsey Campbell 
 
Iain Hill 
Archie Smith  
 
Bob Brown/Jean Ralph 
 

Tuesday   
Ladies Badminton 
Junior Badminton 
Senior Badminton 
Prayer Time 
Country Dancing 

  
    ditto 
    ditto 
    ditto 
Small Hall 
Mid Hall 

  
1.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. 
6.00 p.m. – 8.00 p.m. 
8.00 p.m. – 10.30p.m. 
7.00 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. 
7.45 p.m. – 10.00 pm. 

  
Doreen More 
Trevor Patterson 
Susan Wilson 
Rev Katy Owen 
Moira MacNeill 
 

Wednesday Wednesday Welcome 
Wednesday Worship 
 
Over 50s Badminton 
Brownies 
Rainbows 
Vestry Hour 

Session 
House 
 
Main Hall 
    ditto 
    ditto 
Vestry 

10.00a.m. – 11.20am. 
11.30 a.m. – 12 noon 
 
1.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. 
6.30 p.m. – 7.45 p.m. 
6.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. 
7.00 p.m. – 8.00 p.m. 

Mary Stirling 
Rev Mark Johnstone 
 
Elizabeth Cousin 
Agnes Marran 
 
Rev Mark Johnstone 

 
Running/Walking 
Group 

 
Hall Vestibule 

 
7.00 p.m. 

  Telephone Church Office 
Bob Brown/Jean Ralph 
 

Thursday Flower Circle 
(alternate weeks) 
Choir 

Mid Hall 
 
Session 
House 

7.30 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. 
 
7.45 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. 

Elizabeth Walker 
 
David Burns 
 

Friday Listeners’ Circle 
(monthly) 
Guild 

    ditto 
 
Mid Hall 

2.00 p.m. – 4.00 p.m. 
 
7.30 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. 

 
 
Moira MacNeill 

 


